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To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, 
Judge of the Circuit Court, 


for Lee County, Virginia. 


Your Orator, the American Association Incorporated, a cor- 
poration organized and existing under the laws of the State of Ken- 
tucky, and doing business in the State of Virginia, humbly complaining 
respectfully showeth unto the Court, that it is the owner and in 
possession of all the iron ore and minerals and certain rights 
and privileges appurtenant thereto in, on and under a certain tract 
of land lying in Lee County, Virginia, bounded as follows: 

Beginning at two white oaks and a pine on a spur of the mountain 

in Fields line and the northwest comer of the Greer 596 acre 

tract; thence with the Fields line South 58 West 630 poles to two smal! 
pines wrere formerly stood ag black oak and dogwood in said Fields 
line; thence South 20 West 80 poles to a stake where formerly 

stood am a white oak, black oak and dogwood in Line of the John G. 
Newlee Cumberland Gap tract, being the Jones 1155 acre grant; thence 
‘with said Jones 1155 acre grant North 88 Bast 222 poles to a stake 
where formerly stood a pine; thence contimiing with said Jones 1190 
acre grant North 60 Hast 350 poles to a stake at the southwest corer 


of the Greer 596 acre tract; tnence with said Greer trast North 5 


West 218 poles to the beginning. 
Your Orator further showeth that said land is covered 
py the following deeds and title papers, under which your Orator 


claims title to said iron ore, minerals md the rights and privileges 


‘appurtenant thereto, which said deeds and title papers are as follows: 





\] 


A patent dated on the day of 18 from the Common- 
wealth of Virginia to one Martin Beaty, for a certain tract of land ly- 
ing in Lee County, Virginia, for 500 acres more or less, ané-vetneg 
the sere tant—as—aboreterert oem, and said patent covering the above 
described tract of land. A certified copy of said patent is herewith 
filed marked Exhibit 1, and reference is hereby made to said patent 
for amore particular description of said land, that by a title 
pond dated on the day of 18 , the said Martin Beaty sold 
and bound himself to convey the said tract of land to one Robert 
Crockett, which will fully appear by a certified copy of the record 
in a certain Chan c ery suit hereinafter referred to; that afterwards ’ 
by deed dated on the 25th day of November, 1857, the said robert 
Crockett and Elizabeth Crockett, his wife, sold and conveyed to one 
Reuben Rose, all the iron ore mop belonging to said Robert Crock- 
ett in Lee County, Virginia, and also in Claiborne County, Tennesses 
together with certain mining rights and privilegés for the mining of 
said ore and use of timber therefor as set forth in said deed, and 
said deed was duly recorded on the 8th day of May, 1860, in the Clerk's 
office of the County Court for Lee County, Virginia, in deed book 
15, page 7, a copy of said deed is herewith filed marked Exhibit 2, 
and reference is hereby made to said copy to show more particularly 
the said iron ore and the mining rights and privileges therein con- 
veyed, that at the date of this conveyance, the said Robert Crockett 
was the owner of the said tract of lend herein first above described; 

oo the said Reuben Rose died intestate on the day of 
rh 


 Jearing W.S.Rose, Hlizabeth Gtixann, Robinson, wife of Absolam Robinson, 


\qucinda Meckuhan, Sallie Fugate, Anna Miller wife of Daniel G.Miller, 


Loretta Amoid, wife of Thomas D. Arnold, and George W. ose, his 


heirs at law, that by a deed dated on the 9th dey of December, 
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1865, all of the said heirs of the said Reuben Rose, except Thomas 
D. Arnold and wife, cmweyed to the said George W. Rose all their 
interests in the said iron ore on the said tract of land, and all 

of the mining rights and privileges as conveyed by the deed of tho 
said Robert Crockett and wife to the said Reuben Rose, and said deed 
was daly recorded on August Sth, 1887, in the ma said Clerk's offive 


of the said Lee County Court, in deed book 22 page 409, and reference 


is hereby made to the copy of said deed herewith filed narked exhibit. 


3 for a nore particular description of the said interests in the 

said iron ore and of the mining rights and privileges therein conveyed, 
that by deed dated the Sist of October, 1868, the said Thomas D. Ar- 
nold and Loretta Arnold his wife, conveyed to the said George W. Rose 
all their interest / in the said iron ore on the said tract of land 
first above described, a copy of which said deed is herewith filed 
marked exhibit 4, and shows the interest of said Amold and wife in 
sala iron ore therein conveyed; Zakk Chat by deed dated on the 22nd 
day of May, 1888, the said George W Rose and Polly his wife, granted 
and. conveyed to Alex. A. Arthur, Trustee, all of the ixon ore of every 
kind and quality in and on the said tract of land first above describe:/_ 
together with certain mining rights and privileges for the purpose 

of mining the said ore, and for tne ian of timber from said land, being 
the seme as contained in“ Seed of the said Robert Crockett and wife 
to the said Reuben Rose, and said deed from said George W. Rose and 
wife to the said Arthur, Trustee, was duly recorded in the said | 
County Clerk's office May the Slst, 1886, in deed book 28, pave 249, 

a eopy of which is herewith filed marked exhibit 9, and reference is 
hereby madcto said copy for a more particular desxription of said 

ixvon ove and the said mining rights and privileges therein conveyed, 


fet by deed dated November the 26th, 1888, the said Alexander A. 





| a 
Arthur, Trustee, granted and conveyed to the American Association, 
aint el, a corporation, all of the iron ore and the mining rights and 
privileges as conveyed to him the said Arthur, Trustee, by the deed 
last aforesaid; said deed to the said Association Sy TN in the 
said County Court Clerk's office Maren the 26th, 1895, a copy of which 
said last mentioned deed is herewith filed marked exhibit 6, and will 
show more particularly the rights and privileges and the iron ore | 
as therein conveyed, that there was instituted on the 30th nn 
of October, 1693, in the Circuit Court of the Uniteé States for ee 
Western District of Virginia at Abingdon, a suit in Chancery by the 
Central Trust Company of New York, against the American Association, 
Limited, the object of which was to foreclose a mortgage or deed of 


trust on the property’ St the said Aseociation, and among which was 


included the said iron ore on the said tract of land first above de- 


sont nea} 4 an said suit such proceedings were had, that by a decree 


therein rendered J. H. Bartlett was appointed Special Master, to convey 
said iron ore among other properties, to the American Association © 
Incorporated, and that by a deed dated May the 14th, 1895, the said 
J. He Bartlett, Special Master, conveyed to the said oe Associa- 
tion Incorporated, all the said iron ore on the caid tant above de@- 
scribed tract of land. Said deed was d@ly recorded May the 20th, 
1896, in said County Court Clerk's office in deed book 31 page 338 , 
a copy of which deed is herewith filed marked exhibit ?, and a copy 
of the proceedings in this suit will be filed herewith if & made nec~ 
essary» 

veur Orator will now show to the Court that the said Robert: 
Crockett died intestate on the day of 18 ; leaving 
R. EB. Crockett, Hlizabeth J. Evans, wife of Newton A. Evans, Sarah 
A. Bales, wife of Jonathan Bales, A.d.Crock ott, Harrison B. Crockett, 


and James 4. Crockett, his heirs at law. That the said Martin Beaty. 
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died intestate on the day of 18 leaving certain heifs, whose 


names and whereabouts are unknown to your Urator. That on the 


day of 38 , the said kK. E. Crockett, Newton A. Bvans, Blizareth } 


Bales, ‘Sarah Bales, A. J. Crockett, Harrison B.crockett and James H. 
Crockett, as heirs at law of the said xobert Crockett, deceased, 
instituted in the County Court for Lee County, Virginia, a suit in 
Chancery against the unknown heirs of Martin Beaty, deceased, the 
object of which said suit was to obtain a legal title to the land in 
the bill mentioned, being the land covered by said Martin Beaty 900 
acre grant, Which was contracted by said Martin Beaty in his lifetime 
to the .said Robert Crockett by the said title bond as aforesaid, and 
such proceedings wore had in said suit that a decree was rendered 
therein appointing Peter C. Johnston a commissioner to convey the said 
tract of land to the said heirs of the said Robert Crockett, deceased, 
pursuant to the terms of fhe said title bond, which was filed in said 
suit, and marked exhibit Ay. and according to the description fumished 
by Exhibit C, filed with the bill in said suit, and that pursuant to 
said decree the said Peter C. Johnston commissioner, by deed dated 
June the 23rd, 1869, granted wk conveyed pursuant to said decree. 
and said title bond, the said tract of land to the said heirs 
of wane Robert Crockett, deceased, setting out the same by metes and 
ait rraied! said deed was recorded in said County Court Clerk's office 
vune the 2érd, 1869, in | deed book 15, page 708, a copy of which 
said deed is he herewith filed marked exhibit A, and copy of such pro- 
sontings as can be found wk on record of said suit will be filed herte- 
with if deefled necessary. 

Your orator is advised that the conveyance made in, said 
wait by Peter Ge Johnston, Commissioner, of the said Martin Beaty grant 
of bomen d hope to the benefit of Reuben Rose, the grantee of overt 


Cooke, for said x iron ore and maining rights and privileges on said 





grant of land, or to the heirs or grantees of the said jioahen ROS@. 

Your Orator further alleges that the said Reuben ose 
imnediately after the deed was executed to him by the said Robert 
Crockett and wife ‘for the said iron ore, setae possession of said iron 
ore, ana he (the said Reuben Rose) and those claiming under sain J cure 
continued in waaninsten of the said iron ore, using it as rope own. 
ever since the date of the said deed. 

Your Orator further alleges. that the said heirs of the said 
Ropert - aecoahea deceased, soon after the date of the deea to. ‘then 
shite lack seid Peter C. iat ole het Comaissioner, to wit, on Dae 
aay of As » made a voluntary canaiasniehi © pevwean thensolves of the 
aon 800 Acre Martin peaty grant of land, and in said dandy 
recognized and confirmed the sale of the said LYron ore on iat x tract 
of. lana, which had been previously sold and. conveyed ‘ie Reuben Rose 
by their ancestor, Robert ‘odie in his lifetime, and that they the 
said Sr anes tS heirs ,and tne oreulees or such as had vate eat made 
deeds Sauna to said amicable partition between thenselves, for the 
rots assigned to hey of the anne vindwe in axe saeuieabe, and that 
in said partition eee ‘the said Crockett neixrs and their = Aral 
recognized the conveyance of said iron ore by Robext Crock¢tte to 
cscnuiinli Rose. | 3 a 

Your iuiteed will now athe to the ‘Beate, that while it was 


in the possession of said iron ore on ‘the said ae of land, 


WELLAam gibson, William cposty, ch adwe Pridomore, Vicor caminy, 


,W-B.Stidham, Maen tnanfoon, Martha Je Gibson, Willian Morison, 


JeHeS Morison, George P.Morison, end Minnie Richmond, wi thout the 
sneer ae or utamerict hid ane against the will of your orator, have | are 


upon different portions of saig tract of ao and are, and have 


been, mining and removing the iron ore poate cues and Rik aliotss of iv, 





d 
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alleging some kind of transfers or conveyances to them from the heirs 
Gud Clriiy Ln vim bre tiutcley bndlle god ba, 
of said Robert Crockett for certain portions of said tract of fend, 2% 


That since the first of July, 1901, the said parties have mined % 


and removed said iron ore as follows: A 


William Gibson, say ie tons. 
Willian cfosby, /iKg tons 


G.PeMorison, Janes H.S.Morison,Dr. William . 
Morison, and Minnie Ricmoni, 177 tons 


WeBeStidham, 666 tons. 


Chadwell Pridenore Muartin Thomason, 
jointly, 62? tons. 


That the said parties have been selling said iron ore to said George 
P.Morison, and he has been selling it to the Virginia Iron, Coal & 

Coke Company, and the said parties have been receivin: for said ore 
from the said George P. Morrison a royalty of ten cents ver ton, 

which said royalties due the said parties for ore delivered since the 
Ist of July, 1901, is either in the hands of the said George P.lMorison 
oz has ae been paid over to him by the said Virginia Iron, Coal & Coke 
Company. That since May the lst, 1899, up to July the first, 1901, 
large quantities of the said iron ore have been kmined and renove 4 

from said land by said parties, and others, amd hat without the 
knowledge and consent of your orator. Said G.P.Morison had a ie estan 
with your Orator to remove ore from certain of its lands in Claiborne 
County, Tennessee and in Lee County, Virginia, and under said contract , 
the ore on the lands herein first mentioned was removed, your Orator 
believing that said Morison was accounting to it for all the ore that 
he was removing and shipping, and it is but recently that your Qrator 
has learmed that this was not the case, and that said Morison did 

not account to it for the ore taken from the lands in this bill 
mentioned, and but recently learned that said parties were claiming 


the iven ore on said lad; and that the said parties are still mining 





and removing said iron ore from said lad. 

Your Orator further states to the Court, that the said 
Wi2dten Morison, J.H.S.Morison, George P.Morison, and Minnie Richmond, 
are non-residents of the State of Virginia, and are residents of the 
State of Tennessee That the said Willian C losby, Chadwell pridemore, 


Mhatle OM Mun, 
Vin Camminy, W.B.Stidhen, and Martin Thondspm, are insolvent, 


and that by the mining and reno visi of the said iron ore by all of 
the said parties, teet they are committing irreparable damage 
and injury to your Orator. That W.G.Colson, it nie aaa S. 
Gibson, are alleging some kind of conveyance to them for naxeath por- 
tions of the said Martin Beaty tract of land, and the iron ore thereon, 
from certain of the heirs of the said Rébert Crockett, and are threaten 
ing iad beutor with suits about the same, and interfering with your 
orator in the management and use of the said iron ore, | 

The object therefore of this bill is to quiet the title 
and possession of your orator to the said ome and said mo rh 
rights ana privileges acquired by it as aforesaid, and to prt and 
inhibit all of the said parties pinien ke tans and removing and disposing 
of said sae ore from said tract of land. The prayer therefore of 
your Qrator is, that the said Willian Gibson, William Cfosby, Chadwell 
sataduee; vines! Caminy, a stiakae, iota. Thompson, Martha J.Gib- 
won, William seu, J.H.S.Morison, George P.Morison, Minnie Richmond, 


W.G.Colson, C.M.Colson and Thomas S.Gibson,, be ma de cetibe defendant 

to this bill, and be required to sal éiaiee the same, but not under oath, 

an answer under oath being herein expressly waiveat ‘hat the pessessim 
end title of your Orator to the said iron ore mining rights and privi- 

leges on the seid Martin Beaty 500 acre grant of land be quieted. 


That an  saoaamtae be granted your orator, fnjoining and inhibiting 


said William Gibson, William ofosvy Chadwell Pridemore, yinsoe Carmi - 





) 
fal Set esos 

ny, WeBeStidh Martin Thompson, Martha J. Gibson, Willian Morison, 

JeH»SMorison, George P.Morison, and Minnie Richmond, and their agents 

and employees, from mining, removing and disposing of said iron 

ore from the said Martin Soahy tract of dandy, + : at the said George 


a a 
P Morison be enjoined from payi ‘vex, any of nt royalties for said 


iron ore that may be in his hands, smdé~thet—ihe said Viegiertn-Irtn, 
Coai—é = Company. be enjaine a) a pay OVE 5 sate ISIS Pyrite 
52S hes 

» until the future order of this Courts 
Athat an ordsr of publication be made posted and published against | 
the non-resident defendants, namely, William Morison, J.H.S.Morison, 
George P.Morison, and Minnie Richmond. And your Orator prays for alli 
other, furthor and general relief as is agreeable to equity and is 


suitable to its case. May subpoena issne,&c. And your Orator will 


ever pray, &c._. ; 
ea) 
FY i 





Kentucky, Bell County, to-wit: 


Cll 


a Notary Public in and for ceia County and State pacababnd iit and 


This day George W.Haston appeared before me, Ne 


made oath that the matters in the foregoing bill stated of his own 


knowledge are true, and those stated upon information of others 


he believes to be tre. 
- 
Given under my hand and seal of office this 2< day of 


901. ; ie 
August, 1901 ie arr A 


Vipera ae RDi&bvbe eee 
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f titie to sasdihand in one respece, and a further 
this amended bill is to state the facts 
It statesthat the patent from thi 
of Virginia for the 500 acre tract of Vand insCOntroversy, was 
sed when 
filed its original bill, but to one Robert EFeaty, & brother 
f said Martin Beaty. Your orator files a 


herewith as exhibit "1". Your orator alledges and 
said Robert Beaty conveyed said tract of land 

Martin Beaty in the early part or tne nineteenth century, but 

the deed therefor was never 


and cannot be four It says, however, that prior 
Martin Beaty had executed a title bond fot 
said land to Robert Crockett as 
and said Robert Crockett had taker 
id year was mining the iron ore upon 
and he and those claiming under him continued. to min 
and constantly until the breaking out 


en Pe Ogee ge 4 
he) GO Delite.) yu'O 


tract of land during 


‘ec period open, notorious, Con: 


~ 


and exclusive, under coker of §trule Torrens 


ndvised that under these circumstances 
‘it is immaterial whether thenhégal title can now be connected 


with Robert Beaty, the patentee, as a conveyence by him will 


= 4 


in any event be presumed, 


Your 


Crockettsold the iron ore in, under ana upon 


L Sie 4 . : 
vO Rueben Rose, but did not convey the same WHEL 1SO7 , ae 
“ier 
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rt Beaty who attempted to grant t William Woodson 
Your orator believes and charges that 
atentee, Robert Beaty, 
not a resident of Lee County 
But even 


your orator charges & 


neither William Woodson nor 


deed until the 
claim now.made 


record by said Woodson in 


by this land.and in the 'G 
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T6 the Honorable H.A.W.Sieen, Judge of the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia: 

The joint and several answer of William Morison, J.H.5.Mor-= 
ison, George P.Morison and Minnie Richmond, to a bill exhibited against 
them and others in this honorable Court by the American Association 
Incorporated, a corporation organized and existing under the jaws of 
the state of Kentucky and doing business in Virginia. 

These respondents saving the benefit of all such exceptions 
45 Can or may be had to said bill Bor its mary errors of law ARO, EL SH 
stutement of fact, and relying and insisting om the demurrer thts day 
filed by them and their co-defendants, for answer to said pith ere te 
so much thereof y are advised it is material or necessary ‘or 
them to answer, answering say: 

That it is not true that the Complainant is the owner and in 
the possession of all the iron ore and minerals with certain rights 
and privileges appurtenant thereto in en and under that weer sci! and 
lying in Lee County Virginia and bounded as follows, to-wit, Pergir- 
ning at two white-oaks and a pine on the spur oF the mountain in 
“{eld’s line and the northwest corner of the Greer 596 tract thence 
with the Fields’? line $.58 W. 630 to two small pines where JGiugmMes iy 
stood 2 black oak and dog-wood in said Mields line, thence $.20 W. 

80 poles toa stake wher formerly stood a white-oak, blacz-oa™ and 
dog-wood im line of the John G.Newlee Cumberland Gap tract, bein™ the 
Jones 1155 acre gramt, thence with said Jones 1155 ac re, N.88 &. 
where formerly stood a pine, thence continuing 
Jones 1155 acre grant N.6O E.350 poles to 4 staze at the 
southwest corner of the Greer 596 acre tract, thence with said Greer 
tragt Noo W. cig poles to the beginning. -estbondents emphatically 
deny that said complainants are the owner oR mae. iron ore ard other 
mimerails on said tract, of tand* or.any 7 of it: they deny that eard 
complainants are in the Possession, of sa fron ore ard other mzner- 
als oc any part thereof and they deny that ca td,cormplaimnants Crea 
person undec whom they claim ever at ary Lime, unless it was old “obert 


Crockett,had possession of said minerals or any of them or any Part 


thereo?r. 





Respondents say that it is true that said land was granted 
by the Commonwealth of Virginia by patent to Martin Beaty but the date 
of said patent 1S unknown to them. As to the allesation that by a 
title bond dated on the ___ day of 69-8. 65.4 ney, he oS pind 
Wartvin Beaty sold and tound himself to convey said tract of land to 
one TLobert Crockett, they have no cpowledge whatever, end they neither 
admit noc deny the same and they demand full,explicit and unequivocal 
proof of said allegation. 

mpespondents suppose Edy be true that Robert Crockett and 
Tligabeth Groczett, his wife, executed on the 25th day of November, 
1857 some Kind of writing by which they @old to Reuben Rose aii. the 
iron ore on the lands belonging to the said Robert Crockett in Lee 
County,Virginia, together with certain mining privileges set out and 
specifically designated in said weiting, but they deny that this wre 

Force and effect of a dead oF conveyance, and the utmost 

effect it has as these respondents are advised was to confer upon the 
suid KEBBEE Reuben Rose, his heirs and assiens the right te haizencore 
from sauch lands as said Povert Croczet then owned for the purpose or 
use in the iron works which the said Croczett had sold to the Sard 

Respondents are advised that said paper ~¢as not sufficiently def 
initety to operate as a deed of conveyance and that the same is vicde 
BOX uncertainty , butbphowever this may be, respondents deny that this 
paper whether held to be a deed or not in any way affect the tract 
of landdescribed and set out in said bill and especially the part 
of it owned by these respomdemts;. they denythet the said Rovers. CroOCck= 
ett had title to or owned said tract of land at the time he executed 
said paper to the said Reuben ROSE. Pespondents Suppose ty LO Coe 
true that said paper was duly recorded in the Clirz’s office Aomane 
County Court of hee County Virginia as set, out in said bill. 

Respondents suppose that that the Cromhone (Avhe1 9) 635: 
but they have no knowledge as to whether he died testate or intestate, 
nor do they znow who were his heirs ab law, and they neither adrit nor 


deny that the persons mentioned in said Hbill as the heire of “earen 


| ‘ Tithe Tn G ‘a 
Rose, are such, khak but they demand fail and complete proof oO: hat, 


allegation” 


REspeondents, Suppose mi. Lo bow 





Reppondents suppose it to be trye that be deed dated on the 
9th day of December,1865, certain of the hetrse..or, at leash persons. 
stying themselves heirs or Peuben Rose did convey, amoma other - Ubings, 


their interests in certain iron ores and vrivilepes appurtenant which 


they claimed had been conveyed to the the said Reuben Pose by Mobert 


Groczett and wife, to one George W.Rose, but they deny thet said per- 
sons conveyed the iron ore on said 500 acre tract of ‘land mete! or 1 
mentioned by said deed or otherwise, to the said George W.Pose or that 
that they had any interest in the iron ores on Seid tLicact Om. tartd : 0 
convey. Respondents suppose it to be true thet this deed was duly 
recorded im the Cler’s office of the County Court of Lee County 2t the 
time and in the book mentioned in caid bill. 
suppose 

Respondents Hard it to be true thet Thomas D.Armoid and Lorets 
Arnola his wife on the Sist day of October, in the yerr W 1368, ;did 
convey to the said George W Pose their undivided interest , being a 
one—-seventh part im the tr ct of jand of which the said Teuben “ose 
died siezed and possessed known as the iron worss track. made man: (Ol "SIS, 
eral small tracts lying in Claiborne County Tennessee and perhaps some 
of it im the State of Virginia, but they deny Lhats said Arnoler ond. 
wife conveyed or attempted to convey ary interest’ Jha slhe . Mromvore .os 
the tract of land described in said bill, and thev likewise deny that 
the said Arnold and wife had ony interest, in the iron Ore In GA or 
under said tract of land to be conveyed by ec Il. 

Respondents suppose it to be true thet the said George W. 
Pose and wife by deed dated on the Sond ideayeoor) Mei fees s did attenpe 
to convey the iron ore on a certain tract of land situates in Lee 
County Virginia and while they capnot tell with tertainty that the 
tract of land mentioned in said deed is the same tract of land de- 
scribed in said bill they are constrained to suppose that it fs the 
same, but however this may be, they deny thet the said George W. Pose 
had any interest whatever in the iron ore or any part oT pee) oe 
under said tract of land at the time he made said conveyance or at any 


other time, and they deny that said conveyance conferred any paged shiv 


im the said A.A.Arthur Trustee to the irom or on said tract of land or 





any part of it. Respondents suppose it to be true that sa 
pretended d@ed was duly recorded in the Clerk’s office of the Coun- 
Gourt of Lee County as set out in said bill. 


FRespondents suppose it to be true that by deed dated on Novers 


per 26th 1888, that the said Alexander A.Arthur Trustee as such trustee 


im his own right and as attorney in fact for certain persons 

said adeed.daitd sell ake and-attempt to convey the irom one in, 

under the tract of land mentioned in the bill to the American Associ-— 
ation, Limited, and that said deed was recoréed as alleged im the, bathe, 
but they deny that the said Alexander A.Arthur, either individually or 
as trustee or that the p for whom he attempted to act as attor- 
ney in fact, had any interest whatever in the iron ore thus attempted 
to be conveyed and they deny that the said American Association Limit- 
ed acquired any right in said iron ore by reason of said alleged seul € 
and conveyance. 

Respondents suppose it to be true that on or about the OY 
day of Cctober, 1892 4 suit was instituted in the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the Western Distract of Virginia, by the Certgal 
Trust Company of New York against the American Association, Limited, 
but they know nothing as to the object of that suit or the proceed- 
ints had therein, except suchx as they derived fx that. part of the 
Fecord  exzhibibed with the bill, bub they deny any right, title 
oc ipterest in the iron ore mentioned and described in the plaintiffs’ 
bill in this case was sold , transferred or in any way affected by the 
decree entered in said cause; thay deny that said decree in any way 
affects them or their interests in seid tract of land or in the iron 
ore im om or under, Ulie same they lixewise deny that the plaintir 
the American Association, Incorporateéd acquired any rights to 

mining rights,privileges, rights of way or any appurtenances therot 
by ceason of said proceedings Zurxune 4n on or under said tract of land: 

Pespondents suppose it to, be true that Pobert Crocketts is 
dead, but when he died they do not ‘now. They suppose the heirs or 


the said Robert Crockett are correctly set out in the allegations oF 


said bill; they Know nothing whatever of Martin Beaty or of his heirs, 





3 is 


but they suppose, in regular course of nature that Martin Beaty is dead 
but when his death occurred hhey have no “nowledge. “espondents 
Likewise suppose. it to be true that ‘onthe <_ daly yor acces 
R.B.Crockett,Newton Hivans, Hlizabeth J.Iivans, Sarah Pades, Asd  Creckent 
riosn Crockett and James H.Crociett tomether with Jonathon 
husband of Sarah A.Blaes in the County Court of Lee County, Tiled 
their bill against the heirs of Martin Beaty deceased, the ObGeGUsear 
which was to obtain the legal title to said tract or ands: ie eer 
deny that said bill was filed by said parties as heirs at law of Pob- 
ert Crockett deceased, but upon the contrary they assert that said bill 
eties in their own right as appears by the proceéd- 
ings had in sai E pies of whitch are filed by the plaintiff? waib 
its bill marized "Record". They deny that this tract of land *“wasr Con 
tcoacted by said Martin Beaty in his life time to the said 
Grockett; they deny that the title bond referred to. in said proceedings 
aid cause was executed by the said Martin Peaty to the said “obert 
Crockett. They say,however, that it is true that veter C.Johnson did 
convey said tract of land to the said plaintiffs in said chancery 
Cause’, but they deny that, these parties tod said land by inheritance 
and on the contrary assert that they took the same bvuepurchases. 
Respondents deny thet the conveyance made by Peter C.Johnson 
Commissioner, of the Martin Beaty pbract of land to the rersons nared 
in said deed enured to the benefit of “euben Toase or to any other 
peeson except to the gratees in said deed; thev deny that there was 
any privity between said grantees and the said Teuben "ose; and upon 
the other hand they assert that said conveyance was a conveyance oF 
the entire tract cof land to said parties mentioned as grantees in said 
deed und thet they toozx the same as purchasers under said deed and not 
by inheritance. 
Respondents deny that the said Peuber Pose took possession 


of the iron ore on said tract of land immediately after said deed,or 


whatever the paper may be called, of Povert Crockett and wite to him 


was executed, or that he ever toox possession of it, and they deny 


that the parties claiming under the said Peuben Foss have continued 


in the possession of said iron ore using it as their own ever since 





that they are now in possession of it or that. they ever Nhawe- been an 


dtc 

respondents suppose that it is true that some kind of 

made between the grantees under the deed from Peter C. 
Johnson, vommissioner, to them of a part of the tract of land described 
in said bill, but they deny that partition ever was made between said 
rervics of the entire tract..of lands: they, further ideny that saad), par- 
tLibton to the extent to which it went, recognized or confirmed the 
Saver aor saldearom @re by tie Said Mobenmt: Crockery toi the said, weuben 
ROSE: "SUC, TECCOR AL Ob. oC Cengirmal ron was, GoRecessanye TaWmeicine §sard 
pertbition andy tonrerred Guens 1f regopnized.no rights upon Peuben Pose 
or those claiming under him, neither did it divest said parties to said 
partition deed of any right theretofore invested in them or either of 
them. 

Your respondents will now show your honor that they are the 

SPOS S HO UWO) parceds Of Sand’ bende: thet “on ‘the “7th day of January, 
1870 their ancestor James H.S.Morison, now aqeceased, purchased at 
judicial sale, from A.L.vridemore Commissioner, certain portions of 
Said tract°of land; that on the 18th day of Ocloper 1676, theniseda 
veclidemere as commissioner conveyed these two parcels of land so Con 
chased as aforesaid to the said James H.S.Mopison, by deed rerularly 
executed, acknowledged, delivered and hecorded,) aul of which swat le igere 
fully appear by reference to said deed, a copy of which is herewith 
Piled marked"A.L.P.". And inspection of this deed will show Ce eh is 
WaS a Sale and conveyance in fee of said entire lands therein described 
with no reservation of iron ore,timber or anything else. And you re- 
spondents will now show your honor that immediately after the purchase 
of said land by the said James H.S.Morison that he toox possession 
thereof, that he held the same openly, notoriously, continuously and ex- 
Clusively, claiming the whole including the timber, the iron ore, the 
minerals cf whatever kind or description, as his own up to the date ‘of 
his death, which occurred more than fifteen years ago, that immediate- 


ly arter the death of the said James H.S.Morison a¢ aforesaid, your 


— 





reéspondexrxts took possession of said land Claiming YyUCas phew -onn; 
tozether with ey Our ian 1,0. OF vncewm GL. anid that they “haveéwso tree 
Scuiad Meamid s/ OpentyjReLvoriLous ly /continuously,exciusivedy and adversely, 
Clasming. said lrenore” and timber as a part of said dand and 
each iis they suw proper; that the sai ut H.S.Morison had said land 
listed for taxayven and that, he and they shave paid the taxes thereon 
and aS an entirety every year from 1870 down to the present; that said 
Reuben Rose and those claiming under him never paid one single cent 
of taxes on said iron ore,timber or any other interest which they now 
Claim Ceaser ine scadd "hard. 

a respondents will now show your honor that on the eoth day 
of April,1870, theirrofethersitheweaid J.H.S.Morison purchased from 
James H.Crockett, one of the grantees in the deed dated on the “3rd 
day of June,1869, by Peter C.Johnson,Commissioner @c., his entire in- 
terest in said tract of land and the same was conveyed to him by deed 
Ot Distianclctiy me on A, el ee iain hin Wel elon Oct, Oilers CAC eh me oie, te Ce Gaels 
said deed, a copy of which is herewith filed as part hereof, marked 
Pre wae "Exam Met ikemewOr Lhas. deed will Show theveart, Verenabnge= 
lute conveyance in fee-simple and without e@ny reservation whatever 
of ths undivided ‘interest of the said James HuCreckett in amd £o saad 
land: andiyour respondents further show your honor that immediately 
after said purchase and ccnveyance to him, their ancertor the seid J.h. 
S.Morison, took the open,notorious possession of same, claiming it in 
is Ckeveely asthrs oan,’ that be eld, the same wp to his death-and 
that they, VOUT Ares pondenss have bela. the wosseselon cL said land 
ever Since, using VE 2s thei orn for all purposes tntil Ghew gece 
S&L65c01~ cerbulneperts of it to-cozdefendants in. thisssugry; thatebhey 
and their father have paid the texes upon the entirety of said land 
Prom 1870 down to the presént;: that no taxes @ieuesever been paid 
PwaCrTe On by whe DPeaintIns? or any person pider. whom at claims. 


Your respondents will] now show your.honor thet immediately 


after their father purchased gaid land and toot possession of it, that 





R 


he opened the iron ore, went to worz on the same. using Pt openly, ane 
notoricusly as his own; thet the said work in- removing said iron ore 
continued aus he had use for the same from that time down to his death, 
and that your respondents since they have been in POSHeSsSPon OF ery 
land which was before the year 1887 have opened up and used the iron 
ore, Tae eonsend under waited tract, of,.la ‘S saw proper, down to 
the present time; that this working yonelfelgs aby was open, RoLeri- 
ous, continuous and exclusive under a claim and. without Wimder 
ance oc any adverse assertion of right until the institution of the 
PeCSeHL. Sult, 

Your respondents will now show to your honor that it veh eewe 
that William Gibson, William Casby, Chedwell Pridemore, Yincent Cormi- 
ny, W.b.Stidhan, tee gece Thempson and your respondents havé been tating 
icon ore from various parts of said land, but they deny that this iron 
ore was taken while the said piaintiff was in possession of said land} 
they deny thet it was without the knowledge of the plaintif?. 
act amount of which has been thus mined they do not “now, but suppose 
it iS approxémately stated by the plaintiffs in their Daa ek Sie ks 
lixewise true that the ore thus taxen has been sold to the Virginia. 
Tron,Coal and Coke Company. is sale of iron ore hes been done prin- 
cipaully through your respondent George ?.Morison and the royalty or 
the same if $0.10 per ton. 

Your respondents have very little ‘mowledge of the OOM eae 
mentioned by the plaintiffs between itself and George Mori som, ue 
they deny most positively that said plaintiffs supposed that the said 
Morison was taking iron ors for ther: ffom “said -berd.. 

Your responéents now having answered S470 Ril as rg DE as bLhy 
are advised it is necessary to answer the same, and here denving every 
aibegation “ot the bill not herein betore admiitped vor denwed, Cileas wore 
that said injunction be dissolved and that they be dismissed with their 


[Ma 


reasonable costs in this behalf expended. 








To the honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Jude of ‘the Caixvedrt O¢ut 


for Lee County, Virginie. . & 


The joint and anewer of Willian Gipson, William Cosby 
Chadwell Pridemore, Jincent Cormengy, William P.Stidham, Martin 
uw S&S Med beep thee | 4 | . £2 a 
Say SOR, and Martha JI.Gibson to a bill exhibited againet him and oth= 
ers in this honorable Court by the American Association, Incorporated, 
which sue& as a corporation, 
Thes ee spondents saving the pl 8, gle of cli such exceptions 
es peshad to said pill, upon its final hearing for TS s ay 
of law and mis statement or facv,, Por enswera co sad bithi, 
soumch thereor, ati they axe advised it is materiel] and necessary *or 
them to answer, answering Sey t | 
That “they have carefully Lead » ARG. «coms pues the answer of the 
the ie ageeieae vac tee William } son _J.H.S. Morison George PD. Mori®eh 
Winnie Richmond to seid bill fae they believe that the deniais 
thecein made mé@G@e and the facts therein we are true and thev here- 
by adopt the same as al for & part of their answer tc s sadd pill. 
mespendents William Givsorns, Wilhliem Cosby, Chadwell Pride- 
more, Vincent Cormeaney, wild exe state to your honor that they each 
hold the lands a1. iron re woech they hae been working wnder and 
purchasers from their co-defendants whose answer they have herein 


verore adopted as their answer, and they deny that the said plaintifr 


interest whatever in said iron ore,timber or mining rights 


land, and they deny that the said pledntitT fe mow idm possesren 


land, iron ore or minerals. or that it or its agent were ever 
any time in possession of the same; th y deny thet George W.Rose 
Reuben Rose or the heirs or He sald ™“enuben Reose-wene ever at, 
in possession cf said iron ore or any part Lheream Ori eras rining rights 
ant thereto. | 
And now having anewered said bill as fully ee they deem it 
mecessury to answer the sam and here denying each end every allera- 


tLicn of said bill née herein before admitted or denied, they pray = 


the said injunction be dissolved and that they be dismissed with their 
| sas AN | a 2f—~ 
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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court of 
heevOoun Ly, -Virgeinias 

ihe answer of Flora Stidham to a bill and amended bill ex- 
nibited against her and others in this Honorable Court by the Amer- 
ican Association, Incorporated. | 

Respondent answering said original and amended bill says that 
it is true that the plaintiff, at the second September rules 1901 
Filed in this honorable Court its original bill against William 
Gibson and others, to which your respondent was nat a Parriby 5 sullen 
the object of said bill was to enjoin the mining and removal of 
iron ore from a certain tract of land in Lee County containing 900 
acres More or less, which tract of land is described by the bill 
and the various exhibits therwwith filed, and as a further object 

WO-Ssaverntimeac, Of and. 
mswer directly to said original bill respondent says 
4 she has read carefully the answer of her co-respondents 


+ 


William,J.H.S5. and George P.\Mlorison and Minnie Richmond to said 
Cee iad bills “hha 's elcives said answer toitbe true in ise far 
as it refers to the eéneral title or rather want of title of the 
plaintiff to the iron ore in, on and under said 500 acre tract. of 
land, and she here adopts the same as and for her answer in those 
particulars, 

Respondent fenies bhat Lhe wolainter «<7 the ‘own'eie sot “ihe aren 
Qrel_and.Onner minerals am, on and, under ‘said tract of: land or any 
part of it; she denies that said complainants are in the possession 
of said iron ore, or that they ever had any possession thereof 
and she denies thateany “person under whom the plaintiff claimed 
at any time since 1862 have nad possession of said iron ore or min- 
Ceo Ot acon On Were, .O0 any park Enereor land especially dockage, d= 
ny any such owme@ettip or possession of the plaintiff to that part 

' 

Ope 6. OOO acme tract, of Land Laid off and assianed» to Rf. f. Grock— 
ett and which is now owned by this respondent. This parcel so 

owned by respondent is two shares of lands owned by .the said Robert 
Crockett at the AGRE BOT Aas death and which were afterwards volun- 
tarily partitioned among his children. The land so partitioned 
consisted as your respondent has’wbeen informed of parts of two tracts 


land, one of which was a part Oa 1s known as the John TOR gE 


1155 acre tract and the other is the residue of the 500 acre tract 





which was left after the two sales were made by A.hL.Pridemore, 
Commissioner to Dr. J.H.S.Morrison. And the tract thus owned by your 
respondent was that which fell,in said partition, to R.H.Crockett, 
being his own one-sixth interest and the one-sixth interest which 
he purchased from his brouner H.&.Crockett as is more fully shown 
by the deed of the said i.b&. Crockett to the said R.E.Crockett a copy 
of which is filed herewith as a part hereof marked "l'.S.No.1" 

Your respondent has been informed, and she beleives truly so, 
that Robert Crockett departed this life intestate some time prior 
OY § Oe year 18673; that at the time of nis death he did not have 
therplesal title yeo, ene 500 acre tract of land mentioned in the bill 
if he ever owned said eeaiie in any way. She is further informed 
and supposes truly so, that prior to the year 1568, the legal title 
to said land was in,or supposed to be in, the unknown heirs of War- 
tin Beaty, and on the fourth day of May 1868 as she learns from 
"Exhibit Record" Filed with the plaintiff’s bill, that .R. E. Créckett 
Newton A.Evans, Elizabeth J.Evans, Jonathan Bales, Sarah A. Bales, 
Andrew J.Urockett, Harrison B. Crockett and James A.Crockett filed 
their bill in the County Court of Lee County the object of which 
was to extract from the unknown heirs of Martin Beaty deceased the 
legal title to said 500 acre tract of land and that such proceedings 
were had in said cause as resulted in the appointment of a Commis- 
sioner whose duty it was made to convey said tract of land to the 
said plaintiffs in said suit, which ne accordingly done, and a copy 
of said deed is filed by the plaintiff with its bill marked "Exhibit 
A".. Your respondent denies that this conveyance o f the said Com-_ 
missioner to R.H.Crockett and others enured to the benefit of 
Reuben Rose the grantee of said Robert Crockett for said eOn), OMS it 
mining rights &c.. Respondent denies that the said Robert Crockett 
on the 25th day of November, 1857, or at any other time, was the 
owner of said 500 acre tract of land or that he conveyed the iron 
ore thereon or thereunder to Reuben Rose, and she denies that the 
said Robert Crockett had a title bond for the same from Martin Beaty 
or anybther person. An examination of the *E5 exhibit with the 
plaintiff’s bill, marked "record", will show that said suit was 
prought by Robert H.Crockett and others in tneir own right and 


not mmearohh of any heirship Pgrkobert Corokett or to any othe 


person and the Commissioner iz directed. to comvey to them - on 





viduals and not as the neirs of Robert Cyockett, and an examina, 
tion of the deed made by said Commissioner shows that the convey- 
ance was to said parties as individuals. A’ Turther examination of 
said deed discloses the fact that it was a conveyance of the entire- 
Gy Of Said tract of land. in tee simple without any reservation of 
any kind, and respondent will now show your Honor that she has been 
informed and she alleges it to be true that immediatelt after the 
execution of said deed by the said Commissioner, that the parties 
Bamed therein as erantees took “possession of said land elaimime asb 
and holding it as their own including the iron ore and other miner- 
als thereunder and ~aaversely tos tne cciaims- of “every "over sper ong 

Py an examination of the deed Hf H.B.Crockett to R.E. Crockett 
herein filed as exhibit f.5.No.1 1t will be seen that said deed is 

@ conveyance in See-simple of his undivided interest with no res- 
Srvawuions of -Lron ore or minerals or mining privileges. 

Your respondent is informed that complainant is laying great 
stress upon the fact that when deeds of partition were signed up 
between the Crocketts that ia these mutual cCOonVeyances,. they reserved 

the iron ore and that in vhe deed from his brothers and sisters 
and J.H.S.Morrison, who had become the owner by purchase of James 
H.Crockett’s snare in said land, that said grantors or rather re- 
leasors, reserved the iron ore. Your respondent is advised that 
said reservation amounts to nothing, that the said h.h. Crockett 
was already seised of his full interest in the sald Land and that 
bao Only clo Cece -phak sad didecd mad om could have was’ a severance 
On its  shagepror interest in said land from the shares of nis co- 
tenants, and that said deed could not divest Hann of interests 
with which he was alweady seised. 

Your respondent will now show your Honor that the said RL. 
Cmockett Lived on, oecuptzd and used said tract of. hand openly; 
HOboOrLouslys -CoOnuinousiyeand exctusively Corta long nimberse? years 
411 the time claiming it in fee-simple from the center of the earth 
to the heavens, and during his ownership of said land, your peti- 
tloner is advised a.nd. she avers it to be true, that the said R.E. 
Crockett made as many as three deeds of trust on said land in each 


of which he conveyed the whole land, iron ore and minerals, witnout 


‘ > 


any reservations of any kind, pO&der one of which deeds of LYUs 
/! 4y 
iy 





and win a suit in chancery foriihe, purpese,of adjusting and ascertain, 
ing the liens upon said land, it was decreed to be sold and that no 
reservation whatever was made in said decree, nor was any claim set 
up or asserted by the plaintiff to any interest in, said land nor 
did said plaintiff come forward and assist in the defence of said 
suit or contribute anything towards saving said land from sale, 
Shad after it was decreed to be sold as your respondent is advised 
and here charges t#m% Martha J.Gibson, a daughter of the said Rk. 

B. Crockett, and who for eight years or: more. prior thereto ‘had been 
supporting him in his palsied affliction,am# paid off the sum of 
amid deed ar List Sed Cor whichrsald wand jwas decreed gion be serd 
and thereupon her father conveyed said land to her, ail of which 
will more fully and at large appear by reference to the chancery 

« 
CoMce Onn Wek. Crockett Vs. E.veRbwine,trustce ci) etal se tuia or 


recede ianewhe  Wlerk’?s -ofiicesom, the "Circul.,Court.of, MeeweCoumtiys 


F 
to which reference is here made, and to the deed of R.L. Crockett 


to Martha J.Gibson, a copy of which is filed with the answer of the 
said Martha J.Gibson and to which reference is here made. 

Respondent will now show your honor that after said land was 
conveyed by the said P.k.Crockett Lo his daughter the said Martha 
J.Gibson, your respondent, in ocnsideration of the sum of $1:500. 00 
purchase'’d said ian from the said Martha J.Gibson and took a deed 
fer tie same. Arcopy.ol Watcnhiis Tiled \hérewith as part inercen, 
marked "F.S.No.2". 

Respondent says that she is an innocent purchaser of sald land 
full and complete, and that she became such before she nad any no- 
Lice .of the c&taim of tite »pladntari Go “the iron: ore, and she @eyvctme 
that she and those under whom she chaims had been in» the open no- 
torious, continuous and adverse possession of said land claiming 
it as their own ror more than ten years before the institution of 
thie Stab and she invokes form her protection whe penerits OL ~ uae 
the ststute of limitation. 

Sey eae denies’ that, plaanturf’ is em ever wes" he OMe em 
whe ion ore son saides00;acre Sract of landor any \paxke ihenoom 
she denies that Feuben Rose or any person claiming to be his ven- 
dees tiene ever been the owner of said iron ore or any part there— 
of since the year 1862 when the furnace, or iron works, sold Dy 


Pobert Crockett to Reuben Fose, on, Indian Creek ceased to be operated 





Respondent is advised and will now show your Honor, that the 
alleged deed of the 25th day of Nevember, 1887, of Robert Crockett 
and wife to Peuben Fose, a copy of which is filed with the plain- 
LOE ibaa Lees. Cxalo1s nly conveyed to the said Reuben Rose 


the right to the iron ore on said land (if the ore on said 500 acre 


tract was embraced by said deed) for use at said iron works on In- 


dian Greek. The consideration for said conveyance is the fact 
that the said Crockett had theretofore sold and conveyed unto Reuben 
Bose the iron works theretofore belonging to him with torent lands 
elonging to the same, and the deed then recites as follows " andby 
said contract said Rose was to have the benefit of all the iron 

ore on the lands belonging to the said Corckett in the County of 
hee &c" The deed then proceeds "in consideration of said con- 
tract we the said Robert Corckett and Elizabeth Crockett doth sell 
ancerConmey aiid. the ore on all their lands as aforesaid unto the 
said Reuben Rose his heirs and assigns Forever with free access by 
sates to be kept up by both parties through their lands, niZ@ly (elie Bisig{o! 
haul?) Lhe same. to gale iron Oe While the crantine words of the 
deed are broad they must be referred to the consideration and the 
reason for said conveyance. This consideration and reason is the 
Pact of the sale of said iron works and tne consequent duty Eur) CLF secs 
sire of Purnishing a sufficient quantity of ore to run said works 
and the “right of the said Rose is, by the de ed, expres Seley lar ibed 

= sf 

to, only dre ore for and haul it to said iron works. BY Une; berms 
of said deed said ore could be hauled no place else and it ssems 

+o be limited alone in the use of timber &c. to the said Rose and 
nis hands. Your respondent avers that said iron works ceased oper- 
ation in tne year 1862 and that they have never been in operation 
nee ano said iron works were abandoned the iron ore Was aban—- 


aur (Weerls try kl fo HOcativly 
doned, and trom ae day down to Prue time wnen a "boom" was started 


AK 
in lands and minerals around Cumberland Gap, no claim was ever 5e 
up or asserted by Reuben Rose or any of his descendants to said 
iron ore. ‘hey never paid, as respondent is advised, one 
cent of taxe@ "on said ore or mineral Hace, and. ined Sar 
phen it became necessary for P.H. Crockett and otners LO 
the legal title to said 500 acre Peaet Of hewiigtahacom- she 


Martin Beaty, said Roses stood aloof, teok no interest in said suit, 


contributed nothing to the expense thereof, asserted no, claim ticres 





to, thus showingin the strongest manner tnat acts can show a complete 
abandonment of the right to said ore and the privilege of removing 

Wb om said land, and respondent is advised that nov only Elie 
atatute of Limitation but the doctrine of laches affords tO “Wet: 

and those of her co-defendants owning parts of said 500 acre tract 

of land, a complete defence to the unjust claim ‘of. the »ladnGenes 

here asserted. 

Respondent will now show your Honor that she has no Knowledge 
within herself as to whom said tract of land was cranted by the 
Commonwealth, nor does she beleive that complainants have any bet- 
ter knowledge. Said plaintift? comes by ifs oricinal bili so tently, 
asserting that said tract of land was eranted by the Commonwealth 
to Martin Beaty and they solmnly averthat they have filed a certi- 
Pied copy of said patent with the bill marked “toch i bine” ittapebo sie 
the amended bill thex plaintiff says it was mistaken in reading 
its own vatent, and it now avers that said tract of land was granted 

to Fobert Heaty. Respondent makes no admission or denial as to 
either of these contradictory allegations. 

Respondent now having answered said bill and amended bill in 
so far as she deems it material to answer the same, ano ere daeny— 
ing ever allegation not nereinbefore specifically denied or admitted 
she prays that said injunction be dissolved and that she be hence 


dismissed with her cost. 
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To the honorable H.A.W.Skeen,s Judge of the Circnit Court of 
hee County, Virginia; 

The separate answer of Wary Cosby to a bill and an amended 
bill-exhibited against her-and others in. this “honorable Court 
by the American Association, Incorporated. 

Respondent says that she is the owner of a small pzrcel 
Oo. tie- land, im the’ bill and proceedings mentioned, the same being 
a part of the land conveyed to J.H.S.Morrison by A.L. Pridemore Com- 
missioner and she Piles herewith as apart hereof, a copy of her 
deed for the same. 

Respondent will now show your Honor ‘that she has had carefully 
read to her the answer of William E., J#H.s., and Geo.P. Moprison 
BOvsoUC omicinal Dulipend-she Nere adapts tile same’as Nex answer 
to both said amended and Orvaine) Duis S ‘and An ado bonis te nou} 

denies that said plaintiff was in the possession of the ron 
in, ,Cheandreunder the tract of Land owned by her at the time of 
Tes BLU UaOM, | Oi Fit ake Slt SS ie nersebf was in the actual posses- 
of said land under which said ore liesa@nd she was in the actual 
possession using and working said Fron ore at the time of the insti- 
EOC LOMAOl ‘Sone ASR, ) “ahi likewise denies that said olaintiff or 
any one under whom it claims, was ever,at any time, since ULE ees 
ever, th the Possession’ or ithe iren ore or any part..of” Le 
in, on of Undersaid tract of Land now owned by respondent, ' and ske 
accents bhatt Crom“eeae 5 that is from the date, of his purchase from 
Anil -PrCUeemMore:. Dr, J.H. 8. orrions was in the actual. open, notorious, 
continuous and exclusive possessi | the lands so ‘purchased 
by him, claimine the same as his o the time of his death; 
that after his death his heirs were likewise and in like possession 
of said Landimp., te chg/time they conveyed the same to respondent, 
and that respondent has been in the possession ever since. 

And now having answered said bill as fully as she is advised 

it is material to answer the same, and here Ree One t 1g denying 


every allegation of the plaintiff’s bill not herein before admitted 


a 


‘4 Vi Zi - ff - 
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or denied, she prays to be hence dismissedwith her cost. 


A 
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To the Hon.H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Cirevit Court for Lee 

County, Virginia: 
The separate answer of Martha J.Gibson to an original and amended 
bill exhibited in this honorable court against her and others 
by the American Association Incorporated; 
For answer the respondent says said bill is not sufficient in law 
for her to be called upon to answerj;but should any other and fur- 
ther answer be necessary,answering she says: 

That it is not trbe that the complainant is the owner and in pos- 
session of all the iron ore and minerals and certain rights and 
privelsges appurtenant thereto,in,on and under the tract of land 
in the bill mentioned,oranv part of said tract;and she denies that 
Said complainant or any person ,under whom it cClaims,ever at any 
time,unless it was old Robert Crocket,had possession of said ore 
or minérals,or any of them or any part thereof. 

Now respondant supnoses that it is true,that said tract of land 
was granted by the commonwealth to Robert Beaty,but,as to mether 
Martin Beaty became the owner thereof,and how,as as to how Robert 
Crocket became the owner,she does not know. 

As to the several allegations in said bill,as to the ectetmof-the 
gfclaim of the plaintiff to the ore,minerals,etc.,on said tract of 
land,and as to the validity and legal effect of the writing purport 
ing to Ror eee entered inté ‘albeit Robert CID: B a wits ey | 
Ruben Rose ,Nov.27,1857, this respordent haVing heard tHe answer’ bo 
the original bill,of William Morrison,J.H.S.Morrison, Geo.P.Morri- 

OA LEAL A Lefts Mtl a Alora Slider Ls Aor, 
son,and Mifinte Richmond read, she here adopts said answergas and — 
for her own;and in addition thereto she will further represent . ne 


unto your honor,that R.E.Crocket,the father of your respondent Ne 


was the owner of that part of the said 500 acre tract of land, % 


laid down on the plat of L.M.Carmicheal,filed in the cause ,and 
designated"R.E.Crochet",from the /#iaay of hk , 189%, until 
he sold and conveyed the same to this respondent,and put her in 


possession thereof,April 350th 1898 ,jholding,using,cultivating and 
enjoying the same,and every part and parcel thereof,togehter with 





a= 

the ore,minerals and all things pertaining thereto,openly,notori- 
ously, adversly,and continuously,as his own,and your,respondent from 
the said 30th day of Aprol,I&98,up to the present time,and her ven~ 
dee Stidham have been in Like possession of said ee 
parcel of land,ore and minerals,amd all things vertaining thereto, 
using and occupying the same in like mannerjand have not been in- 
terfered with by any one,claiming said land or the ore,or the min- 


erals thereon,until the institution of this suit. 


Ana your respondent is advised and therefore alleges,that such o- 


pen, notorious, continuous adverse,and uninterrupted possession is 


a conplete bar to the nlaintiff's actjon;ang she, here 1 yokes the 
oC of ey sail /eaket 
L 
¥ 


statute of limitation in her benals, agal ‘SS plaintiff's claim. 


The deed from R.E.Crocket, conveying to your respondant, dated 


April 30th, 1998, fer said tract or parcel of land,is nerewith 


1! i 


filed as a part hereof,marked G&G 
And said respondant having fully answered said original and amend- 
ed bills,so far as she is advised that it is material or necessary 


she shoujpA answer ,now enyiyng All allegatjyon aig bi1l1ls,no A 
dalite abisisagtd 7. P98 Dj hdc ee Phe 
e cod 


nefeinbefore answered or denied,s prays @@ nence dismissed with 


Dp 
Ou Nel for i Lif Aacolec V 
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her reasonable costs. 








To the Hon.HeA.W.Skeen, judge of the Circuit Court for Lee County e 
The joint demurer and answer of WeGeand C.M.Colson to ank amended. 
bill filed in the Circuit court for Lee County ,Va.,by the American As~ 
sociated Incorporated against them and others,and for demurrer thereto 
they say they are advised that said amended bill is not sufficient in law 
to call upen them for answer,and of this they pray for judgement ;but if 
they be mistaken in their cause of demurrer, ‘and further answer should be 
required of them,not waiving their cause of demurrer,answering they say? 
That in so far as theri answer to the original bill of said compalinants 
is applicable to its said amened bill,they adopt the same as an answer 
theretoe But answering more specifically,they deny most emphatically, 
that said Robert Beaty conveyed the 500 acre tarct of land mentioned in 
this cause to Martin Beaty in the early part of the 19th century or at 
any other time,and consequently a record could not be made of such con= 
veyance. They deny that prior to 1821 or at any other time said Martin 
Beaty had executed a title bond for said land to Robert Crocket or to 
ant other person,and that said Robert Beaty took posses ssion of the same 
as early as said year or in any other year end mined any iron ore at all | 
upon said land;but sf he should have minet any such ore it was done now 
and then,not regularg and constantly,nor did those claiming under him 
do so,guntil the breaking out of the Civil war in 1861 or 62 or at any othe 
time e 
Your respondents deny that said complainant and those under whom they 
claim ever posessed and enjoyed said tract of land or any part thereof 
during all of said period of time cultivating portions thereof,or had 
any part thereof Cleared and under fence,or built or had any dwelling nous: 
es continuously during all of said timeeThey deny the possession 0 f 


said Robert Crocket or any one claiming under him was for the said en= f 


tire period of time open notorious, continuous ,adverse and exclusive ,un- 1 
der color of title for the whole or of any part thereof for the statutory 
period,and such being the case your respondents are advised that it is 
material for the said complainant to connect itself with Robert Beaty, 
for no conveyance will be presumed in this case to him or to any other 


persone 


Your respondents will further deny that inn 1854 or 55 or at any 


other date @aid Robert Crocket sold the iron ore on gin or under said 





% 


Pu 

tract of land;and they deny that he did not convey the same until in 
1857.And they deny that KWM Rueben Rose and those claiming under hin,’ 
including saic complainant have since 1854 or 1855 or any other year 
held said iron ore and used,mined,occupied and enjoyed the same,openly, 
adversely,continuously jnototiously and exclusively against the claim 
of your respondents,much less all persons until the trespapssess set 
forth in said complainats original bill. 

Your respondents further say and they insist that the Robert Beaty 
mentioned in their answer to said complainant's said original bill is 
the true and rightful Robert Beaty,and was the same Beaty to whom said 
land was granted by the Commonwealhhk.If there was ever any other man 
by that name they never heard of him,'and they now think and charge that 
such an insinuation is but a ruse of the complainah&’ to bolster up its 
unjust cause set up against thepeThey demand strict proof of its charge 
so falsely made. | 

It is true that said deed of Robert Beaty # to William Woodsaon 
was not put upon record until in 1901,yet such a fact does not viciate 
the same,unless the said complainant cnan show by proper eveidence that 
it is an innocent purchaser without notice,and this it does not attempt 
to claim in its original or amened bill.Your respondents are advised 
that it is not the recordation of deed that makes it good,but it is 
its execution and deliverey,which was done by said Robert Beaty to said 
Wm .WoodsoneIf it is intended or intimated that said deed of Robert 
Beaty to said Woodson was faaudulent,that is expressly denyed. And now 
having fully answered said amened bill as they are advised it is material 
for them to answer,they pray that they be hence dismissed with thei cg 
reasonable @osts in this behalf expendede But if any any allegation 
in said original or amended bill has been evetltoked and not admited 
or specificly denyed,your respondents call upon said complainant for 


strict and lawful proof of the same,foew they do not admit any thing 


not specially so done in this or their answer to said original Bille 


And they will ever pray etc. 
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LEE CIRCUIT COURT. 


Anerican Association Incorporated, Pisaimtitt . 


VS. in, Chancery. 
Wm. Gibson, et al, Defendants. 


“= 
.4 


It appearing that the defendants, Martha J. Gibson, 
Flora Stidham, and Mary Cosby, have filed their separate 


answers at rules since the last term of thie court! WiTLen 





are answers to both the original bill and the amended bill 
mi tes Cause. | Lae vlaintiffreplies generally to said an 
and by agreement of the parties the joint answers heretofore 


filed by Wm. Morrison, J. H. 5. Morrison, Geo. P. Morrison, 


Minnie Richmond and he joint answers of Wm. Gibson, Wm. 


Chadwell Pridemore, Vincent Carminy, Kate Carminy, 
B. Stidham, Martin Thompson, onde tone LOSeie ae 
+o be treated as answers to the amended bill as well as the 
original bil herein, to which’ as answers to the amended bill, 
the plaintiff likewise revlzes generally. Thereupon W. G. 


» 


C olson and G. M. Colson, ask leave of the Courts to). fi ler tite 


3 


‘Sint demurrer and answers 0 the said amended bill, which 
eranted, and the same ar accordingly filed. And 
the plaintiff requiré the said W. G. Colson and. "C. M.. Gertsen 


to state in writing the grounds of their said demurrer, and 


7 


ales 


they failing to assign any groundsf¢o said demurrer, it is 


ehie 
fore adjudged, ordereca and decreed that the said demurrer b¢ 
and the same is hereby over-ruled, and the vlaintiff replies 
senerally to the said answers of the said W. G. Colson and 

And by agreement of the parties the depositions hereto- 
fore taken by the plaintiff prior to thecfiling’ of 2ts. emended 
bill, and prior to the introduction of certain defendants, sre 
ve we Tread and chy upon both the original and amended 


i 
bilge. sao thesassi raised thereby; as thouch the amended bil 
Ds J 3 é 





a | 


had been filed prior to the taking of said depositions, and 


the said parties had been made parties original. 


And this cause is continued. 
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The deposition of L. WM. Carmical taken at the office of By Bs 
Sewell in Jonesville, Vireinia, February 18th, 1907, in behalf 
ef the plaintiff ina certain suit pending in the Circuit Court 
of Lee county, Virginia, under the style of Wm. Gibson et al 
¥DSAmerican &% Association ENCORPORATHFOD. 

By agreement of counsel oath ana signature of witness is 
waived: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. IRVINE: 

Please state whether or not you ever ran out the Fields 
7080 acre patent and if so what was the occasion fo doing it? 

I ran a part of the lines, not the whole of it by order 


of Federal Court (U. S. Circuit Court at Abingdon, Va.) ina 


suit then pending therein between the Fatern Kentucky Land Com- 


pany and the American Association Limited and others, which 
involved the title to some of the Fields land about ten years 


azo. 


State whether or not your report and survey Was used as 
a basis by both parties? 
I think it was. 

State whether or not you located the lines of the Fields 
survey at thz t time the same as you have located them in the 
plat in this cause 80 far as the same are shown on your 
present map? 

The locations are the same. 

Who pounted out to you the corners by which you ran that 
Survey? 

C. B. Johnson and Maj. Cockrell. 

Who were they? 
Cc, B, Johnson was a surveyor that Lived in the neighborhood 
of the survey and had lived there many years, and he done a 


great deal of surveying in that section. Maj. Cockrell was 


representing the interest of the Easterm Kentucky Land Co, Gen. 


Manager 





state how old the marks on the corner trees at a3 on your 
plat and the line trees on two fields lines leading from the 
point mentioned in your report seemed to be? 

They were very ancient xk marks. They had the appearance 
of being made as far back as 50 years. probably further. 

Could you state whether they could have been as old as 


100 years? 


They may probably have been as old as 100 years. It is 


avery difficult matter for a surveyor without blocking a tree 
to tell by its general appearance whether it is very old or 
not, 

State whether or not any one at the time you made the 
court survey above referred to or at any other time ever sug- 
gested to you that the true Fields line was higher up the moun- 
tain along there? 

No one ever suggested it, that I remember of, and I should 
think I would remember it. 

Did any one ever tell you of any marked corner or line 
trees from 200 or 300 poles further up the mountain at that 
point, or did you ever find or have occasion to look for such 
trees along there? 

No one ever made any mention of such trees and I had no 
occasion to look for any. 

State whether or not you ever had occasion to run any 
other land that cornered at the point bl on your plat, known 
as the Gibson white oak corner? 

I ran from that point in a, I reckon it was am ejectment & 
suite--I ran it in a suit between Mr. Colson and Mr. Hamilton 
several years ago and also ran it once before ina suit be- 
tween the American Association and Mr. Colson. In the Hamilton 


suit the land in controversy lay on the SOuth of this tree and 


in the second suit the land was practically the same &k as that 





#3 


survey in this suit. 

State whether or not that point is an old recognized corne 
ahong the land owners xn at that point? 

I think it is. I have never heard it disputed. 

If a line be run from the point b 4 on your map N 36 & 
482 poles, how close would that bring it to the cliffs of 
the Cumberland Mountain as near as you can guage it ? 

Very near the cliffs I should think. 

Taking that point as a correct lecation of the two white 
oaks and pine shown as a 3 on your map and running the Fields 
lines from that point, how would lines running off from there 
lie with reference to the cliffs of the mountain? 

Well, those lines would be near the cliffs. The cliffs 
run in a general direction about parallel with these lines. 

Where do these lines run by you lie with reference to the 
foot of the mountains. 

After we leave a3 they rapidly fall towards the foot of 
the mountains and reach the foot at a4 and b 6. 

Point a3 as I understand you, is on the spur of the moun- 
tain, is that correct? 


That is correct. 


Where is Cumberland Gap on your plat approximately, I 


mean the Gap in the mountain? 

I think it is immediately above the line marked "4&5" and 
"dG". 

What is the scale of your map in this case? 

I think it is about 60 poles. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION-MR. COLSON: 

How many lines in the Fields survey did you ever mn? 

I think 7 or 8. 

Where did you begin? 


We began at a pointover in Kentucky said to be the begin= 
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The deposition of W. B. Stidham, taken on August edrd, 
|} 1906, at the Johnson Hotel, Pennington Gap, Virginia, 
| pursuant to notice and the agreement of the parties, to be 


|/read in evidence on behalf of the defendant, Flora Stidham 








|and other defendants in the cause in chancery now pending in 


i} 
| 


the Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia, under the style 


| 


| of American Association, Incorporated, v. William Gibson et 
jal. 

! PRESENT: 

| 


B. H. Sewell and R. fT. Irvine, attorneys for plain- 





"iets apo Os Ts.  Dume@eme sy sO. Roel ‘and We C. Colson. com 
i 


| counsel. for defendants. 


W. B. STIDHAM, a witness of lawful age, being duly 
lsworn, deposes and says: 

a. What is your name, residence and occupation? 

A W. B. Stidham; I live in Lee County, and work on 
railroad. 


Q What is your age? 


| 


42 years old. 


What part of Lee County do you live in, Mr. Stid- 


Station Creek, in the lower end of the County. 


Are you acquainted witn the tract of land known 


las the Robert Crockett 500 acre tract? 
| A I think I an. 


Q How long have you known it? 


17 years. 


























Q Are you acquainted with the seam of iron ore 


Hi 
; 
that's on ait? 











A Yessir. 





Q How long have you known that? 

A Same time--seventeen years. 

Q Did you ever make an examination of that<iron, ore 
‘with a view of leasing or purchasing it either for yourself 


lor for some other party? 
i 











A 2¢s8, .ShP% 

Q When was that? 

A That was the Fall of '87 I believe--that's the 
pest I remember. 

| Q State whether or not there was at that time any 
| other fresh or new openings on that seam of iron ore? 


A None whatever. 


Q When did you first see the openings of iron ore 
/ 


upon that land, and, if you know, by whom were they made? 


A I think they were made by Clyde Johnson, son of 
| Charley Jonnson. 

Q Under whose direction? 

A R. C. Ballard Thruston--was the information l had 
from you (Duncan) that day. 
Q You may state whether or not I was having tnem 


| 
lH , . ‘ 
| done or superintending the doing of them? 


1 
Wt 
| 











A Yes, sir; you was there in person yourself. 


| Q State whether or not there were any old apparent 


‘openings of iron ore on that tract.of land? 


| A Yes, sir; there was. 





Q Now, you may state at what point on the tract you 


‘observed these old evidences of a seam of iron ore having 


1 
| 


| 


| 


fe 





been worked? 


| A The old work continued all the way along the tract 
just mentioned, and all the way to Cumberland Gap. 
| 
| Q Was there any evidences of openings on this 500 


| 





acre tract, on that part of the land then claimed by Ellett 
Crockett and now owned by you and your wife? 

A The old openings were made, as I stated, on this 
particular tract. 


| , 
Q How far West did these openings extend--clear down 





ito the end: ol the’ treet? 

| A All the way across this 500 acre tract. 

Q if IL understand you’ correctly, you state, that there 
was) no other opening on, that ‘tract of land at all,: except 
ithose made under the direction of myself and Mr. Thruston 

by Clyde Johnson? 

| A None whatever. 

Q Did you ever have any conversation with anybody 
Ase: aon the American Association, Limited, or the Rose 
‘claimant with reference to leasing or purchasing that iron 
lore on that particulat 500 acre tract of land? 

A VEC), Sit". 

Q When was that? 

A. About ten years ago this September. 

Q Well, what did they say about it, if anything? 

A I went to see Mr. Alex. McArthur, I think it was, 
‘at Cumberland Gap--Captian Gibson furnished me the informa- 


| ttn; we sent to Middlesboro for him and he came to the of- 








|fice in Cumberland Gap; he said he did not know anything about 
lene land, but that Charlie Johnson and the surveyor did, and 


ihe furnished some map, and he and Dr. Morrison went over the 











premises with me; he was their surveyor then, and we went 


| 








}over another tract of land, and passed through these prem- 


| ises, and he showed me a 57 or a 157 acre tract up the creek 











| above all these premises. 
Q Well, at that time did he assert any ownership in 
| the iron ore on this piece of land? 
A NF OWy MS Bas oh 
Q At the time you met him and Johnson and others, 
| recite, if you can remember, who else was present? 
A R. BE. Crockett was there himself. 
Q Did Mr. Crockett make any statement to you, if so, 
what, in reference to the iron ore? 
A He wanted to sell, and I represented F. A. Strat- 
ton and Frank Gilliam, and he proposed to me that he sell 
me this iron ore, in the presence of you, Ballard Thruston, 
Charley Johnson and Clyde Johnson, and others who were working 
ther @.. 
Q At that time was Mr. Crockett living on the same 
| tract of land now owned by you? 
A Yes,.sir. 
Q You know the tract of land that is claimed by Mr. 
Colson? 
A Yee, Sits 
Q At the time you speak of were there any fresh open- 
on that piece of land? 
A No, sir. | 
Q Were there any old openings on the land? 
A Yes, sir; there was. 
Q At the time you met the representative of the 
| American Association, if I understand you correctly, you state 


that he presented to you some map. I will ask you if thigs 


& 


hey showed that they were claiming the iron ore on this 900 
| 





acre tract. 


fix) Migs seis 

















| BY Mr... CoLs em; 

Q, You speak of some old openings on the land in con- 
| troversy; state wether you ever saw any openings other than 
| those you have mentioned, or whether you ever Saw anyone 
taking ore from any of the lands in controversy? 

A Yes, I have seen people taking the ore since I 
| have lived there. 

I mean before? 
iO. Sar 
Who since then? 
G. P. Morrison. 
None before? 
No, Ll never knew ot anything except samples I 
| took myself. 
Q During the time you were prospecting, did you under- 
to get ore on the North of Poor Valley Ridge? 
A I prospected it about ten years ago. 
At what points did you prospect on the land? 


All along from Cumberland Gap up to the premises 


Q If, during that time, you was instructed not to 
| go on any part of the premises in controversy, tell where? 


A You or your brother sent a note by John Barnes 





i 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


| 
| ing? 


| to know by what authority I went on the premises. 
| 


Q On what part of the premises were you then work- 


A I was working on the premises North-east of where 








| I live--at John's. 


























Q You never seen the lines of John Jones’ survey 





| @efined when the lines of the 500 acre survey were defined? 


A No, sir. 








(OBJECTION: Counsel for the American Association, In- 





| corporated, object to all of the foregoing questions and 
answers as to the conversation between witness and R. &. 


| Crockett as inadmissable. ) 


CROSS-EXAMINATION by counsel for plaintiff: 


Q How long have you lived on this land? 

A About five years I believe. 

Q Prior to that time you lived in Wise County, near 
Big Stone Gap, dia you not? 
A Three years before that I was at Ewing, fourteen 
| miles this side of the land. 


Q Your experience with this iron ore prior to five 








years ago was practically limited to the two trips which 
| you took there, to-wit: the one in 1887 in which you saw 


| the Thruston or Judge Duncan openings, and the other one about 








| ten years ago when you met Mr. Arthur. 


A Yes, those two trips and another which I did not 


| tell about. 


Q Well, tell about that other one. 














A I didn't think it necessary; it was about like the 


| other ones; I met Mr. Arthur and we went over the premises 





and spoke of his title there. 


Q Did Mr. Arthur tell you at Cumberland Gap that he 











| didn't know about his Company's property there. 


A That's what he did--that's correct. 

















6 
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— a 


Q Who was it that you referred to in your direct 
’ ; ’ 
|examination as having moved iron ore from these lands in 
| 


recent years? 




















A GC. R Morrnieon, “ef Cumberlands trap. 
Q Where was he getting it from? 


A Off of the premises that I live on--the land in con- 


itroversy. 











lvirginia, Lee County, to-wit: 

| I, Paul Dulaney, a Notary Public in and for the County 
of Lee and State of Virginia, certify that the foregoing 
|deposition of W. B. Stidham was taken and sworn to before 


Ime at the time and place and for the purposes mentioned in 


|\the caption hereto annexed, and by agreement of the parties 


' 
| 


nam Signature thereto was waived. 
| 


Given under my ha i d day of August, 1906. 


~ 



































The depositions of H. B. CGrocket ond Te Raat Crocketttaken 
on RISK. 27th, 1902 at the residence of ) H. B. Crockett, knowns 


nye as Harrison Crockett, in Lee County, Va. betwen the hours of 


tat 
8 A.M. ohed P.M. before, G. W. Dillman, Justice for Lee Comtby, Ae 


YegeWPESET, to be “oad és evidence dm hehalf of the plaintiff in a 
certain suit in Chancery now depending in theCircuit Court of 
Lee County, Va, in which the American Association Incorporat¥eh 
is plaintiff and William Gibson and others are defendants, pur- 
suant to the notice hereto annexed 

Present; B. H. Sewell and R. T. Irvine Teun fons plantiff 
and C. T. Duncan and J. H. S. Morrison counsel for, “satideaant? 
except W. G. Colson and 0. M. Colson 

H. B. Crockett being first duly sworn deposes as fol lows: 
Q. 1. State your age accupation, place of residence and whose. 
son you aree 
anse Age 71 last July» Accupation farmer. Residence Rose ‘ill, 
Lee County , Vae Son of Robert Crockett. 
Q.2nDo you know the land in controversy in this cause, being a trab 
of land near Cumberland Gap, Semms in Lee County of 9500 acres once 
owned or claimed by your fathrand known as the Martin Beaty tract 
adjoining the John Jones 1165 acre patent, the Fields7080 acre 
patent and the Crockett 1000 acre patent, and if so state how 
long you have known it and where you lied in relation to it until b 
aboull18706 | 
Ans. Yes 1 know the land. 1 have known it ever since I was ten 
years old. 1 was born Li hee County about five miles from the 
land. About Waw years afterards mysfather moved across the line 
in the edge of Tenn. about three and one-half miles from wis land. 
I lied there with my father until I was about 17 or 15 years ofa, 
‘age. we then moed about a mile nearer to said land and lived there 

/ < Y° two or three yearse My father then moed back into Vae to the 


aes Jb- 
:, William G ibson place ‘which was inside thes tract of land. From 





ue 


<ot the time I was 18 or 20 years olajintil I was nearly 25. 1 kept 
bachelors hall on the Jones 1155 acre tract near tie Five hundred 
acre tract where R. E. Crockett formally lived and where W. B. F. 
. 8ti@ham now livéSateas 1 am informed. I married when 1 was 20 


years old and built uh» said Stidham house and lived there a year 


or twoe I then moved to wire 1 now live about 14 miles from said 


landand I have lived here eer since. My father continued to live 
downthere until during the war. 

0.3 Please state connectedly the factas you know them about the 
possession of thes land since vou first knfw it. 

Anse My father had posession of this landwhen 1 first kuew lty 
and held posession till the war. He had several houses built 


ir 
on thetand and rented them OUbe a h a) bong Wave fields 


cloeredan tho’ woodland Matcher ‘heer was all embraced in one fence 
He contracted ad and used the cleared land every year till during 
the war. I was not there during the war but once. At that time 
the fencing had been burnt up by the army. Since the war I do 

not know about the posessione 

State whether or not he claimed during the whole of the time 

you hawimentioned all of said 500 acre tract? 

Anse Yes, He claimed the whole until he sold off a part to Dr. 
James Mérrison and he then claimed the remainder thine twee 

Q. 6 From-whom did your fathers get theSland and ali all you 
know about thate 

Ans. He got it from Martin Beaty. He got a part of the Jones 
1155 acreSadjoining this land from BligasJones. 

Q. 7 Were you ever on this 500 acre tract of land with your father 
and did you then hear him say how he got it? 

I dont think 1 ever heard him say on this tract how he got it, but 
Il heard him say @& other places that he got it from Martin 

Beatye 


Q. 8 Please state if your father éver sold the iron ore from 


this land and if so to whom and when. 





% 
i 


The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected to 
because if said iron ore was sold there is better evidence of 
the facte 
Morrison & Duncan for part of Deft é 
Anse Yes, He sold it to Ruben Rose and Jahie] Fugate. Ruben Rose 
afterwards bought Fugate out. 
( I show you exhibit two with plaintiffs bill in this cause 
which is a copy of a deed from Robert Crockett and wife to 
Ruben Rose dated Nov. 25th, 1857. Can you state if the sale by 
your father was before that time and if so how long? 
Ans. Yes, He sold it, the iron ore, somevime before that date. 
I den't know how long . I was by when the trade was made. They 
had made the deed fay the forge and Tennessee land sometime before 
all the ore was bargained off when the forge was sold, but it was 


sometime before they came wp ineVirginia to make the deed for 


the Virginia demd.. The Virginia deed had no money aid on it, but 
A 


it did not need any for the ee urence deed covered it and showed 


io 1) path SO Id S 
the considerationse > degen lute G-gttiat ghicly yr efarredt ¢ 0 


a 


Bote AL dl. hoe rs f, } 4, Oy ¢ t ¢ 2 ont, Prrenint 9 tte hut 


Q. 10/ You say you were present when your father sold the iron @¢< 
and the forge to Ruben Rose. Please state if he sold to Rose the 
ore on this 500 acre wract? 

The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected to as 
evidence because said sale of said iron ore lands and forge is on 
writing and said writing is best evedence thereof. 

Dunean & Morrison Attys. 
Ans. He sold the ore to Rose on this £00 acre tract. 
Q.11 Please state all the facts you know about the working of the¢— 
iron ore on this 900 acre tract. 
Ans. When I can first reccollect Jess Cross mined ore fromthis 
tractfor Andrew Woodson who leased the forge and the iron ore from 


my father and was to give him half the profiuse 1 was a small 


boy and went with a black man to haul ore. Hunter and Harrison 





“4 


had worked it beforel can recollect having leased it from my father, 


After Woodson Newton Evans leased the forge and the ore and after 


him Hiram theller and my Brother R. E. Crocket leased it and warke 
the ore, then my father sold to Rose and Fugate as stated above 

end they worked it and Fugate sold out to Rose. He put his son 
Georgse Rose to run it and afterwards George W. Rose got it himself 
whether he got 3% by heirship or not 1 do not know, he run it up 

to the war he had 900 wagon loads of ore lying there when the 

war came upe I saw a big pile and was told thertwas 900 wagon 


loads. The Rose furnace was not run after the war, but then Nuly 
nd Sheller built a furnace at Cumberland Gap and leased it to 


Peyton and Swap and they tried to make iron there but did not 

run it long. They got ore from this tract of land, but 1 do not 
Ce Seal 

know under whom thew got ite My team hauled from this 500 tract 


for George W. Rose to the amount of $200 or $300. Hauled about 
two months at $4.00 per day. 


Q. 12. State whether the working of this ore was going on every 


year from the time you first knew the land to the war or not? 


Anse I think they woe diggins every year, theremay have been 


a month or two at a time during crop time, wher they was not at 


work, but they were workinz pretty much all the time. 


Q. 13, Please state on what part or parts of this 500 acre tract! 

the ore digging you hawedescribed was done. 

Anse It was done pretty much all over it in different places at 

what we call the flat bank the ore was best for bar iron at other 
places it made harder ironnearer like steel. 


Q. 14 Did you know Martin Beaty, and if so state all you know 
about him? 


Yes, 1 knew him. I was a smal] boy about ten years old. 1 never 


saw him more than twice. lwés# with my mother to Cumberland Gap 
riding behind her, Martin Beaty was keeping store there, he seemed 
about a middle aged man, but I dont reccollect much about him 1 


do not know what becme of him J know nothine about his family 





ht 
This was thconly Martin Beaty I knew in this country. 
Q. 15 Did you in early life know one Robert Beaty of this country? 
Ans, The only one of this name I knew lived when 1 was a boy at 


Beaty's bridge near Walnut Hill in LeeCounty. 1 think he was 


6% a brother of John M. Beaty. 


Q. 16/ Please state the names and ages of your father's children 
Robert Crockett, and whether or not he left a will? 


Ans. R.E.Crockett, born about 1823, Elizabeth born about 1820 
married Newton Evans; Andwew Crockett born about 1827, Sarah 
Bales born about 1829. 1 am the next one James H. Crockett born 
about 1833, this is all. R. E. Crockett and Andrew Crockett and 
Sarah Bales is deadSarah Bales Wualre AL was Jonathan Bales. 
Q. 17. We now show you an agreement dated May 2nd, 1830 between 
Robert Crockett and William Woodson relativeto a_divission line 
Pore mk Tt 
between them, andask you if you know Faerie discribed therein 
and to state all you know about ~wee® bo uh and the agreement. 
Anse 1 know the land . wonbrae Ls my father's part of it. I 
along when the line was run part of the way. Il did not go all the 
way through. 1 was a small boy. ILheard them discuss the line 
and agree on it before they ran its 


Q. 18 Please file: gatd cagreemomt as a part of your deposition mogtle) 
Ms. tas aps Bs, same marked 

as requested. 
Q. 19 Plese state whehther William Woodson made any claim of owner 
ship to the 500 acre tract of land in his life time or any part 


thereof, and 1f so what? 


He néer did claim any. He cut about 75 trees off this land and 


| 7 Cecele 
my gener made him pay aweut—7octs. a tree at Lee courthouseand thee 
JA 


eave him the money on his promise not to cut any mores This was 
a short time before te Ware 
Q. 20. The deed from, yourself to .yo r beplnerR. Bh. Grock et 


~ 7 7 nl | ; be as \ “a = ‘ ! on t is : Pan) = “4 
your undivided interest in this landdoes mol seem Lo rese 
it OE 1 Gi ere a P} cus 'S i = 1A i it i ih 5 Le i 1) | t, ra - Lion ; ae Wii 7 dj 


brother to so reserve said ore? 


The frregoing question and the answer theretois objected 





1. 
6 


because the deed speaks for itself, snd 1s expressive if vis 


: te 
intewag’, and oral evidence is not admissibl@eiths»vary or explaing 
y 


itor agninish or enlayge iv Duncan Atty. 
Ans. My brother knew that thoore had been sold to Rose and so 
. Ve nh me Le 
did 1 and we knew the ore did ~ov, payand we did now intend for 
to pay US. 
0.21 Please siate any other fact you may know about Wn. Woodson now 
glaiminge the ¢ 0 ACLAULACT. 
Se oO Or uhree years before vhe warymy favher was going to make 
somerails on this 500 acre tract of land and Wm. Woodson came to Litto, 


and offered to cut down the chesonus oak trees that @e needed for 
railsand cut off the railg cutsfor vhe tan bark on vuhe trees, and 


my father agreed to this and Woodson did it. This was after my 


father had sued him end made him pay for fhe ureed spoken of above 
Cross iixaminatitn. 
At the vime vour favher convracvied the iron oreon 500 acre sur- 


vey as above stated by vou vw Ruben Rose, please state what 


€ 9 
all he sold’ fa 
anse He sold the «000 «dese aponlica’ Suintesend knomm as the McCurry 


place inside the 4000 acre survey as 1 vhink and several other 


little tracts that he had bomght inside of said bowndery. He 


sold all the ore on the 500 acre survey and the ] ee? acre survey. 
ve Vid 
Q.2 Ave vou nov mistaken in reference to the tron oreon the 1000 
S Se eeaclahied A 
acre twat oe 
A 
and convey it in the same deed twith the forge tract? 


Did he not gel] the 1000 acre tract of land 


Ans. My father just sold fPMe ore and nov vhe land. He had sold 
the land off to Gibson and others buu revained the ore. 
Q. 3 Do you know the boundary |ines of the 500 acre survey, if 
so Dlease discribe chem? 
1 don't know the boundary lines of the 000 acre survey. 

Bak ts 
Q. 4 Do the 500 acre and the 1000 acre a join each other? 


Anse 1 cannowv tedl whevhcr they do or note 


Q. 5 Did youtger know of Ruben Rose digging any ore on the 500 





At this place in the taking of the deposiuvuions W. G. Colson 


appeared representines himself and C. M. Golson and agreed that the 


further my A may bewritven by atLormeysto which 


the other attorneys, agreed. 
Re-direct Examinations 
Did you ever help run any of this yOO acrs# wracte 
Ans.e-~ Yes, 1 began ne@rche burnt cabin in the west end af the trad 
and hejtp ed run a part of the north line next to the mountain. 
0.2-- Do you know approximatly che location of che remaining line® > 
Anse I could nov go to the corners now except one, but 1 kn@w aboul 
where they all werewhen I was a young man. I think I could go 
in four or five feet of the burnt cabin corner above described. 
This corner is near a little branch and not far from the road Leadi-9. 
to Cumberland Gap. This survey of which 1 spoke was done a good 
while before the ware 
Question One by W. G COlsone How far west of the place where 
Wne Fe Gibson now lives did said corner stand( mentioned by you 
as being near the cabin). 
Anse One-half mile or movée 
Q. 2.-- When did jour fauhes die,agap)where did he live when he 
died? 
He died at Jop Bales's in Tennesseein 1865, Oct i7, in his 93rd 
year. Bales was his son-in-lawe 
And furvher this deponant saith nove 
H. Be Crockette 

Also the deposivion of Ephraim Crockeit who being first duly 
wworn deposes as Pol lowat 
Q.1-- State your age, color and place of residence and occupation 
_Anse-- 1 was 65 years old last Maye A colored man. Reside about 
one mile from H. B. Crockett, who tag Ene vestified. Occupation 


Farmere 





Anse rE do NOte 


Q. 2-- Do you know the location or lines of the 1000 acrs survey? 


Anse No sire 


Q. 3- How lone before the war was iv that you hauled iron ore 


for the owas? 

Anse I have no idea, I think | was abouu growne 

0.4-- After passing the R.E Crockevi house how did you g to get tb 
the iron ore that you huuled for the Roses? 

Anse After passing the house 1 went uo the branch, and then turned 
a little to the right, and chen went up a spur pratt, well to the 
top, and then came back a little different waye 

Q.5-~- Was this ore that you hauled on the mountain side or on the 
ridze side of the little valley. 

Ans. It was on the side of the ridge facing vhe mountain. lt was 
not on the mountain, bue on the south side of the ridge. 

Q. 6— Where wasthe ore got that ou speak of hauling from near ° 
where Wne Gibsot\no’ liveSe 

Anse-- lt was up back of Wine Gibson'se We went along the road 
passing the {iPaascand then turned io the right Up a hollow and on 


Lo a SpUle 
0/7-- Did vou ever haul ore for your master old Robert Crockett? 


Anse No Sire ! 
0.8-- From whichhside of Station Greek did you ge~ the ore that 
. 


wag hauled by the R.E.CGrocketi places 
Ans. 1 went right up Station Creek for a distance, and when lL left 


the creek 1 left it on my right. 

Q. 9-- Who was living av che Rei.Crockett place when 70U did this 

hauling. 

Anse-- Hecnanae Geeks’ wag living there kecping Bacholor's Hall. 
Re-direct Examination. 

Q.1-- We forgot to ask you. this. You svated in direct examinationh 

that the Crockett furnace would not run for a year Gamers, and 


not for shortr periods at others. State whether the forge or furnaé a 





he . 

Sie oe ee Oh 
AVas running practieally all the time or note 

Ans. 1 don't think they veh all the time. 1 can't recollect 
exactly, but I think sometimes they would both be idle. 

Q. 2-- Was ore digzin= swopped any or was it going on pretty 

much all the time’? 

Ans. Sometimes ib would be stopped a whilesometimes tne man diz ie 
would stop to rake a crop and some times the; would nove lf the 
forge or furnace was running in crop timethe man digging would 

dig enough in two or three dys vo run the wagon a week. There 

was alays ore there when I went after it with .the wagon. 

0, 3-- Where you got this ore was tu in a regular ridge parallel = 
with the “Wtor just @e spurSof the mountaine 


Ans. 1 don't recollect hardly, it was sort of like the Poor 


Valley ridge, Spa La _t_e 


Q. 6 When was Harrison Crockevt Married? 
s ante Se al we ‘ is e | - \ " pont te 
Ans. 1 hagfejust heard unc regopd ex it is: No i 11, 1855. 
Ans further this deponant saith nOte | 


Eohriam Crockette 


Virginia, Lee County to-wit: 


I, Geo. W. Diliman a justice of the peace in and for 


the county aforesaid in the giuate of Virginia oonldy uhat the 


foregoing depositions of H. B. Crockett and Ephriam Crockett 


were taken, subsrribed and sworn to before me av the time and 


place and for the purposes mentioned in the caption hereto annexed, 


and 1 further certify that the attorneys in the case agreed in 


my presence that thes, deposi vions should be filed here with the 


apers instead of being mailed to the clerk. | 
aid Civen under my hand this August 27, L902- 


Ge W. Diliman, a4 rs 


Justice for six hours at 75 ctse per hour Mott 


Two witnesses ottendance 90 ets. eache a 


Paid by plaintiff. Cc, W. Dillman, J.P. 








The depositions of J. D. Templin, John M. Crockett, and John 
R. Cadle, taken before me, W. C. Sleet, a Notary Public: in and for 
the County of Bell, and State of Kentucky, at the office of George W. 
Baston, Attorney at law, in Middlesborough, Kentucky, in said County, 
on the 13th day of February, 1905, to be read in evidenee on behalf 
ef the plaintiff, in a certain suit in Chancery mow pending in ‘the 
ClT Guage Court of Lee County, Virginia, wherein the American Associa- 
tion Incorporated is plaintiff, and William Gibson and others are 
defendants; taken pursuant to agreement of counsel, and likewise 
pursuant to adjournment from Jonesville, Virginia, at the office of 
Biches, Sewell, on the:-5Sth dey of Februany, 1905. Present, BH .Sewead 
and Kz?.irvine, and G. W. Kasten, "e@unsed fer plaintiff, end. cyl. 
Duncan, counsel for all the defendants except W. G,,Colson, 


J /Sietenpiin being first duly swern, deposes as follows: 


Q. L. Please state your are, occupation and place of residence. 

A. 46 years old; residence in Claiborne County, Tennessee, 
puperintendent of the American Association Incorporated's lands and 
timber. Prior to January ist, 1903, I was Land Agent for said 


Company, beginning with January the lst, 1894. 


Qse. DO you know the tract of iron ore in-.controversy in this 
Sal 1. Gin 


A. I know it in a general way. I never saw it surveyed. 


aN é otate what you know about the possession of said iron 
ore, and claim of right and title thereto, since you became connected 


with the plaintiff in 1894. 


oe 


50 much of the foregoing question as seeks an answer of 
the claim of the plaintiffs to this land is objected to, if that 
assertion of claim is not connected with the actual possession. 
C.?.Dunean,for certain of the defendats 


The only thing that I know about it, I went by the maps 





and papers of the Company, and looked upon it as their property. 

I. don't know of any work being done on it until the defendants 

in this suit did the work which is mentioned in the Bill in this 
case. That was the first work I ever knew to be done on it, in the 
way of moving sre), I never heard any adverse claim until about 

2 years ago, about the ore right, except what Colson claimed in 
there, and he set up claim in another suit by which he asserted 

Lal ee Gouee wtAd lends there, though the land was not in dispute 
in that suit, but only the timber, he never asserted any right to 
ore. This timber, however, was on the East of this 500 acre tract 
or land, and on the: western endef the 1000 acre Crockett tract. of 


land. 


Q. 4. State whether or not your Company paid taxes on this ore 
Since you have been connected with the Company. 


This question and the answere therete,; is objected to as 
evidence unless the same 1s accompanied by the assessment for taxa- 
tion, or the tax tickets showing said payments of ‘taxes... 


A. The taxes were not paid by me, but my x understanding was 
that they were paid by this Company. 


H.9. otate whether or not during that period,, your Company, 


through its officers or agents, at various times, showed up this 


to third parties on the ground, making open and notorious claims 


of title thereto. 


A. 


The foregoing question and answer thereto is objected to 
because immaterial, irrelevant, and inadmissible. 


ascertained 
A. We @&8eKiemw our claim by our maps. We had several appli- 


cations to lease the ore. We refused to lease it at the time; two 


or three times I think we had a chance to lease. I never took any 





partics there,for, the express purpose of showing them. 


Q.6.% otate,whether’ or not the defendants in this suit had«any 
contract with your Company to get ore from that tract of ore, prior 


Corres 108 Cibut Lon-"“er thie suit. 


Pe. No sir, there was no contract with this Company for anyone 
to remove ore from this tract, to my knowledge. If there had been any 


contract, I would have known it. 


QO. Please state the facts as known to you, about the defend- 


ants getting ore from this = tract, when it begun, by whom done, 


and to what extent. 


Bos sometime in the early part of 1901. George Morison had a 


contract from this Company to get ore around the Gap there; he had 
some written contracts, and then verbal; I think Mr. Easton and 
myself gave him permission to get ore anywhere around the Gap there. 
I got into a conversation with George Morison one day, sometime in 
the early part of 1901, and he said that that ore was off of the 
Morison's property, and I had been under the impression all the 

time before that that he was turning in all his ore to this Comp any 
that he was mining there around the Gap. It looked to me that there 
had been considerable mined off of that property, at that time, 

but I had not paid much attention to it. And still a short time 
after that, I found that he was buying ore from W. G. Gibson, Vin- 
cent Carminy, and W. B. Stidham. They were then working Gh ait. Lt 
was sometime after that Morison told me - I asked him why, and he 
Said thosd people had set up claim for the iron ore - that they 

had found some paper, or some deed, or something that they believed 
it was their ore, and it went on for sometime after that bvefone I 
knew what kind of shape our title was in, before suit was brought. 
We did not bring the suit hurredly, but it went on some time until 
Suit was brought. I think I instructed a letter written to Mr. 


cewell there, to look up the title, and it was some time after that 





bvefore suit was brought, and they mined ore right along during that 
time. I got this information from Mr. George Morison about the 

ore digging. I went up on the property, and saw Stidham at work, 

but those other parties the day I went up, were not working, but they 
admitted that they had taken some ore, and they thought it was their 
re. George Morinson claimed the ore on the western end of the 


tract, under the heirs of his father. 


Q.8. Are the defendants in this suit,William Morison, J.H. 5. 


Morison, George P. Morison,, and Minnie Richmond, residents of 


Virginia, or not? 


A. They are not; they live in Tennessee. 


Shine State whether or not the defendants in this case began the 
mining you have described with the knowledge and consent of your 


Company. 


A. NO 81m they did ‘not, 


And further deponent sayeth not. 


Signature waived. 





Aleo the dép@sitton of John M. Crockett, who being fires 
duly sworn, deposes as follows: 
state vour age, occupation, and place of residence. 
46 years old; farmer; Shawanee, Claiborne County, Tennessee. 
Who was your father? 
Ra By Crockett. 


Or. Bie Was he the son of Robert Crodgkett? 


Q.4. Do you know the tract of iron ore in dispute in this cause, 


being the ore on 500 acres known as the Beaty patent, once owned 


by your grandfather? 
1 Yes sir. 


OND. We show you a map of said property, made by L.M.Carmichael, 
and filed in this cause with his report, and show you the beginning 
corner of said ratent at two white oaks and a pine on the Fields line. 


Do you know this corner? 
Lés. Sry 
OuSi, Did you ever help run this 500 acre tract of land? 


A. Well, 1 Have carried the chain on it, and I have Nelped 
survey all the division line inside of the patent as it was divided 
up among the heirs. I have also carried the chain on thetract East of 
sald 500 acre tract, known as the Crockett 1000 acre tract, and also 
ona part of the John Jones 1155 acre survey, and a part of the 


5000 acre Jones survey. 
Dike yeu ever live sen this 600 aere tract #£ of Land? 


Why, I was raised there on the tract marked on the map 





R.E. Crockett. My father lived at the house now known as the sStid- 
ham house, and formerly occupied by Harrison Crockett, my uncle. 
The dwelling house is south of the south line of said 500 acre sur- 


vey, and on the John Jones 1155 acre survey. 


Ow’? Have you ever seen any iron ore dug on this land, or 
where old diggings were” If so, state what you know about these 


matters. 


A. Well, Lon Wilker opened it up there; it was either in the 
year 1287 or 1888. He opened it up right ‘above where Stidham lives 
there in the hollow, and also all along out where William Gibson 
lives, and then he opened it up on the East end of the survey 


and on the 1000 acre survey. 


SO Did he mine any ore? 


AG Well, he just opened it into the face of it, examined 11, 


T belteve in “ene place he got out. 7. or 8 tons. 
Pa ke Who else, if any one, was with Lon Wilker? 


A. He was the man that employed the hands. 1 cannot say defi- 


nitely who the hands were he employed to open it up. 


Q. 10. We ask you if his brother Frank Wilker was not also engaged 


In Le? 


A. He may haye been at the time: As well as 1 mee@lseci, one 
would be out with the hands one day and the next, another. They both 
poarded at Dr. Morrison's at Cumberland Gap, and boarded their hands 


out there and opened up the ore, 
Q.11. For whom were they doing this work? 


A. Well, I don't know as I ever heard who? I suppose for 


the Company, 1 don't kmow. 





What Company do you refer to? 


Well, I suppose it was for this American Association Com- 


So much of the answer to the last question as contains the sup- 
position of the witness, is objected to for any purpose. 


Q.13. State how far on the Western end of this tract, toward 


Cumberland Gap, the Wilkers opened the ore. 


es Well, I think they opened it up all along the vein, may be 
down to the Gap. I think the farthest opening west I knew them to 


make, was here at the little tunnel on the L&NERR 


Oj14..°.ms the Little Tannel you refer t0 On this, property, ser 


west of it? 


A. It is just beyond Cumberland Gap in the Poor Valley 
Ridge; it goes through to Harrogate. The little tunnel is on the 
American Association property, but not on this tract; it is west of 


this tract ; 


0.15. Please refer again to the map referred to above, and state, 
if you can, what different shares, as shown on this map , the said 


Wilkers made said openings on. 


A. They made openings on the R. #. Crockett share, the Martin 
Thompson share, and the original Morison tract, and also on the 


smaller share deeded to Morison by A.L.Pridemore., 


Q.16. State whether or not the different Crockett heirs, who 
owned the shares of land you have referred to, in 1887 or 1888, and 
those who claimed under them at that time, including the Morisons, 


knew about this work that was done by the Wilkers. 
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A. My father lived there, and owned his two snares, he knew of 


it. Jonathan Bales and wife owmed the Martin Thompson share. IL ado 
not know whether they knew about it or not. I suppose the Morisons 


knew about it, as the men boarded with them who did the opening. 
{ fe 
Q.17. State whether or not any empties were made by any of the 


parties, who owned the surface of this land, at the time the openings 


were being made. 
A. No sir, I never heard of any. 


State who claimed this iron ore in your earliest recollec- 


George Kose. 
How long did he claim it, and who next claimed it? 


A. Well, the next permanent claim I ever heard established 
to it, was that of the American Association. I suppose he claimed 
it ever since my recollection, up to the year about 1886 or 1887. 
The land was sold and conveyed before that time, but I do not know 


exactly the parties it was sold to. 


0.20. State whether or not you ever knew of the Morison heirs , 
or any of the parties. who claimed the surveys under your grandfather's 
heirs, claiming the ore under this tract of land until the controversy 


in the present suit arose. 


No sir, not until about three years back. 


Q.21.We will ask you if you know a beech tree that was on the di- 
vision line between William Woodson and your grand&aéther, and if so, 
where was this beech located with reference to where your father, 


RBavw,. Creckets Lived. 





A. Yes sir; it is East of where my father lived, about half 


a mile, a short half mile. 


Q.22. Do you know how the division line ran from that beech tree? 


A. The beech tree was in the East line of the Crockett farm, 


it is a line of the Blizabeth Evans tract, now owned by W. G. Colson. 


The tree stands on the map on the John Jones line, or close to it. 


The line ran from the beech North crossing the Poor Valley Ridge. 


Q.25. State whether or not you ever helped run this line when 
William Woodson, or any one claiming under him was present, and if 
so, state the facts about that. 

A. ' 

.24. I carried the chain on it for Judge Young. -He was running 
out that Woodson tract. It was pointing on that line from the beech. 


0.24. What was the occasion of his running it out? 


A. I suppose he wanted to know the number of acres. It was 


after the old man Woodson's death; it was willed to his wife. 


0.25. State whether or not Judge Young made any objection to 


that location of this line, as his western boundary line. 
A. No’ sir, 2 do. wot? think he did. 
Q.26. Who was doing the surveying? 
A. My father. 


Q.27. Do you know where some old ore diggings were near where 
that line would run, which ore diggings are up the Station Creek 


from where your father lived, to the northeast? 


A. Yes sir, there was ore dug there by my grandfather, and 


by Rose. It was said to have been there. 





That part of the answer which tells by whom these diggings 
were Said to have been made is objected to because hearsay. 


0.28. Please state how this line running northward from the 
beech crossed those diggings, that is how much of the diggings 
were east of said line, and how much west, if you know? 

| nin 

A. The line I have referred to son nea te from the Beech, stops 
at the North line of the John Jones survey, which is the south line 
of the Crockett 1000 acre tract, near where a chestnut is marked 
on the map before referred to. I never did survey from mxx said 
chestnut on to the two white oaks and pine on the Fields line, but lI 
have carried the chain on the line from said chestnut west to the 


point B4" on the map, which is a gum and black oak, and from there we 


ran to "A3" on’ the map, which is the two white oaks and pine. There is 


ailap in there between he 1000 dcre tract, and the 500 acre tract. 
The line "B4" which is the gum and black oak, to A3,the two white oaks 
and pine, runs through the ore diggings, and part of said diggings are 


west and a part east of said line. 


Q.29. Please state the extent of those old ore diggings, as you 
have observed them, through this 500 acre tract, from the West end 
2p 
to the Hast end. 


A. About two miles. They go plum through it from one end to 


the other, and on into the 1000 acre tract. 


CROSS EXAMINATION. 
Q.1. You say that you saw appearances of the digging of iron ore 
through the entire 500 acre tract. When did you first see these ap- 


pearances, the digging of iron ores through that tract? 





As far back as I can recollect. 


How long back? can you recollect? 


A. Well; I can recollect 20 years*very well, 


Q. 5- What were the appearances of those diggings then? 


they then appear to be old or fresh? 


A. They appeared to be old; they appeared to be done 


smart wnile. 


Q.4. Please describe tne places at which you saw these appear- 


ances of iron ore having been dug on said tract of land? 


A. Well sir, will say on every spur of the mountain, all the 


way through it. 


QDs Do you know by whom, or when, this iron ore was dug, at 


these places? 
ie Only as my father told me. 


0.6. I will ask you to state, as accurately as you can, what 


year it was that Wilker made the openings that you have spoken of above. 
A. Well sir, to the best of my knowledge it was 1887. 
What time of the year was it that he made these openings? 
A. Welly. 2. thik oft was in the summer season, spring or 
fummer-L wiidl. put uit. 
Q. 8. Was Mr. Morison then living or dead? 


A. Dr. Morison, to the best of my knowledge, was dead then. 
I was working there at the same time on Morison's house, building a 


porch, while the Wilkers were boarding there. 
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ome At the time these openings were made that you speak of, 


by the Wilkers, where were you living? 


A. i Wes living right there at my*father‘s,° on the place thene, 


insa house right up clese to where the Mines. were’, 


0.10. What was done with the iron one, if anything, that the 
Wilkers raised? 


hole 
A It was just laid there at the mouth of the kexxew where 


wey Gue 2%-_ouG. The. last. knew of. it. Sh was beying ,tnere : 
Q.11. Do you know for what purpose those openings were made? 


A. No, I do mot. know for what purpose they were made. 


Q/12. As I understand you, you stated that in your earliest 
recollection, "George ‘Roge claimed iron ore -on this’ traet of Wand. 


Where was he, and what was he doing wnen he asserted this claim. 


A. Why, he lifed there at the Forge place; he was farming 


I suppose. 


ReLtd. “BE that time was he sngaged in themanwhactune or iarem, or 


in the mining of iron ore? 
A. NO -1T . 


Q.14. How came him to be talking about the iron ore on this 


tract of land? 


A. Well, I don"t kmwow as ] heard Rose, anyhow, claim it . 


He would go up there and work. My father told me it was Rose's. 


The latter part of the answer, in which the witness told 
what his father sais, is objected to, because not responsive in anyway 
to the question, and because it is hearsay. 


Q.15. What year was it that you heard George Rose assert a 





claim to this iron ore? 


A. I don't know as I have heard Rose assert a claim to it. 
The iron ore was not at that time noticed; he was noticing old man 


Woodson to keep him off of his timber. 


Q3l6, That referred, did .it mot, to:the 1000 acre survey, and not 


to the 500 acre survey? 


A. It referred to the 1000 acre survey, oni the Hast end, as to 


the timber. 


Q.17. Did you ever hear Rose in your life set up any claim to 


the “iron ore?, ‘on the:500:acre tract of land? 


A. Never heard him personally}; all I know is what my father 
told me. That is what I have been informed ever since I was big 
enough to know anything, that it belonged to George Rose, and all 
necessary roads to and from the mines, and all necessary timber for 


mining purposes. 


Q.18. Now, how long back can you remember? Put that just as 


accurate now, as you can. 


A. Weli,.I put it. back 24 years. iknow I can ‘remember 


that far back. I will be safe at that, I am 46 years old. 


Q.19. Can't you remember beyond the period when you were 22 years 


old’? 
A. i Might; gut not definigeiy. 


Q.20. Can you remember when a part of his 500 acre survey was 


sold by order of the Court, and purchased by Dr* Morison? 


Ase Yes sir. 


Q.2l1. Well, was the time when you heard that George Rose owned 


the iron ore on this land, before Dr. Mor&Sson purchased, or after? 





A. After Dr. Morison's purchase plum on up till my father 
was paralyzed, 8 or 9 years ago. 


wr 


Q.22. Then, if I understand you, you never did hear that George 
Rose owned the iron ore on this land, or any part of it, until after 


Dr. Morison made the purchase? 
Yes sir, I Weard it before that. 
DO you know when Reuben Rose died?. 
Mo: Sir. 
Do you know where W. G. Gibson now lives? 


Yes sir, I do. I don't kmow the initials of his name.” 
-ie 
Yes, I know where Bill /Gibson lives. 


Q.25. Did you ever see any old opening of iron: ore on the S00 


acre tract of land, west of Billie Gibson's house. 
A. Yes sim. 


Q.26. Please state at what point you saw that opening, and when 


you saw it? 


A. Well it was along there from the top of the Poor Valley 


Ridge where the road crosses leading eastward from Cumberland Gap; 


then on East by Billie Gibson's house, on the spur beyond his house; 


and on each side of his house. I have seen those openings there 
ever since I was big enough to carry a gun up till two or three 


years ago. They put in new diggings and destroyed the old. 


RE DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
OL. You have stated in your cross examination, that your 


father had told you that the ore under tne land was Rose's. Please 





state if it is not a fact that it was generally known and stated 


in that entire neighborhood, that the ore belonged to Rose. 


The foregoing question and any answer thereto is objected 
to because hearsay, or general statements in the neighborhood does 
not pass title to land. 


A. It was always my understanding that the ore belonged to 


Rose. 


0 ,@. Our question was whether or not this claim by Rose was 


not notorious, open and well known, and well recognized by all people 


in the community? 


Objected to for the same reasons as stated above. 


A. Yes sir, it was. 


Oi Bis Please state if you do not remember the fact with regard 
to this matter, as you have outlined in a general way since your 


poyhood, say since you were 10 or le years ofbhage, 


Avo Yes sir. We moved to that place from Ewing, in Lee 
County, Virginia, in the Spring the second year after the surrender, 
and I was then big enough to go out and hunt the cows and bring them 


home from as far as Frank Gibson's, about 14 miles. 


RE CROSS EXAMINATION. 
Q.4. You said that from as early as you can recollect, it was 
cenerally known in that neighborhood, that that iron ore belonged to 
George Rose. Who did you ever hear except your father, Say that the 


iron ore belonged to George Rose% 


A. Well, it was generally talked among all the old citizens 


of the .coumtry. 
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Q.- 5. Well now, if it was the general talk among all the citi- 


zens, tell me who you heard say it? 


A. Well, I heard Uncle Andy Crockett, who is dead and gone ; 


and uncle Harrison Crockett. 


Are these all the persons you ever heard mention olay 


Well, that is all I recollect at the present. 


Ovu'"ls Where was Harrison Crockett at the time you heard him men- 


tion it? 


A. Well, I have heard him mention same several times. I could 
not state definitely where he was; I have heard the talk between 


him and the old man. 


Q.8. Where was Andy Crockett at the time you heard him mention 


He was on his share of land, that is now owed by Colson. 


aces When was it you heard Andrew Crockett Speak of it, how 


long ago? 


A. Well, it has been several years wack; I don't recollect 


definitely the time. 


Q.10. How long do you think it. has been Since you heard Andrew 


Crockett speak of it? 


Qell. Well, I don't know exactly how long it is, or how long he 
has been dead. I took no ncte at the time; I was nothing but a small 


boy, 12 or 14 years old. 


Q.12. Did you hear Andrew Crockett tell of it before the land 


was partitioned or afterwards? 


A. After the land was partitioned, divided. 





Q.15. When did you hear Harrison Crockett speak of it? 


A. Well, it has been sometime back; it may have been 10 or 12 


years, or 15 years back. 


0.14. What was the occasion of Harrison Crockett speaking of 


it, and did he then have any interest in the land? 


A. No sir. He was speaking to my father about what he could 


get for the land if the mineral right had not been sold off of it. 


Q.15. Did Harrison Crockett sell to your father? 


A. Well, that has always been my understanding. 


Q.16. When Harrison Crockett sold to your father, did he 


reserve the iron ore on this land or not? 


Ads I don't know. 


And further deponent sayeth not. 


Signature waived. 


Witness claims 50c. Paid by American Association Incorporated. 





Also the deposition of John R. Cadle, who being first 


duly sworn, deposes as follows: 


as Please state your age, occupation, and place of residence. 


x Well, I am going on 65 now, I was born in 1838, sept.8th. 
I live back here about a mile from Shawanee, Claiborne County,Tenn. 


Il am a farmer. 


ay AP Where were you born and raised? 


A. I was born in Lee County, Virginia, about 6 miles East of 
Cumberland Gap, but raised mostly in Claiborne County, Tennessee, 


just along the line. I never lived very far from the line. 


Q sone Do you know the 500 acre tract of minerals in controversy 


in this cause, being tract known as the old Beaty or Robert Crockett 


tract’ of oreé,;\tnat at one time ts olaimed: to have been. s@id to 


Reuben Rose? 


A. Well, I Know where the ere ig, but as fer “the land,,.where 


the lines are, '1--do not understand them. I know where the..ore¢s are. 


Q.4. Did you ever do any work on that tract of land, in connec= 


tion with the ore business? If #0, State ‘what you did. 


Yes sir, I have cleaned out roads for George Rose's teams 


to the ore panks. 


When was this? 


A. Well,that was along before the War; when I commenced work 


at the Forge. I worked there 4 years before the war. 


At what points on that land did you make these roads? 


A. Well, along up the little hollows, along where Squire 


R.EK. Crockett lived in these hollows there to the mines. 





ay otate whether or not you know where Chad Pridemore and 


William Gibson now live. 
A. Yes, (Ll know where ‘they live. 


@ 35% Did you ever clean out any roads in the hollows near where 


William Gibson now lives? 


A. Yes sir; I cleaned out roads this side of Billie Gibson's, 


which runs up in that hollow where a field now is. 


Q. 9. Did you ever clean any roads in the hollows near where 


Chad Pridemore now lives. 
A. No sir, imnever cleaned any in that hellow. 


Q.10. About how many roads in all did you clean out for George 


Rose's) teams, on this land? 


Well,).as well as I recoliect) I eleaned out about 5, about 


otate whether or not George Rose's teams hauled ore over 


the roads you cleaned out. 
A. Op s.iry,) ‘they ~ did, 
Q.12. What became of the ore? 


A. Well, we worked it there in the Forge or furnace there at 


Q@-15. Did you work at the Forge for George Rose? If so, how 


long? 


A. I worked there in the Forge, I reckon, off and on, for 


about 2 years. 


Q. 14. How old were you when you can first recollect any ore 


digging on this land, if you recollect any? 
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A. I was about 20 years old before I recollect anything about 


that ore digging. 
0.15. Who was digging ore there in your first memory? 
A. My first memory is that it was Jeff Cross. 
Q.16. For whom was he digging? 


A. He was digging for Newt Evans, and then I resolléct ue 


digging for George Rose. 
0.17. How long did the digging continue? 
It continued up until the War; then everything shut down. 


Please state where this digging was done in this tract 


did 
Ars All along the ridge. I mm not exactly Kemmnmer pay any 


attention what tract it was on. It was all along from where the 


State road crosses the Poor Valley Ridge, near Cumberland Gap, on East. 


0.19. Do you remember Frank and Lon Wilker. digging ore on that 


land? If so, about what year was it? 


A. Well, I declare I don't exactly know about what year Lt 
was; I don't want to state anything I don't know anything about. 
It must have been along about 1887, or along there somewhere. 


I could tell in a minute if I was at home. 
0.20. Where were you living at that time? 


A. I was living on a farm, called at that time the Graham 


farm, across the Poor Valley Ridge. 


Q.21. Where were you boarding? 


A. I was boarding at Morison's at that time I was working 





al 
0.22. Was that in the Lifetime of Dr. Morison, or after his death’ 
It was after his death. 


Where did the Wilkers board while they were having that 


work done? 
A. They were boarding at the same place, the Widow Morisons. 
Q.24. How many men did the Wilkers have at work for them? 


A. I don't know. I was making a crop for the Widow Morison. 
As forhis hands, I don't know how many he did have. 
for whom 
Q.25. Do you know x& the Wilkers were doing that work’? 
A. Well I don't know. I suppose they were at work for the 
American Association. Wilker claimed to be Superintendent for the 


American Association; I reckon he was. 


So much of the foregoing answer as undertakes to state the 
supposition of the witness, or the claim of Wilker, is objected 
to because inadmissible, and because hearsay. 


Q.26. State whether or not you ever knew of any one claiming 
the ore under that land, except Robert Crockett, Reuben Rose, 


and those claiming under them, until this present litigation sprang 


UP», 


A. Meteor. never did. 


Did you ever work for William Woodson, 6r.? 


A. Yes, I have worked some for him. 


0.28. While you were working for him, state whether or not 
cn any occasion, George Rosd pointed out to you the division between 
him and William Woodson; and if so, state what the occasion was, 


and what he showed you. 





A. Old Bill Woodson ®Rem me sent me to a big white oak tree 

oc) Gub it.down, to make boards OF 3 George Rose was going then up 
about his ore banks, and he heard the tree falling, and he rode 
up GO.wme, and said: "Johm,. whose tree Is. this: you.cut* tana i 
says: "I reckon it is old Billie Woodson's; he sent me here to 
cut it". And Rose says: "Tt 18 not his; 2t' is hy treeyand you 
let it lay there". And he got down and hitched his horse and 
told me: "I will show you the line"; and he took me and showed 
me some marked timber there; first was a white oak, and the next 
was @ spruce pine, and that is as far as he went with me; and also 


he notified me not to cut any timber across that line. 


Q.2<9. Can you locate that line with reference to where Squire 


Langford now lives? 
That was West of Squire Langford's house. 
How did the line run? 


It ran East and West. 


Did you report this to William Woodson? 


* G26. 


What did he say? 


He never said one thing, just walked off. 
Did he ever have the tree cut up after that? 
if he cyer, €1¢°4).d6@ 0c  keow-it-. 

‘About what year was that? 


Why, that was about the year of1869, I think. 


About how long did the Wilkers work? 
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A. Well, I suppose they worked about a month; maybe a little 


longer, I could not tell. 


0.26. Do you know how far East the Wilkers opened up ore from 


where the State road near Cumberland Gap, crosses Poor Valley Ridge? 


A. No sir, I do not know exactly how far it was, but I have 
peen squirrel hunting around and could see piles of ore thrown around 


on. the ‘ground. 


CROSS EXAMINATION. 
What were the Wilkersdoing, were they mining ore? 


They were prospecting along, looking to see where the 


Where did the Wilkers make openings? 


They made them several places along the ridge there. 


O45. Did they make a single opening on the 500 acre survey. If 


$0, *pléase tell where that opening was, 


A. Well sir, I don't know anything about these lands; if 1 


knew I could answer your question. 


Q.4. You said in one of the answers to one of the questions 
propounded to you in your examination in chief, that you worked for 
George Rose in the opeming of road@,; and: at the furnaee and fowldny 
before the War. Piease. state what year you commenced work for George 


Rose. 


A. L reckon I. commenced there.in.thes forge: and Turntace, abeur 


What year was it that you cut the roads for him? 





Well, I could not exactly tell you what year. 


is that furnace and forge still at work there now’? 


No. sar. 

When did it cease work? 

It ceased work in 1862. 

Has it ever worked, any Since: 1862" 

No Siri. 

Did you know Reuben Rose, the father of George Rose? 
Yes sir, I knew him. 


@. 10. Is Reuben Rose or George Rose, either one, now running a 


furnace at the place where the old Crockett furnace was located’ 
A. No.“ sin” 


Q@.11., Have they run any such furnace or foundry there since 


e672? 
‘A. Wowirs,, - ihey are both dead. 
Q.12. Is there anybody under them running the furnace ‘or forge 


me tiat, place’. 


The last two questions and answers are objected to as 
immaterial . 
Did you know Robert “Crockett.. 
eee Secure.” T) ditdey 


9.14. Where was Robert Crockett living at the time you worked 


er George Rose. in cuttins roads.to get to this.iron ore? 





A. I think he lived then where Billie Gibson now lives. 


Q. Can you tell me what year he went to live in the house 


yhere Billie Gibson now lives? 


Avs Wren 4 hes 


And further this deponent sayeth not. 


Signature waived. 


Witness claims 50¢ , paid by the plaintiff, 





State of Kentucky,, 
To-wit: 
Ggtheuy of Bell. : 

7 WC. pleat. 24 Moeany public for the county and stat 
aforesaid, de hereby certify that the foregoing depositions of .D. 
Templin, John M. Crockett, and John R. Cadle, were duly taken, sworn 
to, and their signatures thereto waived, by agreement of the parties 
by their counsel, before me, at the time and place, and for the 
purpose in the caption hereto mentioned. 


y, 
Given under my hand and notarial seal this the | SLA 


day of February, 1903. My COmprission Expires/March 3, 190 - 
y } 
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To Willaim Gibsdén, William Cosby, Chadwell] Pridemeore, 
Vineent Carminy, W.B.Stidham, Martin Thompson, Martha J. Gibson, 


Weta, Morrison, J..H.&.Morrison, George P. Morrison, Minnie 
MN, Ogpleact 


PY gk oe 


Richmond, W.G.Colson, Thomas S. Gibson and Kavs Carminy- 


> 


You are hereby notified that on the df, lay 


at the residence of Elizabeth J. Evans, Cayote, Bosque County, 
Texas, bewteen the hours of 8a+em. and Op.m-, of that day, we will 
proceed to take the depositions of Blizabeuh J. Evans and othes 
Lo be read as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff, in a certain 
suit in Chancery now depe-ding in the Cirevit Court for Lee 
County, Virginia, in which the American Association In corporated 
is plaintiff and you are defendants; and if from any cause the 
takin® of said depositions be nov commenced, or if commenced be 
not concluded on that day, the taking thereof will be adjourned 
from day to day, from time to time and fron place to place, or 
at the same place, and between the sme | heurs, umtil the samn¢ 
shall be completed. 

This the 17" day of Oct., 1902. 
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The deposition of Elizabeth J. Evans, taken before me 


l f Fr ° a , m : 
bf Ct Cy , a notary public, for Bosque County, Jexas, 


4 


the residence of tlizabeth 
y 


J. Evans at Cayotce, Bosque County, Te¥as, on the 9(, day. of 


nits to notice hereto annexed, at 


October, 1902, between the hours of 8 a.m. ahd 6 p.m. of that day, 
Lo be read as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff, in a certain 
suit in Chancery now depending in the Circuit -C ourt for Lee 
County, Virginia; where in the American Association Incorporated 
is plaintiff and Willaam Gibson and other are defendants. 

Present | Attomey for Plff 

Presnent Avtorney for Defts. 

witness, Blizabeth J. Evans, beinz duly sworn deposes 

as follows: 
rg, Place of reside oe, and wnether or 
auzhter of Robert Crockett, dec ased, 
Harrison B. Crockett now livin 
inlae 
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tA’ ‘AUC Wo ae Oo Ware om Ce pop Za ae ae ae Loaery 
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Q.2. State whether or not vou ever lived in Lee County, Virginia, 
and if so, where and how long, and where did you next live, @e- 
and how long there, and when did you move to where you now live 


and how long have you been living there? 
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Punce ws you smear know tne land in controversy in this cause, 
peing o tract of band near Cumberland Gap, in Lee Gonty, Virginia, 


of B00 acres once owned or claimed by your father, and known as the 


rm 


Marbin Beaty tract, adjoining the John Jones 1155 acre patent, 
the Fields 7080 acre patent, and the Crockett 1000 acre patent, 
and if so, state iow long you have known 1t, and state where you We 


lived in relation to it, if you did so live, and how jong? 


Bee t 46. ae ie 4p ae ae phe 8 7 Zz f, tes L A 2—t f —— YP 
iG fab (6% L (pepe ae bei CLE tet PASCO i I Oe. or ; TR ( 
ve | es (hee Le ef wa AE ey» ey 2 ae pe y) aes /C-O {X ie oy lt a i was. 


4, Please state whether or nov your father Robert Crockett had 
J 

possession of this 500 acre tract of land from the time you first 

be connectedly the facts as you knew them 


tc 


1¢€ ar acti se of said tract of aoa 
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Dp AY ipa A ud Pee Heat lif 


2-2 FP ?. L*%, 


A tt 


(OMT PE 
Q. 9. StagQwhe ther or not he, claimed during the whole of the 


. 7 


said time you have mentic ned, all the said 500 acre tract‘ j 
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(Q. 6. From whom did your fathe r get this land, anda state al] 


you know about that? 
’ ~ ‘ ys 
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Q. 7. Please state whether or not your father ever sold the iron 
ore from this 500 acre tract of lend, and if so , to whom, 
of:said iron ore was made before November 


sO, how long before that date? 


v4 
ee ew. Ad ate # 
{? 


0. 8 Please stave whether or not. your father, Robert Crockett, 


ever worked or used the irovn ore from said 500 acre tract of land, 


if s ‘or how long, and who worked end used said iron ore 
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A, 
alia cae ! 
0.9. State whether or not the Working of this iron ore from 
said tract of lmd was going on from whe time you first knew the 


land to the war or now? 


Ans « ent ee 


0.10. Please state on what part or parts of this said 500 acre 
tract the digging and using of ssid ore which you have described 


was ad one? 


Bin dues ee t- fh arto 


Ans é 


O.l1. State whether or not you knew Mat 


state what you know about him, and also state whether or not you 


knew Robert Beaty of this country, and if so, state all you may 


know about him, and what relation Martin Beaty and Robert Beaty 


were, if you know? 


AN 
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Q/ 12 State when 10 was that: you first Knew or s@w Martin Beaty, 


and where he lived, if you know? 
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CROSS EXAMINATI ON 
Bed cae Dunean, Counsel for all the defendants except 
W.G.eColson and ©. M. Colson. 
Ql. Domyou know the linss of the tract of land referred to in 
the questions propounded to you in your examination in chief, if 


so, Dlease state them. 


AnSe y ad ¢ ae ey 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
by defendant Colsons and Stidhame 
ar Has any person or persons wrote you any letter or letrey 
or given you any information by letter or otnerwise as to any 
matter relative to the questions asked you in the pani Nai 


propounded imqtte-3ylLeros LOianbnopousaced to you by the plain- 


tiff in this suit, if so, state who and wnen. and if you say you 
H8Se been furnished by any such letter or information, please file 


such with your answer to this question marked "A". 
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Q. 2. Is the 500 acré tract of land referred to you in the plain- 
tiff's interogatories east, west north or south of the 1090 acre 


tract if you know? 


4 a 
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0/3 How long has it been since you was last on the 900 acre tract 


land, if you say you were ever on ite | \ 
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0. 4. How much if any, in your opinion, does the 500 acre tract 


of land lap over on the 1000 acre tract, the lloo acre tract and 


7080 acre tract or @ither of than if you re member? 4) 
jo) fe 
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flboGt how much if any of the 500, the 1000 acre, the 1155 acre, 


ang the 7080 acre tracts of land lay in the state of Tennessee 
and Kentucky (we mean for you only to give your opinion and 


i 
approximate as you remanber) 
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0. As you remember it, which of said four tracts 0 f land is 


fatherest west? 
" q 


AnSe v a Sy ae Bee, : 


0. tee how many different points did your father, Rober ty 
Crockett, have iron ore mined while he was in the business; and 


tell as near as you can where each point of mining was done, and he 


tee 


1 ong # mine)continuously at each p int named by you in answer to 
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this question 
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0. Approximate ly, how much if any of the said 800 acre tract 


of land was fenced and bedme under cultivation by your father 
last knew the land? y 


when 
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Q. How long did your father live upon said 500 acre tract of land, 


if at all? 
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you know, tell where fartin Beaty lived when he died? 
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STATE OF TEXAS, 
COUNTY OF BOSQUE, to-wit: 
1,D.J.Cutbirth---- , a notary public for the 
county of Bosque, in the said State, do hereby certiry that the 
foregoing deposition of Elizabeth J. Evans, was duly taken, sworn 
to, and subscribed before re, at the time and place, 
purpose in the caption hereto mentioned. 


Civen under my hand and notarial seal, this Lhe Slstyey 
, yee | , | Y% yf uh LFF 
of October, 1902. eng Corse Pr y 


a 


CGayote,Bosque County,Texas. 
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The deposition of B. L. Johnson taken pursuant to agreement, at 
the office of Tunean & Gridlin, in Jonesville, Virginia, on the 8th 
AZay of May, 1907, which is intended to be read as evidence in behalf 
of the defendants in a suit in Chancery, now pending in the ¢ireuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia, in which the Americam Association In- 
corporated is plaintiff, and Yilliam G. Gibson and others are defend- 
ants. 

Present B. H. Sewell for Counsel for Plaintiff, and J. W. 
Orr, C. T. Dunean, and R. L. Pennington are Counsel for certain of 
the defendants. 

RP. L. Johnson, a witness of lawful age, being first duly sworn 
qJenoses and says. 

Q. 1.-- Please state your age, residence, and occupation? 

1 ee My age is 37. I reside at Gibson Station, Lee Comntye |’ eee, 
and my oecupation is farming. 

Q. 2. Are you acquainted with the tract of land formerly owned 
be R. Be Creckett. and conveyed by him +o his daughter, Martha J. Gib- 
gon, aid by her to W. B. Si+gidnam and if so, how long have you known 

¢ 
I am acquainted with said tract of land and have Known it for 

20 years or more. 

Q. 3. How near fo you live to that land? 

Ae 2 1/2 or 35 miles. 

Q. 42 Who was in nossession and living on said lana when you first 
vecanme acquainted with it. 

A. R. BE. Crockett. 


g- "be Stave if you know at what time R. &. Crockett left that land 


and who did he vlacel in possession of it, or who was in possession 


of it after he left it until it was sold to Stgidham.? 

A. I can't accurately state now long he left said land. I think 
ne remained at Ewing with his daughter for eight years pnefore he died, 
and 1 think he nas been dead five or six years. 

Q@.. 6. When KR. RE. Crockett left the land W. G. Colson was in pos- 


session of it for some time under a mortgage which he held against it 


from R. E. Crockett, 





‘& 
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I think Mr. Colson was in possession, after Mr. Crockett left 
it, for two or three years. Then the land was turned over to me as 
acent for Mrs. Gibson to whom R. E. Crockett had conveyed it. Ror 
awhile my father looked after the land for Mrg. Crockett Which was 
while Colson was still in possession of it. 

Q. 7. Did you ever know of any iron ore being dug from said land, 
ani if so, when and by whom was it dug.? 

A. In the year 1900 and perhaps 1901 I leased the iron ore on this 
land to Geo. P. Morrison who took out some iron ore during the period 
of two vears. I do not know the amount he raised. This is tne first 
iron ore I ever knew taken from that land so far as my own personal 
Knowledge goes. 

Q. 8. During the time that Morrison was taking ore from said land 
wae leased from you, state whether or not the American Association 
Incorporated, or any of its agents ar afficers had Knowledge of the 
fact that Ore was being taken from said land? 

A. Mr. Jd. D. Templin, land agent for the American Association in- 
eorporated, knew that I was taking iron ore from that neighborhood. 

I do not know wnehher he knew I was taking it from this particular 
Land or not. 

Qh. 8. Did you ever have any conversation with Mr. Templin, or he 
with you in reference to the iron ore on this tract of land? 

A. Yes sir. Some time abdter I sold this tract of land to W. B. 
St¥idham, I was in Mr. Temolin's office in Middlesborough, Ky. and he 
ask? ine to locate for him a boundary or seam of iron ore which the 
American Association elaimea in Virginia. He nad a map which he laid 
out before me which showed on it a line of iron ore and ask’me where 
44+ was. I told him that that was a part of the ore which I was, or 


nad been, working and Mr. Stfidham was working it at that time. He 


told me that. dad a deed or hai bought that iron ore and stated the 


length of the line of iron ore, but I do not remember what it was at 
they time, and I told hin that thax would take the ore which #4e,Was 


working on tue Crockett land. I ask Mr. Termlin why he did tiet men— 
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tion this to me before, or stop me, or something to that effect. He 
answered me that he did not know that hhat was the seams or some words 
to that effect, but I do not remember the exact words. 

Q. 10, Are you acquainted with one John KM. Crockett? 

A. Yes sir. 

@.. Ll... .Whese on ie wet 

A. R. EB. Crocketts. 

Q.12. What relation is J. M. Crockett to Mrs. Martha Jd. Gibson? 

A. He is reputed to be her brother. 

Q. 13! Do you know the state of feelings between J. M. Crockett 
and his sister Mrs. Gibson, if s0 what is it? 

OF - Objected to because inadmissible. 

B. ih. Sewell. 

A. About the time this land Matter was settled and conveyed to W. 
EB Stgidhan, his feelings to-wards Mrs. Gibson were bad. 

Qy a4 Did you ever hear J. M. Grockett say anything about what 
he intended to do with reference to assisting the American Association 
Incorporated to defend Mrs. Gibson with reference to hhis land, or 
anything of that kind and in this particular suit? 

Ou-- this question and any answer thereto is objected to Ist. be- 
eause it is incompetent and inadmissible, and 8nd because there is 
no foundation laia for this witness to give this character of penny 

B. H. Sewell for Plaintiff. 
A. dd. Me Groekett said to me that ne could beat Mrs. Gibson out 


of the ore and he would help the Association to do it, and was going 


to see that they did beat her, tnat she nad treated him very badly 


about this land, and that he was going to see that W. G. Colson beat 
ner out of the land and would help him do s0. 

Q. 15. State when and where Nr. J. M. Crockett had the foregoing 
eonversation with you and who was present? 


OL - - Objected to for reasons above gtated. 


B. H. Sewell. 
Ae I met him on station Greek. Tom Ball was present. It was a 


short time before he gave nis devosition in this ease, a few weeks or 





las 


few months wefore. 


15. At any time befofe Mr. Crockett had this conversation with 


nad he talked to you about his fathers land, the iron ore on it 


He talked to me aifferent times about it. He showed me the 
eorners on the land. 


me ats vin -tresge conversations who did Mr. Crockett claimed owned 


that iron ore? 


OF - This question and any answer thereto is objected to, because 


this is an indirect attemot to contradict fhe witness, Comekett, and 


no foundation was laia for such testimony when the deposition of 


Crockett was taken, because it was inadmissible. 4 


@,-Ne Unit. tet hwe fetes WE Qoob owed - 


Qe 18. State as nearly-as you can when these conversations were 
had between you ,in wnich he claimé thet tyes’ Tron seme esceme his fa- 
thers? 

OL - - Objected to for the same reasons abowe. 

4 B. H. Sewell. 

A. He made this statement to me ait, ide “Caine Z was put in pdssess— 
ion of this Land and he came there and pointed out some of the cor — 

te do ax of) CF Yr lane 
ners to me, and at different Lames: after that, ne got mad,which was 
sometime about “he time said land wes sold to St@idham, or a little 
pefore. 
Q. 19. Do you know of any ron ore bveing ovenrAd at any place 

on that Crockett tract of land, I mean the 500 acre tract, about the 
year 1887 or 1838 3a man by the name of Wilker or anybody else? 

A. Wo I do not know Wilxer, Hut I know that about the year 1887, 
5 man by the name of Banks, together with my prother and Jonn Crockett, 
the son of Andrew Arockett, opened up iron ore beginning at Cumoerland 


4 


Gav and running on in the direction of Big Stone Gap at different 


places, ana they said they were working for the L. & Ne. R. R. Company. 
There was an openeing made on this land but I do not Know whether it 
was made vy them or not, I Knew of no other openings along there by 


anybody else until tne opening made by myself as above stated. 





¥ . 
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CROSS_EXAMINATION. 
NE waiving the foregoing objections, 8. H. Sewell, Counsel for 

Plaintiff, makes the following cross-examination, _ 

Q. 1. Mr. Johnson, are you personaly interested, any way in the iron 
ore in the land in controversy in this case? 

A. I am not personally interested, except as the agent of Mrs. 
Gibson. 


Q. 2. When you spoke of W. G. Colson claiming to be in possession 


of the R. E. Grockett tract of land, was not Colson at that Teenie 


elaiming this land as his own and aavers fips to Mrs. Gibson? 


A. Yes sir. That is the way i understood it. 

Q. 3. Shortiy after the eonversation you state you bere had with 
Mr. Templin there when he knew for certaim hhat you were mining on 
this varticular R. EB. Crockett land, was not thissuit brought with 
an injunction served on Mrs. Gibson to stop mining? 

A. It was not a great while until the suit was brought and an in- 
junction served on Mr. StRidhnam who was then mining ihe ore on said 


tract of land. 
Q. 4. Are you friendly with J. M. Crockett? 


A. Yes sir we speak. I know of nothing between us at present. 


Ana further this deponent gaith not. 
(Lig natin crmerch) 
Virginia, Lee County, to-wit. 

I, Geo. P. Cridlin, 4 Commissioner in Chancery for the Gircuit 
Court of Lee Gounty, Virginia, do vertify that the foregoing deposi- 
tion of B. L. Bohnson, was taken and sworn to before me at the Tame, 
place, and for the purpose in the caption mentioned. 


Given under my hand, this thre 8th day of May, 1907. 


VD, She, 
Vl Ap V Ll Pn 


Commissioner in Chancery. 
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The depositions of William Cross mee ee eS 


taken before me,G.. W. Haston,a Notary wah: A in and for the Coucty of 
Bell,and State of *entucky,at. the of fice of the American Association 
Incor~orated in Middleshorouch, State and Seti: aforesa2id,on the 29th 
dav of November,1904,b0 be read in evidence on behalf of the plaintiz? 
in a certain suit in chancery now pending in the Circuit Court Yor hee 
County, Virginia, wherein the american Association Incorporated. is pitin- 
tiff and William Gibson and others are defendants, taken pursuant. to 
apreenent of counsel for the parties to said sult. 
present: B.H.Sewell of counsel for plaintiff... 
ie c.f. Duncan of counsel for all the defendants. 
The witness,William Cross, after being first duly sworn deposes 
as follows:: 
Q.U Please Keres your gprs.” Spirent ge ys and oer of residence? 
Af ir nane i: ge 47 vears; and 
piace of ced is ; Bosver tn, mb i enue Babich we 
.2.. Are you acquianted with the fire hundred acre tract of land in 
Lee County, Virginia,known as the Beaty tract}. 
Ti am acouianted with that tract. of land. I was born on it. 
.. State whether or not vou know the iron ore on said tract. of land 
in contra@veryvy in this suit? 
1 know that iron ore on that property. 
State how long vou have know that tract. of land and the iron ore 
on itj, and where did you live in reference thereto, and how Lore: 
I was born on that. pronerty and lived there most. of the tine w.til 
138?e2. 
During the time you so lived on said land were there any openings 
of the iron ore on thzt land,and if so when they were made and oF 
whom? 
There were some iron ore openings made on said land, they were 
made by my grandmother and ny father years before the Wary;, they 
were made for George Rose. 
ring all the time that you lived on said tract. of land, state 
weo claimed to own and be in possession of said iron ore? 
hat vart of the forescoing Yuestion which asks the witnass: who 
alained to be in possession of the iron ore during the time spe- 
cified in the question,is objected to,because possession is an 
actual fact and cannot be made by claim. C.2.Duncan for defts.. 
George Rose claimed to own the iron ore,and also to he tin the 
possession of it. 
Where was George Rose when he made this claim of owner ship and 
possession of said iron ore.. 
He was walkine along the line of the ore and the openings 0” “77id 
ore. He was trying to make sale of said ore,that was along 
Ahout 1869 or 1870. | 
Where werethe openings of this iron ore on said tract. of Lan&t that 
vou speak of above-as having been made by your erandmotmer and , 
your father? | ) 
They ran nearly acrods: ae full tract of lands Thew heean j 
Little way from the west. line and cross on nearly to the eas 
of said tract. 


ust & 
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Q.9. During the time you lived on said tract,state whether any one +o 
your knowledge claimed said iron ore acainst George Rose?. 

ie Wo one. 

\0.Since noving away from said property in 18?72,how far hawe yeu 

lived from said tract of land? 

A.. Most of the time I have lived just. about six miles from 44. 

2.112.State whether: or not you have done any work,since you hnve been 
away,on said tract. of land in opening the iron ore thereon, if you 
have state when said work was done,and for whom? 

Ae I have done some work on said property iny opening up the iron 
ore in 1886 or 188? for Alex A.Arthur. 

2,)28.itho was foreman for Mr.Arthur in doing this work? 

A< Lon& Welker. 

Q.18.Please state the places where this iron ore was opt¢ned up "y .T.. 
Arthur on said tract of land,beginning at the west line ani #olng 
to the east lirie? | 
The first. opening was made just east of the Wirginta Road where 
it now crosses Poor Valley ridce in an 014 opening made by ny 
father. This opening was not over three hundred feet. from thes 
west corner of said tract. The next. opening was about half way 
acroas the tract in a small hollow. The next opening 1s rights at 
the east line of said tract. 

Q.14.While said openings were being So made where did Mr.Welker: board. 

Ae At Dr.Morisons at the Gap. The old Doctor. 

Q.15.Who paid vou for doing this work in makine these iron ore opening S 
on said land? 

A. Alex A.Arthur, 


ona 


Ce.oSS-5XAMINED.. 
You state vou were born on the Beaty tract of land and liwéu on 
ih until 1872. With whom did you live? 
T lived with my father,Jeff Cross. 
Did your father own that land, if not,from whom did he T*rt or 
lease it? 
Ie did not own it , he rented first from old Robert Crovkett and 
after from his son R.&.Crockett,that is,after the deta: of old 
Robert Crockett. 
At what particular point or place on said land did your father 
live during the time spoken of by vou? 
Te lived just aefew steps east of the pranch east of the ross 
where Billy Gibson now lives for a number of vears,and then Be 
moved in the hollow north of Gill Colson house in the house where 
Rez. Crockett lived wp to the time said Crockett broke un foute- 
keeping, which house is admitted hy counsel on both sideasto be the 
house William Stidham now lives in. 
‘ou state there were iron ore openings made on said lant. £0% 
George Rose by your father and grand nother years before the War. 
Will’ vou please state as nearly as vou can how long these evenings 
were nade before the war? | 

te Ii cannot state how long before the War these openings were first 
made, but ny father: continued to work in them up to the bevizming 
of the War’. 

}.o. How do you know your father worked in these openings up to tne 
beginning of the War? 

fie By a settlement made after the War between my father and Georse.W 
Rose 





».6. Was that settlement reduced to figures or wiiting? 

Ae Tt was left to referees 2nd was of course reduced to figmecs.. 

Q.7. YWhen was it made and who were the referees? 

Bs) In or about 1868 by Sauire Mark Cadle and Sqdire Tom Davis. 

oc. bs your * tether siadl Liring? 

tle No sir. 

9.9. You say that George Rose claimed to own the iron ore on this tract 
of land and that. he made this claim while walking along tie line 
of the ore and the openings of the same when he was trving to make 
a sale of said ore along anout the year 1869 or 1870. Wo were 
present at the time he made said cla and to whor was he then 
trying to sell said ore? 

tie Me and my father,and Howard and Bedford to whom Rose was trying 
to sell“ore or property, said Howard and Bedford being the nar- 
ties to whom Rose was trving to sell the ore or property. 

3.10.Do vou know the leneth of the strip of iron ore running across 
said land,and if you do not know exactly, approxinate i% 2s nearly 
25 vou can. 

a4 ahout two miles running along the surface. 

JeLll.How many openi nes “ifthe made unon said land up to the beginnine 
the war? 

Ae I cannot tell exactly.. About twenty or thereabouts. 

2.12.Do you remember seeing any of these openings at or before tre 
beginning of the War,or are you speaking from the appearance= of 
the land as you remember it after the War? 

A. T renemher seeing one opening before the wag. My sister carried 
me up to it where my father was working,and when we got to him we 
found sone slate had fallen on hin,and my sister took 1% off of 
him. I renember seeins this same opening after the War. anis 
openins was on the point a above the old Alec Crockett heusa and 
about midway odo. this tract. of land. The other orenings were 
shown to me by my father when he was showing them to th referees: 
hereinbefore referred to. 

So mich of the foregoing answer: as detabls what his father slowec 
or said to the witness and the referees,is objected to being hear- 
say and inadmissible. 

Q.13.You state that about the year’ 13886 or 188? you assisted in m*ring 
some openings of the iron ore on this tract. of land for Alex A. 
arthur. State the purpose of these openings,if you know it. 

A Te wanted to see wnat ore he had. 

Q.-14.Do vou know whether these openings were made before oer after sa. 
Arthur claimed to have purchased the iron ore on this tract. of 
land? 

Ae I do not Know. 

Q.15.Do you know the boundaries of claim or purchase. of Dr.d.H.ede. 
Morison of a part of this tract. of land. 

A. I do know the boundary, but if called upon to bound is by metes 
and boundgI could not do that. 

9.16 Were any of the openings that you assisted in making for Mr Arthur 
within the boundary claimed hy Dr.Morison? 

Ae Yes, one of then. 

Q.17% Was Dr.Morison at that time alive or dead? 

Ae Fe was alive. 

Q.18 Was he present. where this opening was made? 

Ae No, he was not present. 

),19.Did he have anv knowledge as far as you EKnow,of the fact that lr 
Arthur was having an opening of ore made within the boundary o* s 
Land owned by hin. 

LAe tT do not know. Eis son was out with us every day. He sould some 
out with Welker’ to wrere we were working and so back with hin. 
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Ae George. 

A.21 Are you certain.that George Morison was yoresent when any opening 
was made for lfr.Arthur within the boundaries of the land claimed 
byw Dr.Morison. 

A, Yes. 

Qa.22 Do vou know the boundaries of th 


9.20 Which one of Dr.Morison’s sons. 


the tract of land claimed: by_ Reb. 

Crockett within the boundary of said 500 acre Beaty tract? 

Ae ves 1 ayW the boundary. 

0.23 Was anv openings made for Mr.arthur on that tract. 

Ae Yes there was one on that. 

1,24.Do vou know the boundary claimed by Mrs.fvans and now claimed by 
WéG. Colson: or; nis -wite, ) 

Ae I know that boundary. There was one opening made by Arthur on 
that, and these are the three openings we made for Mr.Arthur. 

1.25.las the George W.Rose Furnace or foundry located on Indian Creek 
and originally owned by Robert Crockett ever been worked or 
operated sodnce you can remember? 
I can remenber my father digging ore for use at that furnace, but 
work at the same ceased about the befinning of the Civil War,per- 
haps about the Fall of 1lo6l. 

Q3.26.Has any furnace ever been operated at that place either by George 
W.Rose,his father Reuben Rose or anv of the Rose Heirs,since the 
vear 1361. 7 

tLe No. 


You stated in your examination in chief that while you lived on ma 
said tract of land that George W.Rose claimed to own and be in pos 
ession of the iron ore thereon. I will now ask vou to state whethe 
or not it is a fact that. it was cenerally known and stated in that 
entire neighborhood that the said ore belonged to the said Rose? 
Ohiected to because immaterial and irrelevant;title cannot be 
acquired nor passed by statenents in the neighbophood or noteriety 
no matter how general. 

I% was. 

State whether or not this claim by said Rose was notorious, open 
and well known and well recognized by all people in the community? 
Ohiected to for the same reasons given ahove. 

It WAS. 


RE=-CROSS EXAMINATION, 
Who recocnized Roses claim to said iron ore?after 13867? 


snoken of it as Roses property. I have heard old Dr.Morison spex 
of it as Roses property. 

When did vou hear R..Crockett,Andy Crockett,dirmy Crockett and 
Dr Morison speak of that iron ore as belonging to George Rose?vana 
where were they? . 

I heard Rua.. and Jirmy Crockett, when they were making sale of Jim 
mvs part. of the property to Dr.Morison,that the ore belonged tO. 
George Rose. ‘They called Andy Crockett in and he stated the same 
thing that the ore belonged to Rose. I do not recollect the date. 
Dr Morison at the same time and place stated that he could not 





ore as it belonged to Rose;,and that. he wanted the land 

ws for farming and the tinher on it. 
Then as I understand you Jimmy Crockett reserved the iron ore or 
did not sell it to Dr.Morison. Is that correct? 

id it was not his. Ee had his brothers brought. in to prove 

belonged to George Rose,and he nade Morison no right to 

far as I could see. 
Did he execute a deed to Dr.Morison for the land at that time? 
They were there making the deed. 
Did you hear the deed read? 
tT recollect hearing the deed read but I do not recollect. what it 
contained. 
If vou heard the deed read please state whether or not. said deed 
in any way mentioned the iron ore on said tract. of land? 
I do not recollect it. 
‘How old were vou at that tine? 
I was vouns man in my teens. 
Was it before or after 18¢2. 
it was before that. 
How long == 
Ahout the vear 1869 or 187°0.somewhere. 
Are either one of these varties, that i$, Dm.Morison,Alex,Andy or 
dim Crockett,now living. 
Jim Crockett may be living,the others are dead. 

Further this deponent. saith not.. 


an ces SD 


Fees of witness paid by plaintiff, 


State of kentucky 


County of Bell 
1,G.W.gaston,a Notary Public in and for said County and State <er 


50 > . = rabd, io hereby certify that the foregoing cep 
osition of Willian Cross was duly taken subscribed and sworn to by 
acreenent of the parties by their counsel before me at the time and 
place and for the purpose in tne caption hereto 

GIVEN under my hand and notarial seal thi tf 
vembar ,1904. Mir commission expires on the add 


i Hi , 


Notary Public. 
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The deposition of James H. Crockett, taken before me H.C. 
Joslyn, a Justive of the Peace for Lee County, Virginia, at the 
office of B. H. Sewell, Attorney at Law, at Jonesville, Lee County 
Virginia, on the 5th day of February, 1903., to be read in evidenee 
on behalr a" the plaintiff in & certain Chancery cause now pending 
in the Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia; wherein the American 
Association Incorporated is plaintiff, and Wm. Gibson, et al, are 
defendants, taken pursuant to an agreement and without notice. 

Present. B. H. Sewell, and R. T. Irvine, counsel for plann- 
Gane,  C.. T.\ Dunean,, Rest. Pennington and George FR. Cridlin, counsel 
for defendants. 

James H. Crockett being first duly sworn deposes as follows: 


Q.1. Please state your age,moccupation and place off residence? 


Ans. 70 in September coming, last day. Farmer, Carpenters, Williamson 


county, Tennessee, 

Qe2. iWho was your father? 

Ans. Robert Crockett of Lee County, Virginia. 

Q.3. Where were you ‘born? 

Ans. I was born in Claibourne County, Tenn. 

04. Do you know the location of a 500 acre tract of land near Cumberland 
Gapon the south side of Cumberland ‘mountain, which was one time 
owned or claimed by your father and the iron ore. under which is in 
controversy in this suit? 

Anss.I am very well acquainted with the tract of land, and have been over 
it. 

Q. 5.L0 you know the boundary lines, or merely the location of the said 
tract? 

Ans. I do not know the lines exactly, but I know the general location of 
the said tract. 

Q, 6.How long have you known this tract of land? 

Ans. Ever since I was a child, big encugh’ to go to sc¢e it. 

Q.%. Did you ever live on this tract of Tand? 

AinSee-» I did. 


Q.8. Whememand for how long. 





\ } 


Ans. I went theresome time in 52-3, ano lived there until the war. 


Q.9. When did you remove from Lee County, Virginia to your present home? 


Ans. In the year 70. 
Q@,. 10.Who first had posession of this tractor (Mace ings your Pirst rec= 
olection? 
Ans. My father Robert Gratkett. 
Q,11.How long did he continue to hold dace eeaton Oi rs ale 
Ans. Until, he sold to Ruben Rose and Johiel Fugate. 
Q.12.Do you remember what year that was? 
Ans. I do not. I could not say. 
Q.13.State what was sold to Rose and Fugate, that is whether it was pul aNs: 
whole of the tract of land or only a part of tt 
Ans. He sold them a large lot of timbered land, the foundary, and the ore 
off of the 500 acre survey. 
The foregoing guestyon and answer are objected to because 
sales of land or interests in lands are required to be in writing 
and the writing is the best evidence of the Sale. 
Penningtos Duncan, Cridlin. 
Q.14.Please state whether ot not any ore was mined and taken from this 
500 acre tract of land, and if so begin at your earliest recollection 
and state by whom in succession it was so mined and taken? 
Ans. My first recollection is, that my father got ore from that land, 
then he had a partner by the name of Andrew Woodson, who got ore next 
then a man by the name of Heller and my oldest brother, R.E.Crockett 
and then Newton Evans mined the next ore, Then he sold out to 
Ruben Roseband Johial Fugate, and they put George Rose there and 
he mined ore up to the war. 
€.15. How old were you when your father was mining the ore in your first 
recollection as you stated? 
Ans. I could not say. I was a very small child, may be from 6. to 7 years 
and may he &. 
Q. 16.How long did Andrew Woodson mine the ore in connection with your 


father, as near as you can remember? 


Ans. AS near as I can remember he mined it about five years. 
(2) wi 





Q. 17How long as near as you can remember did Heller and your brother 
So teCrockett mine we? 
AS, of think, about the best of my knowledge, they mined it about two 


years ¢ 


Q. 18How long did Newton Evans mine it? 


Ans. I do -not recollect exactly, but I think it was from two'\to three 
years. 
Q. 19. Did you ever mine or haul any ore from this land yourself, and £f 
SO, Stave Chemiects-sbou t-te 
Ans. I never mined any ore fron hhis bank, but I hauled one whole fall 
for George Rose. He hired me and my team by the day. 
Q@. 2O.What sort of authority or contract did Andrew Woodson miné: the ore 
Under . 
Preliminary question by counsel for the defendant. 
Was that Contract in writing? 
Anse. Po thimk &re was, 
Any answer to the foregoing question propounded by the conn- 
sel. ror the plaintiff, is objected to because the said. contract 
having been shown by the witness to be in writing, the writing is 


the best evidence, and oral tentimony is not admissable. 


Pennington, Duncan, Ord hia 
The contract was , that he was to give my father one-half of the 
dO bts 5 
@. 21.We understand then fopm your answer that he mined it under your 
father's authority. Is that correct? 

This question is objected to because the understanding of 
the counsel is not evi dence. The contract is shown to have been, 
in writing, and in addition thereto the question is directly lead- 
ing, and suggest$ in the strongest terms possible the answer desired, 

Ans. Yes sir. He was a full partner with my father. While he was doing 
it, my father got one-half of the profits. 
Q. 22. Under whose authority did Heller and R. E. Crockett mine, end New- 
ton Evans mine? 
Ans. Under my father's Authority. 
(3) 





Q. 23.What was done with the iron ore mined from this land? 

Ans. It was hauled to the furnace of my father's while he onwed it, and 
to the same furnace after Mr. Rose got it, and tere made into ipon. 

Q. 24. State how constantly the ore was mined and hauled from this land 
to the furnace. That is, state whether or not it was hauled each 


and every year or whether at intervels from the time you first 


knew the land until the war? 


Ans. According to my recoltection it was hauled every year, as far back 
as J can remember. 

Q.25. Did the furnace run each and every year during that period? 

Ans. Well, I don't think it ran each year on account of some years thgy 
had to stop on account of the stock. It tokbk a great deal of coal 
and ore and they tried to get in a large stock before starting up 
the furnace. When they started it they ran it as long as they 
could on account of the hearth, It was costly to put in a new RE 
hearth, but the trip hammer ran each year, making bar iron. 

Qe 26. What soft of coal was used at the furnace. 

ANS, It was fcalled charcoal burnt from wood by colliers. The furnace 
was generally run in Winter season on account of the water being 
better for making blasts. 

Q.27. Can you state whether or not the furnace works, and the mines on 
this land was apparently an old operation at the time when you can 
first reccolect? 

This question and the answer thereto is objected to bezause 
it is seeking an opinion of the witness. 

Ans. It was. 

Q.28. State whether or not any one ever set up any claim to this 500 acre 
tract of land, or to the ore on it impposition to your father's 
claim, and the claim of Rose under your fabher? 

Ans. Never, that I ever heard of, or knew of. 

Q.29. We will ask you in particular whether or not Wm. Woodson , as to 
your knowledge, laid any claim to this 500 acre tract of land orany 
part thereof, or any interest therein? 


ANS, -Hesatd: not, 
(4) 





Q.30. State whether or not, to your remembrance, Wm, Woodson ever cut 

any timber of any kind off of this tract of land, and if so state 
the circumstances? 

Well, I remember of him cutting some little oak timber off of my 
father’s premises, and he cut off the timber fit for rails for 

my father , and he tooknthe bark. 

State whether or not you know anything about the division lines 
agreed on between your father and Wm. Woodson, or whether you heard 
Woodson say anything about that, and if so what you know and what 
was said? 

All I know coneerning that is, that I have been at the beech that 
they start fron, and the line I think, runs north about 2 degrees 
west or east one I am not sure which. I have not traced the lines 
through, but I have been at the corner tree, and have seenrit a 

good many times. They agre¢d upon that as being on the division 
line, and the line ran from that tree to the back line. I never 

heard Wm. Woodson say anything about it that I remember of. 

Please stats where the beech tree tkat you refer to is located with 

reference to the 500 acre tract. 

Southeaast of the 500 acre tract, and in a southeast direction from 
the R. E. Crockett house, where, I am informed Wm. Stidham now lives, 
and about 1/4 of a mile from said house, it may not be as much as 
1/4 of a mile. This is merely a euess,I have not seen the land 
Since 1870. 

Your refer in a former question to a back line, that a division line 
ran to from the beech, please state what back line you refer to? 

I think it was a back line of the Jones tract. 

State whether or not after the division line was astablished between 

your father and Wm. Woodson as you have testified to,athetsaid Wa 
Woodson ever claimed west or north west of the said line, 


If he ever did I never heard of it. 


We will ask you if any particular circumstance is recalled by you 


showing the recognition of that division line by Wm. Woodson, and 


if so please state it. 
(5) 





None that I know of. 

To refresh your memory, We will ask you if some of Wm. Woodson hogs 
“" one time got thvough a fence on said division line, and if you 
recall such a circumstance, please state the facts concerning it. 
He had hogs to break through on the south side of the line fence 
time and agwim, and eventually my father had me to notify him to 
break losse, end build a fence of his own on this division line. 
This was that par* of the division line running from the Virginia 
road eastward to the beech from where the Virginia road turns north. 
and Wm. Woodson got the county surveyor to run the line, and it 
threw; about four acres more Tand to my father than before, and 
Woodson built a fence of his own on the line established by the 
surveyor. 

padyou know Robert or Martin Beaty? 

T didnot. 

We called your attention to an exhibit filed with the pleadings 
in this cause marked "J.-H¥.0." being @ COPY of a deed dated April 
26th, 1870, from yourself and wife to James H. S. Morrison, the 
granting clause of this deed conveys your entire interest being 
1/6 part of a certain undivided tract of land &c., and we ask you 
whether or not, at the Wimae of this conveyance you claimed the 

mineral in this land, and whether you conveyed or intended to 
convey the mineral to James H. S. Morrison. 

The foregoing question and answer thereto is objected to 
because said conveyance is in writing, and explains itself, and any 
Sntention that the witness may have had that is not expressed in 
that deedis waived, and cannot be proven except by the deed itseff. 
It is further objected to because James Hi. S. Morrison, the other 
party of the said contract is dead and th&s witness cannot speak 

of any eonnection, with ‘thé deed or contract, adverse to the inver-= 


est Of the said James He S. Morrison. 


I did not claim any of the mineral or ore on this tand at all, as 


that had been conveyed to Rose by my father, and I thought every 
body knew it. 


(6) Cross-examination by C.T.Duncan, attorney for Wm. G. 





Gibson, and other defendants except W.G.and C.if. Colson. 

In answer to one of the questions propounded to you,you state that 
you know the tract ofland in dispute, did you ever see any of the 
lines of the tract of land run, or dow you know where any particular 
corner of the tract stood, and if so state that you do. Please téll 
where that corner stood and what it was. 

I never was acquainted with the lines exactly, I knew of this beech 
corner. It is the only corner on the tract that I am acquainted 
with and have seen. Il am acquainted with the land, have hauled ore 
CFL sGT ih, 

Were you acquainted with the tO00 acre survay? 

I was acquainted with the outside Hinesonly, the south line of: 

that surveye 


Did the 500 acre survey and the 1000 acre survey join each other? 


Yes sir, I think they did. 
Did you know, or do: you know the location of the division lines 
between the 500 acre survey and the 1000 acre survey? 
Not exactly, I do not. I never saw the lines run or traced. 

You state about you living on this land from about the, 1852 or 5Sdup 
to the war, were you then a single man living with your father? 
Yes sir. 

You state that when you can first remember that your father was ~ 
getting iron ore from this tract of land. | will get you to state 


as nearly as you can what part of this land he was getting iron 


ore from. 


I could not state exactly what part, for he was getting it nearly 


all over it, whereever the men who got it saw cause to dig. 
Do you remeher what time it was that your father sold the furnace 
to Ruben Rose and Johiel Fugate? 

I do not remember the time. 
Where was your father then living? 
He was living on a farm in Tennessee, about one whihe from the fur- 
NECE. | 


You also state in one of the questions propounddad to you,_. that you 


hauled iton ore frr George Rose one fall aftep your father sold sé 





to Ruben Rose and Fugate. Please state what year that was, if you 
can. 

Ans. I could not state the date ob the ae on account I never paid any 
attention, never expecting to be called upon to testify on that, 


and it just passed off likee any other hire or trade . 


Ath 
QJ10. State as nearly as BA a Ad long this was before the beginning of 


the war. 

Ans. Well, I could not state that exactly, but it was about PuTcee=oc 
four years before the war that I did this hauling. 

Q.11 Where did you then live? 

Ans. 1 lived on the 500 acre survey, and at the place where I am now 
informed Wm. G. Gibson now lives. 

Q.12. Now, I will ask you to state from what part of the said fract-of 
land you hauled this iron ore which you did haul for George Rose? 
It was near the northeast corner of the said AE yight up atthe 
head waters of Station Creek, and in hauling it I came right down 
by the house Sey eee formally lived, and at that teme 
my brother H. B. Crockett lived in the said house, and my best rec- 
ellection is that my brother was married and was living in the 
house. He had commenced living there as a bachelar . 
Did you know of Ruben Rose, Johiel Fugate ar George Rose ever get— 
ting any iron enet of this tract of land a opt up there inte 
northeast corner of it, from where you hauled the ore as just 
above stated by you, if so please state where else they got it. 

Ans. If he ever hauled any from any other place I do not know it, 
unless bt was to the same furnace and near thetssre place. 

Q, 14. Please state as nearly as you can, when your father first moved 
on this tract of land. 

Ans. I could not exactly give the date, but it was some where near 52-5. 

Q. 15. How long did your father live on this land after he went to it? 

AnS. He lived on it until up into the first year of the war, the later 
part of 61. 

Q. 16.Do you know anything about the division of this 500 acre tract of 


land between your brothers and sisters, and the parties entitled 
poet (8) 





Ans. I do not, I was not there. I was in Middle Tennessee, 

@.17. When did that foundary or furnace sold by your father to Ruben Rose 
7nd Fugate cease to run? 
At the beginning of the war, It never run after that while I 


rémained: in this county. 


Cross-examination by Pennington Bros. counsel for @.M.& W.G. 
Colson. | 
How long have you lived where you now say that you live? 

I moved therein 70, about 35 years ago. 

What business have you been @ngaged in during that Siuyears that 
you have lived at the place mentioned in the first part of your 
deposition. 

Farming. 

merc did you live previous to hhe year 1870, the time when you 
moved 20 miles south of Nashville. 

I livedlast in the old building that Billy Gibson now lived in, 
the year before that I lived right close to White Fulkerson, near 
Rise hill, one year. Previous to that I was in the army of the 
Southern Confederacy up to the surrender, 

Some time ago notice was given to take your deposition in your 
countyand interogatories were agreed upon for the taking of your 
deposition by the attorneys for the vilaintiff and defendants in 
this case. Why was it that your deposition was not taken accordnng 
to the agreement in your own county at the time agreed on? 

Becasue I was coming to see my brother on a visit, H. B. Crockett 
Had your visit to your brother's H. B. Crockett been arranged 
previous to the time fixed to take your deposition in your own 
county? 


I had already made arrangement to come to Virginia before I was 


notified by these people, the plaintiff in this case, that they 


wanted to take my deposition. 
Did you receive the questions propounded by Mr. Sewell? 
iG che 


Why did you not answer the questions that were propounded? 


(9) 





I preferred to answer them in person. 

Have you any interest in this case? 

-Noneat all. 

Then why did you prefer to answer the questions in person. 

The way the questions were, and not being posted in law, I did not 
know hardly how to answer them. some of them were asked so I did 
not know how to answer them. 

Q. 10. If the plaintiff in this case were willing to risk your state- 
ment without their presence, why were you sO interested to come Rere 
to give your deposition? 

Ans. I wasWanting to come on a visit, and I thought it would suit me 
better to come here then to answer them there. 

Q. 11. Who padi your expenses here, from your home up here, your railraad 
Parox | 

Ans. I proffered, as I was coming here, if the plaintiff would pay one=- 
half of my expenses here I would come here and give my deposition. 

Q.12. When did you get here? 

ns. i fot. towRosesnis lon the 2a 

Q.13. Have you seen the land in question since you came? 

Ans. I have not. 

Q.14. How long has it been since you last saw that land? - 

Ans. In 70. 

Q. 15. YOU say in your examination in chief, that im. Woodson never claima 
this land or any interest in it, but that he cut some timber ethos 
Lt weeh your father's permission.Was it not a fact that your father 
objected to tm. woodson cuttin this timberwhich he got off of it 


ce 


instead of it being done by your father permision. 

Ans. The timber that I speak of was timber which: he cut off with my 
fatner's consent for the purpose of getting the tan bark. 

Q.1G. Don't you know that Wm. Woodson did claim this land under convey- 


ance from RQbert Beaty. 


Ans. He never did as I knew of. 


Q. 17. Was there any houses near the place where you hauled ore fron tae 


Rose? 
(10) 





Ans. There was an old building right near where I entered the Farm, and 
then my brother lived in the old house right down in the farm, ard 
I got the iron ore about due north from where my brother lived. 

Q.18. Did your father, at the time you were getting this ore, own the 3 
1000 acre survey also? 

AWS ~ NES sskE’ 

Q,. 19. Do you know whether the iron ore that you were getting then wasn 
on the: 500 -or- 000 acre: survey? 

Ans. It was on the 500 acre survey. 

Q.20. You say that you recollect that it was on the 500 acre survey. 
“hy do you so remember that. 

Ans. Because I know the tract of lnad pretty web] Laones IT could not 
tractm the lines. It was up on the Poor Valley Ridge considerabyg. 


Q@. 21.At the time you got this iron ore was your brother Harrison living 


on the 500 acre survey as you understandwhere the 500 acre survey 


LS. 

Ans. I think his house was ow the 1000 acre survey at the time I got 
oS. OPT. | 

®. 23.As your fatherowned the 590 acer ETT 1000 acre survey at thes 
same time you were getting this ore, why was there any discussion 
as to which one of the tracts you were getting this ore from? 

And. Because the biggest part of the ore was on the 500 acre survey, 
and theminers preferred to dig it there. 

Q.24. How much of the 500 acre survey lies in Virginia? 

Ans. I think it is all in Virginia unless it is a few steps on the wegst 
end that might lay in Tennessee. 

Q. 25.How much of the 1000 acre survey is in Virginia do you»think. 

Aas. Adal rol sLe 

Q.26. How much of the 1155 acre Jones survey if you are acquainted 
with that ? 

ANS. I am not acquainted with it. 

Q.27. Were you present when your rather and Wm. Woodson had the surveyor 


to run the south line of your father’s place and the north line of 


ir. Woodson place? 
Ans. Yes sir, I carried the chaint. Cae.) 





Re-direct Examination. 

Do you know where the bank of ore on that tract of land is, which 
is called the flat bank, and if so state what part of the tract of 
land it was on. 
It was on the west end of the tract. I have becn to it many times. 
State whether or not ore was gotten from this bank as regularly ss 
from the bank you have testified that you hauled from at the east- 
ern ena“ ef, -bhe- Lract, 
it was not, on account it was unhandy to get at, and when they 
wanted tough iron they would go to this bank. The Bank on the east- 
ern end made hard iron and more like steel, 

State whether or not some iron was obtained each and every year 
from the bank known as the flat bank. 
No sir. There was not ore gotten there each year. It was gotten 


when they wanted it for the tilt hammer for bar iron, 


.. ore : 
State whether or not iron was gotten from other places on said 
A 


tract of land besides the two particular banks you have referred 
DO's 
Yes sir. There were banks nearly all over it. A great many banks 
have been opened that ‘hey got iron ore from. 
Was there a fence built a long the line from the beech tree to the 
back line of the Jones tract wou have testified abont, 

The fence was not right on the line when I knew itlast, it was close 
to it. Running north from the beech tree to the back line, 
By whom was that fence put there? 
By my father, 

State whether or not the fence was recognized as the boundaryy 
line fence by Wm. Woodson, 

I don't suppose it was, as it was not right on the line. It didgl 
not take in all of my father's land.quite. 
Did Wm. Woodson ever claim anything west of that fence to your 
knowledge? | 
NO sin, he fever did. 


Do you know anything about your father's old title bapers. Where 
they are or anything about them? (12) 





I do not. They were always handled by my older brothers,R. E. 
Crockett and Andrew Crockett. 
You have been asked by Mr. Pennington as to why you did not give 
your deposition at your home on interogatories. We will ask you 
whether or not the said papers or interogatories ccaeue wee in time 
for you to give your deposition there on the day named in said 
papers. 

I got them about 4 o'clock the day that was set for me to give 
my deposition; and then I wrote back to Mr. Sewell, and told him 
so and for him to set a gay again, or if he would pay oneshailf 
of my expenses I would come here just as he liked, 

Re-cross Examination by C. T. Duncan, 

In answer to a question propounded to you upon your re-direct 
examination, you stated you knew the bank of iron ore on ‘said 
land called the flat bank, and that it is on the west end of the 
land. I will ask you nowhow far and in»what direction this bank 
is from the main road leading to Cumberland Gab. 

I recon some four or five hundred yards. 
On which side of the said road? 
North side, 


How far is it from the house your father formally lived in on sadd 


Land, ~the house ware Wm. G. Gibson now lives, 


I suppose’ it is something over a quarter of a mile. I could 
State exactly. 
What direction is said bank from said house? 

Pecrieriy tS roavwer mMombiese,, lism rotoliecrion 7s rien t . 
Did Ruben Rose or George W. Rose, or any person working under 
ever get any iron ore from that bank you call the flat bank? 

I don't think they ever did, If they did I do not know it. 
Did you ever know the Roses, or any person working for them to get 
any iron ore west of the place from where they were getting iron 
ore which you hauled for them? 

Yes Sir. I think there was one or two places west from where they 


got ore, though I only hauled from the one bank. 
(13) 





QS. 


In hauling the iron ore that you think the Roses got west of the 
Place you hauled from, how did they get to these places from the 
main road? 
They went right up this Little ereck chilled Station a Me where 
my brother lived, and there the road forked to go to these places 
on the back of the plantation, 
Had you left this country wefore part of your father's land was solid 
by commissioner A. L. meatonote and purchased by Dr. a. Re. Ds 
Morrison? 
Yes sir, I guess I had, I know nothing OT ob. 

Re-re-Direct examination. 

One of the guestions that we forgot to ask you on direct examina- 
tion State whether or not all of the ore for your fatner's fur- 
nace, that you have testified about, come from this 500 acre tract 
of land, or do you know of any being obtained from any other 
Land? 

So far as my recollection teaches me it all came from the 500 acre 
SUrVECY 
Where was this furnace located with reference to this tract of land 
and by whom was this foundary Bure EC? 


It was on Indian Creek, about five miles from cumherland Gap, and 


about two miles from where the state road crosses Station Creek, 


in a southeast direction, and a few hundred yards from where 
station Creek emptied into Indian Creek, which makes it about 
three miles from the 500 acre tract of land. It is in Tennessee 
about 1 1/2 miles from the Virginia state lineto its nearest place. 
My father and his brother Andrew 2 first built tnis furnace. 
Can you state fron the general history of the community about 


what year they built this furnace? 


I cannot answer that question, but they did it when they were young men. 


And further this deponant sayeth not. The signature waived. 





Virginia, County of Lee, to-wit: 

I, H. C. Joslyn, a Justive of the Peace for the County of 
Lee, and State of Virginia, as ‘certiry that the foregoing deposi- 
tion of James H. Crockett, was duly taken, sworn to, and his Sigs 
nature thereto waived by agreement of the parties by their counsel, 
before me, at the time and place, and for the purpose on the cap- 


tion hereto mentioned, 


ae 
Given under my hand ghis the /@iay, of February, 1903. 
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The Depositionsof John Thompson, 


taken by agreement,before the undersigned Notary Public in and for the 
County of Lee, at the Cumberland Hotel in the Town of Cumberland Gap, 
Virginia, on the 30th day of August, 1905, to be read as evidence in be~- 
hapf of the defendants in a certain suit in chancery now pending in the 


Girevit Court of Lee County, Virginia, in which the American Association 


In corporated,is complainant, and Willien & Gibson, et al, are defendants. 


R. 7. Irvine & G. W. Easton, attyJ 
for plaintiff. 
Orr & Noel attorney4for Martha J. 
Gibson and W. B. F. Stidham and wife. 
E. W. Pennineton attorney for W. G. 
PRESENT: gnd C. NM. Colson. 

W. G. Colson, 
Cc. T. Duncan at orney for all the 
Defendants. | 

John Thompson a witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes and says: 


Qi. State your age, occupation and place of reseterce? 

63, Sheawanee, Tennesseev I ie eee eoueteen now, butmy occupation 
has peen teaming and such as that. 

Are you acquainted with the tract of land described as a 500 
acre survey formerly claimed by Robert Crockett? 

Les. Si-7s 

How long have you known that land? 

IT have known it for several years. from about the year 1860 until 
the present. 
Who, lived on that land when you firstknew it? 

Old Robert Crockett. 

Did you ever do any work of any kind on that land for any person, 
and if so whom? 

I worked on that lend for Goerge hose. 

What did you do on it for George Rose? 

I helped raise ore and helped haul ore. 

Please state where you hauled the ore to. 

IT hauled it to an iron furnace down on Indian creek. 


i” 





state what directions, if any, Goerge Rose gave you in reference 
to hauling and unloading the iron ore Which you hauled off this 
tract of land? 
He came and looked at the loads and authorized me to haul them 
all alike, that he had to pay for the ore that he was getting 
off the Crockett land. 
This question and answer objected to as in— 
competant and irrelevant. 
ke. G. Irvine. 
What Crockett did he say he had to pay for the ore? 
Robert Crockett. 
What year was that Mr. Thompson? 
That was in 1860. 
Are youacquainted with that part of the Crockett land purchased 
at the Commissioner's sale by Dr. J. H. S. Morrison, deceased? 
I have been acquainted with the land for several years, have 
been 3621 .0ver at, 
I will ask you to state if you ever lived on that land so purchased 
by Dr. Morrison from the Commissioner? 
It built a little house on that land on the east, but I do not 
remember the exact time. 
I understand that the house was put up near the Field's line. IT 
will ask you to state how long you lived there. 
I limed there about two or three years possibly. 


state whether or not you have been acquainted with and lived 


in the neighborhood of that land so purchased by Dr. Morrison , 


ever since. 

I have lived in the neighborhood ever since. Yes sir. 

Has any body else but Dr. Morrison and those claiming under 

him been in possession of any part of that land at any time since 


you built that house? 
Not that I know of 





16 By whose authority, or under whom did you go on that land? 
Under Mr. Crockett's authority. 
there 
State whether or not you continued to live on for some time 
after Dr. Morrison bought it? 
fi thank 1 dads 

State whther or not George W. Rose, Alex. A. Arthur, The American 
Association Incorporated, or the American association limited, 

if at, any time since you have knwon that land has had pos= 
session of any seam of iron ore or worked any seam of iron ore 

on any part of that 500 acre Robert Crockett land? 

Not that I know of. 

Did you know R. E. Crockett? 

Yes sir. 

Were you acquainted with the land upon which R. E. Crockett lived 
up to the time he was stricken with paralysis? 

Yes sir, I know the land. 


Did ever George Rose, Alex. A. Arthur, The American Association 


Limited, the American Association Incorporated, or any person 


claiming under them have ever had possession of any part of the 
land claimed by R. E. Crockett in his life time, or of any seam 
of iron ore on that land. 
Not that I know of. 
If I understand you correctly, you have lived in thes neighborhood 
of that land ever since the war? 

Ever since the war, sir. 
At what time did R E. Crockett move end live upon that land 
first? 
He lived on that land ever since I knew him until he moved off 

from Station Creek and died. 


24 Do you know about what year he moved to Station Creek? 
Eee not. 
Was it before the war closed, or after. 


It was after. 





Mr. Thompson, please state the points, as nearly as you can, 
where you got this iron ore which George Rose told you he had 
to pay Crockett for. 

It was up to the right hand of Billy Gibson's on the ridge. 

If I am not mistaken I Bauled some farther over east. 

Didyou know anything about Jeff Cross working there? 

Yes. 81.7%. 

Where did he work? 

He worked all up and down there digging ore. 
Did he dig any of the ore which you hauled? 

Yes sir. 

Did George Rose give you the same instructions about all the ore 


which you hauled? 


Not that I remember of. He gust said haul the loads all alike 


that was all he ever said to me. 

Did you know Bill Cross? 

Yes sir. 

Dad Bill Cross ever Gig -any iron ore there at any time? 
No sir, he was too young then. 

otate what relation you are to Bill Cross. 

I married Bill Cross’ sister. I am his brother-in-law. 


CROSS=<EXAMINATION BY 
| as a eign aly pe 


About how long, Mr. Thompson, did you haul ore? 
I do not remember, sir, how. long. 
As much as two years? 
No sir. 
As much as one year? 
No sir, I don’& expect I hauled over two or three months. 
Do you remember the season of the year it was that you did this. 
hauling? 
It was in the Winter or fall. 


= 





You think that was about the year 18607 
Yes sir. 
Why do you fix it as the year 1860 
IT remember it was about the time I married. 
How old were you when you were married. 
I was married in 1860 you can count it up. 
Were you twenty-one years of age when you married? 
Teo. Sir. 
were you over twenty-one? 
Yes sir, I guess I was. 
How much over it? 


I don't remember. 


About twenty four or five do you think? 


Along about that I guess. 
Did you soldier any during the war? 

No sir, I was not a reguiar soldier. 

Who was running the furnace at the time you did this hauling? 
Gedrge Rose. : 

When you were hauling whose team did you use? 
Beorge Rose's 

Who else was hauling at that time? 

I do not remember all the boys. I remember one by the name of 
Burkett. He had a good many hands. 
Did George Rose make any iron after the war? 
No sir. 
Did any body else make any? 
No sir. 

ed 

Teen no one work that iron ore after George Rose quit? 
Mo sir. 

Then no body has hed possession of the iron ore from that time 


only by having possession of the surface, have they ? 


That question objected to as a question of law that is for 





the court to determine and not the witness.puncan 

Not that I know of. 

Did Mr. Rose tell you how much he had to pay Mr. Crockett for 
the iron ore? 

No sir. 

Did he say he wes buying the ore from Mr. Grockett? 


° 


He said he had to pay for it and was Supposed to haul so much 

at a time, about a ton or a ton and half at a time, something 
like. that 

Where wes kobert Crockett living at that time? 

Living about two mile& from there on the Virginia road at the 
Wllliem Gibson place. 

What year did George Rose cease to make iron? 
He quit making iron about the last of the year -60 or the first 
of 61, but I think it was the last of sixty. 

Did you ever hear Mr. Robert Crockett claim that it was his ore? 
He did not speak to me of it, but it was always considered his 
by every body, end Rose told me he vas getting ore off-his "land. 
You do not know how Rose was getting this ore from this land, 
uder what kind of an agreement to do? 

No, he never told me. He said he had to pey sears . 

You stated that you knew the location of the 500 acre Robe rt 


Crockett patent. State whether or not you know the lines of this 


petent, or simply know the -location in a general way? 


I do not know the lines, sir. 

Did you ever see any of the lines run? 

I dont remember thet I have. 

You can not be sure then that the ore you hauled was from the 

o00 acre patent, can you 

It was. 

And further this deponant saith not. 

Signature waived. | 
Attendants claimed.One day. 50cts. 


6 





J. H. §. Morrison another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deo eces and says: 

State your age, residence and occupation? 
age 40, ee ae Gap, Tenn. Lawyer. 
Are you a son of the late Dr. J. H. 5. Morrison? 

I am, 
Please state if you are acquainted with the tract of land 
purchased by your father, Dr. J. H. 8. Morrison, from A. lh. 
Pridemore, Commissioner at a Judicial sale made about the year 
1869 in Lee County, Virginia? 

I am. 

Are your likewise acquainted with the tract of land conveyed to 

your father by J. H. Crockett? 

I am. 
Please state as nearly as you canwhen your father took posses- 
sion of these seversl lands? 

I can't state just when he took possession of them , but he 
had possession of these lands at my earliest recollection. 
Please state what wes the extent of your father's claim to 
these lands. 


He cultivated, or had othergto cultivate all the cleared land 


and used timber off of all the timbered ‘lands, and occupied 


the entire landsand claimed them. 
State whether or not your father's claim was to the entirety 
of that land. 
it was to the entirety. 
When did your father die? 
L888 or ~89. 
From the time your fatner purchased these lands and took pos- 


session of them state whether or not there was any adverse claims - 


to his title,or to the land,or any of the mineral on it. 


7 





T never heard of any until recently. 

When you say recently, please state when that was, as nearly 

as you can. 

T don't know that to be an adverse claim, wnen I say until 
recently. The time l refer to is, when a deed of oartitohon 
signed by various other parties was returned to mother some 
time after 1888, and when the deed was received it was opened 
by my mother in my presents and read and she them made “a state- 
ment in reference to a reservation in the deed about some 

sron ore, that there was no such elaim in the partition that 
she and my father had signed for the benefit of the heirs of 

R. E. Crockett that she had any recollection of. Aside from 
that mere statement in that deed I never heard of any body else 
claiming the iron ore until this suit was brought. I did not 


know they claimed it until this suit was brought. This 1 


might say applies only to that portion of land conveyed to my 


father by James H. Crockett. 
So much of the foregoing angwer as relates to a 
statement made by his mother is objected to as 
incompetant end irrelevant. 
Ru ft. TPvane.. 
After the death of your father, who went into the possession 
of these lands formerly owned by him. 
Myself, two brothers and a sister. 
State whether the possession of your brothers and sister was 
an actual possession either by use or by tenant? 
We had tenants at all times on the property, and we used it 
ourselves at all times. 
State the extent of your claim to the lend. 
Title in fee to everything, the whole land. 


Please state whether or not George W. Rose, his heirs, A. &. 
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Arthur, The American Association Limited, the American Associa~ 

fion Incorporated, ever at any time within your retollection 

hag possession of any iron ore or iron ore seam on any of the 

lands embraced within the boundary of your father's deeds from 

A. L. Pridemore or James H. Crockett, or to any part of the 

tract knwon as the 500 acre Robert Crockett tract of land. 
They heve not. 

Do you know where the old Crockett furnace is located on the 
old Indian Creek? 

Yes Si-r. 

Please state whether or not that furmece has ever been in 
operation at any time since your earliest recollection. 


Lt know the old fummeace end it has been in ruins ever since I 


can remember,and ever since I first saw it when I was e Small 


boy. 

The plaintiff in its bill alleges that while it was in possession 
of said iron ore on said tract of land, ( in the Crockétt 500 

acre tract) that Wm. Gibson, Wm. Causby, Chadwell Pridemore, 
Vincent Causby, Kate Causby, W. 3B. Stidham, Martha Thompson, 

Martha J. Gibson, Wm. Morrison, J. H. S. Morrison, George P. 

Morrison, Minnie Richmond, without the knowledge or concent 

of the plaintiff have @mtered upon different portions of said 
land and are and have been mining and moving the, ore therefrom 
and disposing of it &c. Now I will ask you to state if this 

plaintiff, The American Association Incorporated, was ever at 
any time in possession of that tract of land of of any iron ore 
in, On or under it since your earliest recollection? 

It was not. ‘ 


I will ask you further, when you and your brother and sister 


and those c#aiming under you entered into said land and mined 
mined the iron ore or permitted it to be mined, did you do it 
under a claim of right or as a trespass. 


Under a claim of right. 





You may now state whether or not shat right of yours was ever 
disputed by any body until the institution of this suit? 
I never heard of any body disputing our title and right until 
2 few days or possibly weeks before the American Association 
brought this svit, when its acent mumxxkaxnmxanit claimed that 
it had the title to the iron ore. 

ug Did they at any time claim that they had possession of it to you’ 
No such statement as that was ever made to me. I will say 
further in this connection, that the Liee time I ever heard 


of the Association claiming this iron ore was @ few weeks at most 


prior to the bring of this suit? Mr. Templing, their agent 


claimed that the iron ore was owned by the Association. The 
way he stated it was that we have this iron ore on our books 
and vent to find out whether or not it is ours, and if nét, so 
we can take it off our books, this is substantially his 
statement, and as near the exact words as I can state, and am 


positive is about the statement he made. 


Are you acquainted with Wm. Cross? 
I am 
Please state about the age of Wm. Cross, and whether or not he 
would have been able to have mined ore in une year 1859: or L860; 
or any time prior to that date. 
All that part of this wuestion except that part asking 
for the age of the witness is objected to as incompetant 
and immaterial. 
ine eR ag tet 
I do not know the exact age of said Cross, but I have known him 
well ell of my life, played with him when I was a small boy end 
am sure he could not be older than I am if that much, and I am 
sure he could not have been old chough to have mined ore or done 
any work of any kind at that time. 
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State whether or not you or your father ever mined or dug any 
ore from that part of the Crockett land claimed by yourselves 


and covered by the deeds from A. L. Pridemore, Commissioner, 


and James H. Crockett, deceased, if so when you did so and to 


what extent. 

We never took any off, but at the time of the Exposition at New 
Orleans we dug on that part of the land conveyed to my father by 
said Pridemoer, Commissioner, in order to get a large bjock to 
send to the Exposition, as a part of the exhibit from the state 
of Kentucky, at the request of the State Geoladgist of Ky.The ore 
was not sent from the fact that the funds were so limited for 
the purpose I did not succedd in getting out a block and did 

nos send. it .in, 

T will get you to state now whether or not the American 
Association Incorporated about the time they were making 
purchases about the years 1887 up to 1890 did not have several 
openings made on lands in this County, and when doing this 

they did not touch this 500 acre tract of land. 

About the year 1889 the American Association made numerous open- 
inggnear Cumberland Gap and from Cumberland Gap down into 
Tennessee along Cumberland Mountain for a distance of six or 
seven miles from wiich a great many samples of iron ore were taken , 
They did not make a single opening on the lands owned by my 
father, and if any opening was made by them on any other part 

of the 500 acre trect of land I never saw it or heard of it. 

Do you remember R. CG. Ballard Thruston, or any person coming here 
at one time and proposing to lease from the American Association 
their iron ore in this vBeinity, and if you state you do, I wild 
ask you do you remember wou it was with Mr. Thruston, and 

state whether or not atthat time the American Association 


did not tkhexkmueriagunxkssogixkxaomx have this tract of land marked 
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out of their claim and seid they could not lease ak the iron 
ore on that land because it did not belong to them, or any 
words of that kind? 
I remember a Mr. Thruston and some party being here at one time, 
but I could not say now who that party was. They were here, 
as I remember for the purpose of examining iron property and 
the varty with Mr. Thruston, and an agent by the name of 
Welker as I remember went down to the American Association's 
iron property southwest of Cumberland Gap, if they were ever 
on ayy property in any other direction I did not know it. I 
did not hear the statement made between the representative of 
the Association and Mr. Thruston, and do not know what they 
said about this matter. 


CROES EXAMINATION BY 
Reo. 2. sixvvaine. 


What year was the New Orleans Expdsition referred to by your 
i can nut wuave just what year that was, but my recollection 
is that it was the year 1884. I may be off two or three years. 
It might have been in 1885. I am not positive about this. 
And further this deponant saith not. 
Signature waived. 
W. E. Morrison, antoher witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes and says: 
State your age, residence and occupation? 
IT am 45. Cumberland Gap, Tenn. Am a physician. 
Are you a son of the date J. H. S. Morrison, deceased? 
Yessir. 
Please state, if you remember,wnen your fatner purchesed the 
west end of the Crockett 500 acre survey from the Court Com- 
missioner, and also that portion which was conveyed to him 


by James H.«-Crockett? 


The first I remember about it , I was a small boy when it was 


first rum: out. -L was with them. 2 might have been ten I might 


have been older. The land was surveyed and he took possession 
Te 





After your father purchased said lands and they were run out 
as you have described above, he took vossesion of them and lived 
on a portion of them until his death did he not? 


My father lived there during his life time. 


¢ 


After the death of your father, who took possession of seid lands 


and what sort of possession was if. 
The heirs.~ my mother, brothers and sister, until my mother died 
she had charge of 13 We cleared and cultivated it some. 
the 
State whether or not these lands have been in co:tinuous, open, 
notorious and exclusive possession of your father; 
his heirs since his deatheand those to whom they have sold parts 
thereof from the time he purchased said lands, and they were 
run off to him down to the present. 
This question is objected to as tending to prove pos- 
session of the iron ore. separate from the surface 
of the land, end also as asking the witness for a 
conelusion of law instead of facts. 
Reet. drvine. 
Ys “Sie: 
State what your possession has been. I mean by that, I want 
you to state whether or not there has ever been a time since 
the time your father purchased these lands down to the present ,that 
there has not been a renter on that land holding and occupying 


Or his 
it under your. father’s heirs. 


All the time. 

Please state whether or not, at any time since your father's 

purchase of that land and it was run out to him, did ever 
George W. Rose, A. A. Arthur, The American Association Limited, 
The American Association Incorporated, or any persons claiming, 

under, through or by them,at any time,everhave any actual pos- 
Session of any pert of that lend,or any iron oreon, in, or under 


it? 


Not that I ever knew of. Iwo or three years ago, I can't 





say the exact time the ore was claimec by the American 
Association, but I heard nothing of that until just two 
or three years ago until this suit first came up. 
But you do know that they never stuck a pick into that land & 
claiming to take possession of it? 
If they did I never heard of it. 
Question objected to as leading. 
fier bs UW ae 
Please state if the American Association Incorporated or any 
person claiming under them, or the American Association Limited 
or any person claiming under them or George W. Kose, or any per- 
son claiming under him have ever dug any iron ore on that tract 
of land since you have known it. 
No sir. 
How clogechave you lived to that land for the last 45 years? 
It is about 1/2 mile to the nearest part of it. Something like 
that. 
I will ask you now to state if the American Association Limited 
and American Association Incorporated have not, through their 


gil) ; 
agents and @mpoyees dug iron ore on ands adjoining this tract? 
/\ 


T mean by that that Iron ore was dug on their lands and shipped 


to Middlesborough? 

It was done, but I do not know that the American Association 
had it done. 

Are you acquainited with the Crockett 500 acre tract of land? 
I am. 

Since your earliest recollection has George Rose, the American 
Association Limited, The American Association Incorporated 

or any person claiming through, under or by them, ever,at any 


Fimebeen in possession of , or mined any ore on any part of 
that land? 


A. Never have, that I know of. 





CROSS EXAMINATION BY, 


ih f Sorernvol a. 


Do you know, Doctor, the 500 acre tract of land separate from 


the other Crockett land or do you just know the Crockett land? 
I just know the Crockket lands generally. Ido not know any 
of the lines. 
You spoke or ore being dug from adjoining lands of the American 
Association and shipped to Middlesborough furnace. Were these 
lands adjoining the Crockett lands that you refer to? 
Yes sir. 
Do you know what part of the American Association's lands 
that ore was dug and shipped from? 
Yes sir. .The American Association bought the land from Dr. 
Divine and the Newley heirs. And then ore was shipped by the 


Eastern Kentucky Land Co. 


Tne land you refer to as being bought by the Association from 
Dr. Divine and the Newley heirs is laying around and near the 

town of Cumberland Gap, is it not? 

vec “Sir. 

is near the railroad is it not? 

It is about 1/2 mile» from here (Cumberien# Gap, Tenn) it was 
hauled to this p oint; and also ore from the Crockett lands 
wes hauled here and shipped by the defendants. 

The American Association, (The plaintiff in this suit) had 

nothing to do with the Eastern Kentucky Land Company's land 

and shipments of ore did it? 
None what ever that I knew of. 
did the mining of the ore for the American Association on 
lands near here that you have just referred to? 
not know. 
not your brother George P. Morrison do the principal 
PAGS) or ~T te 


ft am not positive, bi I think he did do Something, and here in 
alge 





the last year or two I think he did the most of it. 
RE=DIRECT HXAMINATION BY 
Ce de, DUNean. 
Please state how close to this land belonging to the Morrison 
heirs ore was mined and shipped from the lands of the American 
Association Incorporated? 
100 yerds I guess, just a short distance. They were mining 
on one side of the line, and those other fellows on the 
other. 
L Did. vou know Mr. R. EH. Crockett? 
Yes sir, I knew him well. 
2 Did you know where he lived? 
Yes. Sits 
Did the American Association Limited, The American Association 
Incorporated or A. A. Arthur, George W. Rose at any time 
after you became ecquainted with HR. E. Crockett ever have any 
possession of or do any kind of mining for iron ore in, on or 
under the R. E. Crockett land now claimed by W. F. Stidham and 
wife? 
No sir. 
How long did you know Rk. E. Crockett? 
From the time I could remember.until his death. I suppose 
thirty years. 
And further this deponant saith not. 


Signature waived. 


x Adjourned to meet again. to-morrow at the law office of 


Colson, in Middlesborough, Ky. 


Alan yiFae- PEE a 


¥ 
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Met August 3lst, 1905, pursuant to adjournment at the law office 
of W. G. Colson in the City of Middlesborough, Kentucky. 

G. W. Epps, another witness of lawful age, being intré@duced 

for W. G and Cc. M. Colson fete duly sworn deposes and says. 
State your gge residence te occupation? 

T wes borm April 14, 1856. I live in Lee County, Virginia, 

on the Colson land. I get my mail at Humphrey, Va. I am a 
farmer. 


About how long have you been living mhere you now live? 


I moved there last September. 


Do you know the tract of land said to contain 500 acres, known 


as the Robert Beaty survey? 
I only know bherethey saydit is. 
Do you now live on & portion of what you understand to be 
the 500 scre Beaty survey? 
T never knew how many acres there was- I do not know whether 
recieve wen- iu or not. I live on the land that Old Billy 
Woodson claimed. 
Mr. Eops in the survey of the 500 acre patent to Robert Baety 
you will find. this call: with jenes's line N. Ape poles 
to a pine, state if any person ever showed you where that 
pine stood, and if so, who showed it to you and about when. 
No body ever showed it to me, I never knew anything about it. 
I do mmwk know One pine corner. 
About where was that pine corner? 
Tt was in a sand field. 
where is that sand field with reference to the house in which 
Stidham now lives? 
is north of that,right up Station Creek a little. to the lem 


the Creek standing in a field up the fence inside of the field. 
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Who showed you that place to be a pine corner? 
Jim Burkett. He was a chain carrier. At one time when D8 mor= 
timervwas making some kind of a deal about the land they ran 
to a rock pile and said that was were the pine stood. 
Do you remember how the survey was run on that occasion’? 
sir, I do not. Mr. Crockett run it once, but we stopped 
and did not come to the pine corner. 
kbout vhen. was this surveying that you have in your mind done? 
It was about 1876. 
Where were you living at the time this surveying was done when 
this pine corner was showec you. 
I was living on the Billy Woodson farm on Indian 
How far away from the pine’ 
In about one mile or l 1/2 miles. 
Mr. Epps do you know am of any iron ore being dug on this Robert 
Beaty survey of land? 
Vo vsti we do-it. 
Do you know of the American Association Limited, the American 
Association Incorporated, A. A. Arthur, George Rose, or any person 
or persons for them at any time taking any iron ore from off 
this land? 
No sir,I saw where some iron ore hed been dug, but don't know 
who dug it. 
Do you remember of there being a furnece on Indian Creek’ 
Yes sir. 
About when did they quit making iron at that furnace, if they 


ever quit. 


They quit about 61 or 62 some where along’ there. fhere wes 


a fire there once when I stayed all night with Mr. Rose, and 
after I left there Mr. Rose went to Memphis. 
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Has there ever been any iron ore made there since to your 
knownedge? 

Hor=sir 

From the eastern portion of the Beaty 500 acre survey, state. 
whether or not you ever knew of Mr. Woodson ever having taken 
timber from it in his life time’ 

Tam not able to say that, because he was a man when he took 

9 notion to get timber he got it. If I knew where the survey 
ran up into the timber I could tell. de sot Pimbee up back of 
his house to build the house where Squire Lankfort now lives, 
and timber to build some cribs, and also some posts, that I 
remember of. 

Where is theSquire Lankfo rt house that you spoke of, on the Poor 
Valley Ridge or on the Mountain side? 

It wes on the Poor Valley Ridge next to the Mountain side. 

On which side of Station Creek is this house?’ 

On the north side. 

About how long ago has it been since Mr. Woodson had the Lankfort 
house built and got the timber for the cribs and posts you 

speak of. 

IT can not tell how long it has been, it has been, I expect some- 
thing like thirty or thirty-five years. Mfhere had been one 
built there before that and it gave wy and they tore it down and 

built a new one. 

You may state whether or not Mr. Woodson in “his? Littercipine,..2nd 
Mr. and Mrs. Golson since his death has kept some one on that place 
in the Lankfort house up to the present. 

If it has ever been empty a day I never knew it. 

Was there any lend cleared around the Lankfrot house and fenced? 
Yes sir, there was a Yield on the right hand side of the creek 


of about three or four acres that was cleared and fenced. 


You may state whether or not x you ever heard any body disput- 


ing the ownership of this lend, or to any of the iron oge 
Lg 





up there until you heard of the suit instituted by the American Association? 
A. T never did. 
Q. You stated a few minutes ago you had seen a place or two 
where iron ore had been mined on this land, tell as near as you 
can where these points were with reference to the Lankfort 
house? 
It is west of the Lankfort house towards Cumberland Gap. 
{It must be 3/4. of a mile from the house. 
Do you know who claimed the land where this digging was done 
whether it was Gibson or Moxsxison? 
7 .cecnot.. 
How long since you first noticed the places where this digging 


wes done? 


About five or six years, when I noticed it particularly, 


I rem ember to have noticed it something like thenty years 
ago, but not particularly. 
Do you know who had that digging doen? 
de nots 
Do you remember of having built some fence once for Mr. 
Urockett, and him giving you directiens where to buil& it &c.? 
Veo..sir. 
Where was that fence you built for Mr. Crockett. 
It was to begin over at a beech comer between Woodson's and 
Crockett's, that was Mrs. Evan's part over there but I had to 
come along there and enclosed the whole field. 
What directions did he give you about cutting timber? 
He told me not to cut any timber up above the road or Jowould! 
cut on some one elses land. 


32 What Mr. Crockett was that ° 
Riliott Crockett. 


33 Where was Rk. HE. Crockett living at that time, do you remember? 
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He lived in the buildings at the Stidham place. 

Now where was this fence from where Mr. Crockett wes then living? 
A little to the right of George Ball's about 75 yards from 
where he lives now. 

What direction was that now from R. HE. Crockett, now the 
Stidham house’ 

Right up north of Station Creek. 

On which side of Station Creek was it that you built this fence? 
The north side. 

Is there a fence there now about where you built the fence that 
you speak of? 
Yes sir. 
Mr. Epps do you remember about old Billy Woodson several 

years ago building or having built a still house some where 
there? 
Yes sir above there next to the mountann. 

How long ago has that been” 

T could not get the exact time, it wes when I lived on the 
Crockett place that they built the still there. Mr. Woodson 
owned the place and rented it to me. 

If you can not give the exact time, give some idea of the Gime’, 
how long beiore old man Woodson died. 

It was about twenty-five years ago. It might have peen some 
longer. 

How far was this still-house from the Lankfort house you 

spoke about? 

It is one mile. and is on the south side of the mountain. 

From what land ws the timber taken, if you know, to, bunld 
this still house. 


I do not know, we cut the timber about where the still-house 


was built and old man Woodson claimed it. 


When you say o1d man Woodson what Woodson do you refer to? 


Qld Billy Woodson. 


Was Billy Woodson father of D. k. Young's wife as you under- 
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stand it? 


Yes sir. 


CROSS EXAMINATION BY R. fT. Irvine. 
Tn what direction from the Lankfrot house wes the still house? 
tt was west, towards Cumberlend Gap about one mile. 
Was it west of R. HE. Orockett’s land’ 
It was west I guess, I have not got knowledge dnough to know 
just how it was, Hut Mrs. Evans had a pieve and R. E. Crockett 
hed a piece, and the still house was north of Mrs. Evans' part. 
How far was it from the George Ball house, where George Ball 


now lives? 


Thee-fourth of a mile, snd mey be a little further. 


In what direction? 
North of George Ball's 
Then the still house must have been on the lend clained by Mrs. 
Evans, was it not? 
I do not know, Mr. Woodson claimed tt was all I imow. 
Was it a licensed still, or a moonshine still? 
I would call it a moonshine still. They cut it up any how. 
Do you mean the Governement Officers distroyed the still’ 
The Raders we called them come and cut it up. 
They were United States Marshels were they? 
Yes (sir, 
About how long ago was that? 
I could not tell you. I don't remember, I never thought about 
it. 
Was it about twenty or twenty~five years ago? 
It has been about twenty years ago, something along there, 
twenty or twenty-five. 
Who was then living, if any one, on the Mrs. Evans land? 


pee ee oe ak ; 
I don't remember now who did live on the Mrs. Evans plece, 
as 





there was so many that lived there in the cabin house I could 
not tell. John Crockett was living there awhile, John Rorack 
lived there at one time, but I believe it was Liz Jackson that 
lived there at the time the still was cut up. 
Old man Billy Woodson had a way of cutting timber almost any 
where he wanted to up in those mounteins,did he not? 
I don't know, he would often tell us where to go and cut timber 
and no body ever objected. 
You spoke of a beech corner where you ae to builé that fence, 
what beech was that and who was it a corner between? 
Be tween Mrs. Evans and Old Billy Woodson. 

it an old recognized corner? 

SL ee 
How did you run the line of fence from that beech? 
Went right up the ridge and when we got to the top of the ridge 
we turned across to where David Barnes lives, from the beech 
we went in a northward direction to the top of the ridge then 
we kept on north until after we crossed Station Creek, after 


we crossed the Creek we left the line and turned west and went 


one or one half mile, I expect it was a mile. We went west 


until we struck Elliott Crockett's line, then we still followed 
wards 
on west mukkixwm coming to, Cumberland Gap until we struck the 
top of the ridge, we turned south and went about 100 yards and 
then we stopped. 
wt 
you build the Yence in.on Mr. Crockett's land? 
it was the old fence,we were re-setting it and streigntened 
line. 
were doing this work for R. EH. Crockett were you? 
Wiley Redman had rented it from him, and he was doing this work, 
and Crockett was to pay him out of the rent? 
The land that you were fencing then, if I understand you, 


was Mrs. Evans' land and part of the R. E. Crockett land? 


HO 





Yes sir. 

At what point on this fence building did R. E. Crockett tell 
you not to cut any timber above that line that thevdandcobelonged 
tocsome one else’ 

It was right there close to George Ball's. 

Was it east or west of George Ball's. 

It was north of George Ball's. 

Did he say whose land it was? 

No sir he did not. 

Do you know where the | Feild's survey runs there 

on the mountain side? 

Yes sir, I know where it lays. helped cut timber off of it 
for Paton and Swap. 

Was the lend he was talking about below the Feild's survey or 
above it. 

It was above it. 

I mean: was it down on the mountain side on the Field's land or 
on the Crockett land? 

It was right streight up towards Jonesville, that is east from 

where we cut the timber on the Feilds land. 

Mrs. Evans land and Mr. Crockett's land runs up in and above 
the George Ball house until it joins om to the Pield"s Line) 
dad “ts mete 

I do not know. 

Did not Mrs. Evans and Mr. Crockett claim all that land up in 
and to the Feild's line? 


I do not know. Andrew Crockett claimed some up in there. 


wr ty NS Oh he 
The Andrew Crockett's land join this Mrs. Evans land, and lay 


up east from Cumberland mountain, did it not ? 


t do not know, it joined Mr. Morrison's land, I cut down ea line 
tree myself for a coon. 
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You do not know, do you, what surveys cornered on the old pine 
where they told you it was a corner? 
DOVES 2 THO 
What was Mr. Crockett surveying at the time you were along, 
and you said that he stopped short of the pine? 
He was running a line, then, I suppose between Woodson and 
other parties. 
When was that? 
It has been a good while ago. Jim Hamelton knows, he wes a chain 
carrier, Burl Gulley was the other, but he is dead. 
In going to that old pine comer where they showed you from the 
stidham house, did you go from Station Creek towards Cumberlend 
Gap to get to that corner? That is, did you go west from 
Station Creek to get to the corner? 
You would go right up the Creek about onehalf mile and then 
turn down a little north. 


You never helped run out the old Beaty 500 acre survey did you? 


No sir. I was along when they were running it throughs, but 
I knew nothing about the survey.. I was with them a day in thepe. 
Is there any one else liming who helped in that survey except 
Jim Hathelton? 

I do not know of any one else, Mr. Henry Patton might have been 
along, and I suppose he is living. 

You said Burl Guiley is dead, I believe? 

Yessir, 

From that old beech that you refer to the land on the southeast 

the Woodson land wes it? 
Y@s 927. 
And the land on the west was the Evans .and Crockett land? 


Yes sir. 


My. Woodson owned the land on the east going on up that line 


that you run from the beech north to the top of the ridge, 


did he not? 
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He did not claim any on the west inside of the fence you built? 


If he claimed any inside of the fence I never heard of it. 


And further this deponent saith not. 


A worl 


Attendence claimed, One day. . 
Signature waived. 


ITUTIV IL ETT IP TT TPT PER YTV ETP eee Tee ee tt ve ry ty 


John Bush another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes and says: ‘ 
How old ere you Mr. Bush? 
I am about sixty years old I recon. 
Where do you live? 
I live on Mr. V. Carmoran's place above M Gibson's in 
Lee County, Virginia. 
Did you imow Wm. Woodson and George \ se during there 
time? 
Yes sir, I worked for them both. 
Did you ever work for Mr. William Woodson in his life time on the 
land north of the house where David Barne@ now lives on Station 
Creek, and if so, what kind of work did you do? 
I made rails. 
Where did you get the timber to make those rails? 
On the ground. 
What was done with the rails after you had made them? 
He hauled them and put them up, I do not know where he put them? 
In what direction from the David Barnes' house was it, that 
you made these rails? 
North I reckon. 
About how long ago hes it been since you ma ;@ rails? 
I do not know, I never kept any account of it, it was when 
ir. D Mortimer had the timber eut up there. 
Was there any house then standing where the David Barnes house 
at the time you cut these rails? 
{do not think there was‘ 
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Examination by C. T. Dunean for defendants. 


Mr. Bush were you acauainted with Elliott Crockett? 
Yes Sar. 

How long did you Enow him’ 

I knew him eight or ten years I guess. 

How close did you live to him. 


IT lived in about one mile of him, I guess. 


How long did you know him living on the land where Stidham now 


lives? 
I do not know how long, I never paid any attention to it, and 
I could not say how long for I don't know. I would guess 
about two years after the war. 
he living at that place BxxRkXdnRX BEER where lir. Gibson 
lives when you first new him* 
ir. 
long was it until he went to the place where Stidham now 
Lives< 
He lived there about four or five years before he went to the 
Stidham place. 
Ten did he continue to live tere at the Stidham place until 
he becmme paralyzed and went to his daughter's. 
whether 
I do not knowxwinmex he was paralyzed there or not. de lived 
there several years, :nd went from there to his daughter's Mrs. 
Gibson's, 
During the time he lived there, did he claim to own the land 
where he lived? 
Yes sir, I think he did, I de not know. 
During the time he lived there, did Alexander A. Arthur, George 
Rose, The American Association Limited, The American Association 
Incorporated ever take any iron ore from the land he lived on. 


Not .that Lo know of, Sirs 


Did you know Bill Cross? 


Yes sir. 





Which is the oldest, you or Bill Cross’ 
I guess I am, a little. 
About how many years? 


tT do not know. 


Re-direct exemination by E. W. tennington. 


Mr. Bush ware you ever showed a pile ofirocks at any point by 


any of the Crockett heirs as being the place where they claimed 


to have been a pine corner, and if so, state who snowed it to 


you, and about when? 

I do not know anything about it. 
Do you know where the point is that is claimed by Colson to be 
the pine corner? 

No sir. 

Did any person ever show you where they claimed to be a corner 
a little northwest of where George Ball now lives? 


Not that I remember of. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY R.T.IRVINE. 

How old were you when the war came up? 

I was young when it came up, I was not old enough to be conscrip-~ 
ted. 
Do you remember the year in which you were born? 
I do not lmow that I do right now. 

Are you not over sixty now? 

Now sir, guess not. 

You were a good sized boy at any rate when the war came up were 
you not? 

I was a good sized boy, yes. 

You were twelve or fifteen years old were you not? 

I might have been. 

How many rails did you make at the time referred to by you? 

IT guess we made about one thousand, me and Mr. Southern together. 
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What Mr. Southem? 
George Southern. 
You knew nothing of the lines of this tract of land near where 
you made the rails? 
Mo, I never mew anything about them. 
You do not know what land the raile were made on? 
Mr. Woodson's lend I reckon, he said it was his. 
You did not know how he claimed it? 
No / r do not. 
How close was it to the land where D'Mortimer had cut off the 
timber? 
It was the land he cut the timber off, it was the saw stockd 
that wes split up into rails. 
It I understand you then, if was some of the timber that was 
cut down by the D' Mortimer hands and left on the ground end 
ir. Woodson had them split up intc rails? 
tes sar 
13 How far up the mountain side above the Barns house was th 
fwo or Three hundred yards, I guess, may be something like 
one-fourth of a mile. 
Mr. George Southem is still living is he not? 
YEs "Sar; Wwe wes s few days ago. 
And further this deponant saith not. 


Attendents claimed One day. SO ects. 
signature waived. 
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George W. Yall another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes and says. 
State your age, residence and occupation? 


I will be 72 the first day of next December. I live on Station 


Creek about one-half mile north east of the house of ¥. ace 


stidham, and am a farmer. 
How long heve you known the lands and places around 


you now live? 





T have known these places all my life, and heve lived neér 

them about twenty years. 

Do you know a pile of stone or rock laying north or northwest 
from where you live as a comer of some land, if so tell who 
pointed it out to you as being a corner and what kind of a cor- 


ner or timber originally stood at the place? 


IT remember of R. E. Crockett and John Crockett telling me it 


s there. R. E. Grockett's son John said his father hed it 
down and a pile of rock put over the stump. I did not gee 
tree. 


Objected to as hearsay. 
B. Csi LYvine. 


How long ago was it thet R. K. Crockett tola you that tue pins 
stood where this pile of rock omen 

Fifteen or Sixteen years ago. I was living right across there 
at the time. I was living in a little cabin on the land. 

If he stated] what did he say it was a corner to, that is , tO 
what land’? 

His lend, Jones’ survey abd the Beaty survey all cornered on 
that ipine. 

State , if you remember here John Crockett was living at tke 
time he told you about his father cutting down the tree? 

He was living right where I live now, in house that got burned. 
On whose land was he living. 

He was living on his father's land, or the heirs land, the 
field that went to Aunt Jane Evans in the divide. 

Did you ever hear any body else say that the corner stood 

at or about the rock pile, if so, who? 

Yes sir, I have heard several say. so. It was generally talked. 


I could not state who said it now. 


Then the general understanding and talk in the neighborhood 
was that this pine tree stood where these stones were you 


speak of, was it? 


Yes sir. 





The foregoing question and answer objected to as incompe-~ 
tant. R. ©. Irvine. 

Do you know where the David Barnes house stands? 
Yes sir. 
Please tell where it stands and on whose land? 
It stands right northeast of my house up @ creek said to be 
on the Beaty survey, I believe it is that, old man Woodson 
claimed it and I suppcse it was his. 
If you can tell state about how long this house has been there? 
Six or seven years I guess. 

Were you acquainted with the places around the David Barnes 
house before the present Barnes house was built? 
Yes sir. There was a piece of ground cleared up there, and a 
log house stood about twenty or thirty yards south of that, 
that got burnt up. 

How long did you know the house that was burnt up? 


I could not tell now, It was put up before the war. 


At the time you speak of who was claiming the ownership of the 


land? 
Old Billy Woodson had the house put up. 


Around this first house on the Barnes place was there any 
Cleared land, if so about how much, and about how long ago 

was it cleared. 

It was cleared when the first house was put up. There hes been 
no clearing done since the Barnes house wes built. The 
Barnes house was put up in the cleared ground. 

On Which of the surveys do you understand that the house was 

on? 

On the Beaty survey. It was on the Woodson land, he claimed it 
I don't know who it belonged to. 

In all your acquaintance with the land, say east of where you 
understand the pine corner to be, did you ever know of any 

person digging any iron ore from there? 


Not until the last three or four years. 
51. 





Had there been any taken would you have known it? 
Yes sir, if it had been taken before that I would. 


Do you know of Wm. Woodson, D. K. Young, W. G. and C. M. Colson 


exercising any act of ownership, if so what was it? 


No: sir. 

To refreash you memory, was there not a still house built on this 

land? 

Yes sir, it was built north of where I now live. 

About how long has it been since this still house was built 

that you have in your mind? 

Twenty-six or eight years ago. 

Who had that done if you know? 

They said Woodson had it done. I was there while they were 

stilling, but I do not know who had it built. 

Who had charge of the still house spoken of? 

Old man Woodson. gave them leaf to put it there, sorRedman 

the Stiller told me. 

Was Redman on the place at the time he told you this? 

He was on the Crockett place. 

And if I understand you, he told you he was he was there by the 

permission of old man Woodson? 

Yes sir, he told me Woodson gave him permission to put it there. 
What Redman told the witness is objected to as hearsay. 

Revues. LEVER. 
Examination by C. fT. Duncan for the Morrison heirs. 

Are you acquainted with R. E. Crockett? 

Yes sir. 

How long did you know him? 

I could not tell you, sir, I lived in the neighborhood with 

him very nearly all my life until he died. 


Do you remember about what time he moved to the house where 


W..B. Stidheam now lives? 


To sic, J: cen-not' teliy you. 
How long did he live on that place after you went into that 





neighborhood until he went off to his daughter's? 

A. 1 can't tell how long, some twenty odd years. I was there 
twenty-two or threedyears, and he was living there when I came 
down into that neightborhood, and then he was paralyzed and they 
sent him off. I was living on the main Virginia road when 
they sent him off. 

During the time that Elliott Crockett lived there did he 

claim that land as his own? 

Yes sir. 

Are you acquainted with the land that Dr. Morrison owned up 
there that he bought at the Smee ante ie of the Crockett 
land. 

I lived on it for four years after Morrison moved to the Gap. 
I am well acyuaint ec with it. 

From the time of your esrliest recollection, did you ever know 
George W. Rose, A. A. Arthur, The American Association Limited, 
The American Association Incorporated, or any person claiming 
under them to be in possession of any kind,or use mm iron 


ore off the Morrison land, the Martin: Beaty land the Andrew 


Crockett land, the R. EH. Crockett or the Mrs. Evans lands. 


Yes sir. I knew of them hauling iron ore from there. I never 
knew that they hauled any off the Mrs. Evans part, but Andrew 
Crockett and the Morrison land, I knew of them hauling ore 

from there. 1 knew the man that raised the ore, Jeff Cross. 

I have been at his house when he was raising ore. 

When was that done? 

It was before the war. 

What I mean to ask is, did you ever know of any cf the persons 
mentioned above to dig iron ore from there since the war? 

No sir. 

Tf there had been iron ore mined off that land since the war 
could it have been done without your knowledge? 


It could not have been done without my knowledge. 
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Since R. EB. Crockett went to his daughter's after being stricken 
with paralysis, who has been in possession of that land owned 
by him? 

I could not tell you exactly, Mr. Stidham has been in possession 
of it until about three years , and then first one and then 
another has been there, 

By way of refeeashing your memory kas I will ask you if Mr. 
Bird Johnson hes not been puperintendingit for some varties 

from the time R. E. Crockett left to the time Stidham came? 

Yes sir. I heve seem him there a good many times. 

Has there been any time since the war that these lands have not 
been cecupied by some body? 

ever 


There has been some of.it oce pied since the war. 


Has not the Morrison land been occupied until 1870 by some 


one living on it continuously? 


Yes @ixr, LT think there hes: I lived on it. for Tour years, and 
different men lived on it, a Mr. Shoemaker and others. 


CROSS EXAMINATION BY R. 


If I understand you correctly n o body has dug ore there since 
the war up until in the last three or four years, is that for- 
rect. 

Thet is correet. 

You said R. E. Crockett claimed the land he lived on as his ow, 
do you know whether or not he claimed the iron ore on it, or 
just the surface of the land? 

He claimed the iron ore, he told me so himself. 

Did he not tell you that his father had sold that iron ore to 


George Rose? 
Wo, ‘sir, he.did not. 
Did you not know that he had sold it to George Rose before the 
war? 
I had heard it spoken off, but I did not know it to be so. 
Ob 





Was it not a fact that the Crockett heirs genarally admitted 
that George Rose had bought the iron ore? 

I never heard any of them say anythigg about it only what R. E. 
Crockett said about the iron ore on his land being his ore. He 
dug out a right smart little place but never hauled it away. 

Do you know who it ves that did that digging* 

Bill Cross was one. I can not remember the other men that 
did the work. 

shen was it tuat Bill Cross anu eeege ae buat diz.ingy? 
Abouv sixtescn yours -go, 1 wasthere just below wherethey< dug 

on the Crockett land at that time. 

Do you know who Cross was working for’ 

He was working for Paton & Swap. 
What was Paton & Swap doing with that ore? 

They had a furnace at Cumberland Gap, KHAKKERE XH KR A XR OO 


seiocthescmresck aoc ocotermaxomxeck Rumen x GE 


Did they haul some of that ore to their furnace at Cumberland 


I ecoudd not tell you I never saw them hauling it. 
Who did Paton & Swap buy their ore from? 
I could not tell you that. 
You never heard of them buying any from Mr. R. E. Crockett 


you? 


Did they.not.pnuy ore. Tron George Rose? 

I could not tell you that, they bought it from 

could not tell who. 

Paton and Swap operated that furnace thirty or more years 
did they not. 

It has been that long I guess. 
And Will Cross was raising ore for them? 

He tested a piece of ore for them about one-fourth of a mile 
from where I was living. 


36 





He. Crockett sat that he allowed them to test the 
U 


so in there on the surfact. 


gave them permission to see how thick the ore was. 


ne said to you? 


You had no particular conversation with him about the ore except 
what you have just stated? 
No sir, none at all. 
Wiley Redman still living? 
If he has not died recently. 
Whose land do you live on now? 
Mr. W.»G. Colson's land. 
Was that the land he bought of Mrs. Evans. 
Yes sir, a portion of the Evans land. 
Was that in the Beaty survey you have been talking about.? 
A perteo? abe was 
All the lend that Mrs. Evans sold ths Ws Colson was inside of 
the 500 acre survey, was it not? 
No sir. 
What other la id Mrs. Evans own up there? 
She owned a portion of the Crockett survey, it was a part of 
the R. E. Crockett land, and that was divided up among the 
hears and Mr. Colson bought her interest. 
You mean that it was a part of the Robert Crockett land? 
YOR Gaia 
R. EH. Crockett claimed a’ gart of it as owned by Rober Cineheldee ts 
He claimed it all except what Dr. Morrison bought, and had 
control of it until tibewasvdivided up. 
Mr. Woodson never claimed any of that Crockett land ddd he? 
No sir, he never c&aaimed it. 
He claimed east of the Crockett land did ne not. 


Yes sir, he claimed east of there. 


us 
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Is John Crockett living? 

Yes sir, uniess he hes-died lately. 

The David Barnes house that you spoke of, it was east of 
Crockét?s-was it not? 

Y@Gr 3 as east of there. 

What land was it on? 

I guess it wes on the Baety survey, at least it was claimed 

To be. 

Do you know where the lineSof the Beaty survey ran through 
there? 

No sir, I do not; I never saw them run. 

You never saw any of the lines run? 

i never saw any of the lines run except the Jones line from 
the pine comer north west to the top of the mountainin I 
Carried the e¢heain iouek there. 

Who was running that? 

I forget his neme now. I beli¢ve his name 

Harlan or Bell, County. 
shy was he doing that surveying? 

I coudd not tell you. He got me tc carry the chain. 
Who else was working with wim except you? 
A young man, I don't remember his name. 
When was it? 
Last fall, this fall one year ago. 
O° What timber did you run to at the tap of the mountain? 
We did not have any set timber, we did not get through running, 
we guit and never ran any more. Nignt came on and we quit. 
You started from the pile ofrroeks where the pine corner was 
was Said to have beenn, did you? 
HES Sar. 
What direction was the still house from the Barnes house? 
Kinder Northwest. 


And in what direction from where you now live? 


1 
Orth east‘ af 





Do you know whether it was inside the Beaty survey or 
Yes sir it was inside of the Beaty survey. 
It was put in a low plece or hollow was it. 
It was near a spring that broke out. 
How far was it from your house? 
About one-fourth of a mile. 
How far was it from the Barnes house’ 
About the same distance one-fourth of a mile. 
Where @id the spring branch run into Station Creek at? 
About 50 or 75 yards east of my house. 
How long did the still house stand there? 
I do not know; ~ could not tell you. 
it more than @ year? 
sir, it was more than two or three years I guess. 
it as much as five years do you think? 
I can not say as to that. 
Who was living on the Barnes land at that time? 
John Crockett. John Rorack was living there when the 
house was put up. 
That was on the Evans land? 
ves sir. 
Do you know where the north line of the Woodson land was with 


reference to the Barnes house. 


I do not know, I never saw it run out north of that house. 


Was there any land fenced up? 
About forty yards, 
not 
Was that fence on or above Mr. Woodson's line? 
T eould not tell, I do not Imow where Mr. Woodson's line run, 
Did Mr. Woodson ever clear any land up above that land 
that was feneed up ovelow the Barnes house? 
He cleared the -land there where the still house was, that was 
above where the Barnes house was, a little small pieve. 
Do you know how he cleared that land? 
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T—éo—+704. 
IT do not. 
58 You know he cleared it from what Redman told you? 
Yes, sox. 
That is the only way you know he cleared that? 
Yes sirn just from his word. 
That was an illicit still was it not? 
It was a copper still, I do not know whether they vaid license 
or not, it was afterwards broken up by the Government. 
Re-sirect examination by E. W. Pennington. 


Did you ever know of any other still house being built 


on this land, or on Mr. Woodson's land exce/rt the one ef gk 


which Wiley Redman worked and told you about? 

Yes, I kmew of another one right straight up from my house 
on what is called the Fields survey. 

Do you remember Creed Kincaid. having a still house up in 
there? 
NO Sire de not. 

You say about a year ago, you ran a line from the pine corner 
to the top of the in, how @id you happen to run from that 
COmnert 
i ceul¢.. nou Geld ' yeu. 

Did not Mr. Rigner come to you and ask you to show him that 
pine comer, and was not that the pee you did it?f 
Yes, 1 


5 


In rvunning this line up the mountain did you pass any mark ed 
timber? 
None that I noticed. 

Re-Examination by ~<-Cl. T. Duncan 
You spoke of the Crosses or one of them raising ore for’ whe 
purpose of testing it about sixteen years ago, was not that 


about the time that the &. &, R. R. was being built through 
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there, and under the direction of Clide Johnson? 
Ae Crockett was the only man that said anything to me about 1%. 
He said he gave them permission to do So. 
Was not that about the time th ik. @ Dak. R. was being built? 
It was just before the L. & NS Rh. R. was being built. 
How long before, state as near «s you can’ 
T would guecs about two years. 
Paton and Swap had ceased foing pusiness there about the year 
1875; dad they not? 
I eould not tell you when, + was not living in that neighborhood 


when they were running that furnace. 


And further this deponant saith not. 


Signature waived. 


4, 


Wihness claims attendance. 


One day. 50 cts. 
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S. L. Lankfort. another witness of lawful age, being 


Sworn deposes and says: 


Q.1 State your age, residence and becupation?® 
A. 43/ Sra day of last March, and I live on Mr. Colson's land 
in Lee County, Virginia. I am a fermer. 
About how long have you lived in the community where you now 
Live? 
I have lived there about thirty years/ in about one mile of 
where I now live. 
How long have you lived at the place you live now? 
I have lived ther twice, the last time about seven years. 
How long did you live there the first time? 
About three or four years. I disremember now. 


How many years intervened between the first and last times 


you lived there? 
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I covld not twezls exactly, I would guess about fwer or five e 
years. 

Where is the house situated where you live at present? 

It is to the left of Mr. Colson's land right at the foot 

of the mountain. I live on the north side of Station 

Creek I guess something life one mile from the Stidham house. 
Do you know of a house being built where you now live that 
has heretofore been hurnt dow? 

I do not know of it myself. 

About how long has the house that you cnow live in been there 
did you say? 

I guess twenty-eight years. 

who 

If you know tell had this thts house built? 

Old Billy Wolsiadae 

If you know state whether or not he cleimed this landxixaxr 
up to the time of his death? 

Yes sir, he claimed it all the time. 

If you know who has cleimed the land where this house is 


situated since his death? 


The American Association claimed it since his death. 


Has any body else claimed it since he died except the American 
Association? 
Mr. Colson. 
Were you living in this house at the time of Mr. Woodson's death? 
Yes sin, I was living in this house. 
And from whom did you rent, or make your contracts to live 
in this house? 
Mr. W. G. Colson. 
Then you have occupied this nouse since the death of Mr. 
Woodson.as a tenent of Mr. Colson's’ 
Yes sir. 
Who lived in this house while you were away, if you know, and 
from whom did he rent? 
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William Denny. I could not tell who he rented from I never 


heard Denny say. 


How far is this house from where George Ball lives? 


It may be a little over onehalf mile, that is as near as I 
can guess at it. 
Is there any cleared land around this house fenced, and if 
so how much, and about how long has it been cleared and fenced? 
Tt has been cleared and fenced ever since I have been there. 
There is about three acres around the house. 
From what land do you get your fire wood’ 
I get it north of the house next to the mountain. 
Who claims? the land from vhich you have been getting 
wood end who has been living on it? 
Mr. Colson claims the lend. 
Mr. Woodson claim it while he was alive?’ 
sir. 
there any other houses up above you on this creek, il 
lives in them? 
There are two houses above me near the same Creek, John Webb 
lives in one and Jim Easton in the other. 
Do you know where what they call the Barnes house is?” 
Lest So Tie 
In what direction is that from your house, and about how far? 
It is west, and I guess in about one-fourth of a mile. 
How long, if you know, has that house been standing there? 
It has been standing there as tong as the house in which lI 
Is there any cleared land around the David Barnes house* 
Yeo. sir va ugtie ec Veared ‘arptund there, 
From what lands do the oceupsents of the David barnes house 
get their fire wood’ 
He gets his fire wood on the north side of the house. 
On which side of Station Creek is the David Barnes house® 


On the north Side. 
ae. 





Do you know from whom David Barnes rents? 

He told me that he rented from Mr. W. G. Colson. 

Abdut how long has ’Mr. Barnes been living in this house do 

you know? 

I could not tell you, he moved there a long last Winter. 

Who, lived therein this house, before Mr. Sarnes moved in to it? 

Jim Campbell. 

BOW, Lome rity ouvenower, ad he tiver an it? 

I guess it was five or six years. 

If you know state from whom he rented? 

He’ told ‘me he»rented from. Mr. “Colson. 

If you know tell who uccupied “his house before Mr. Campbell 

Lk VG 0 ete 

It was another Campbell. 

Did you know Wm. Woodson in his life time? 

LeseS ir. | 
QO. BO state whether or not, if you know,, who ka& builvor had 
built a still house on any part of this land, and if so state when and 


where it was? 


Ane. 
I could not tell only what Mr. Woodson told. He told me 


he had s still house built there, they rented from him and paid 
ham "so-muehorent for: it. 
Tohis answer objected to as hearsay. 
Ro fe Drvanes, 

Did he tell you to whom he had rented. 

To the best of my knownedge it was John Rorack. 

About how long ago has that been since the still house wes built? 
It has been about twenty-eight or n ine years ago. 

You may state , if you know, if any person ever pointed out 

to you what they called the pine fdorner, end if so, state 
where they pointed it out to be, and ‘who it was? 

John Crockett told me that the pine corner was in the sand 
field standing out there in a little hollow. 
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He showed me where it was and it was covered up with some rocks. 
and said this was the pine corner. 
Objected to as hearsay. R. 2. Irvine. 

About how long ago was it Mr. Crockett pointed this corner out 
To you? 

I expect it has been twenty-five years ago. 

If you know, you may tell where John Crockett was living at the 
time he pointed this comer out to you. 

He wes living on the Evans land close to where George Ball 


lives now. 


~~ 


ot 


If you know, is this Evans land the same land that Mr. 
Colson now claims? 


Yes sir it.-is the same land. 


You may tell the circumstances, if you remember why he pointea oe 
? 


this places as the pine Gorner? 
They got to disputing something about a line running 
between him and his father, he was then living on the Liz Evans 
land, and they had a dispute about the line at the time he told 
me this was the pine corner. Keaksinmedxtoxkavestaxtvans xsark 
afxinndxrante& 
He claimed to have the Evans varted@ of land tented did he? 
MOS Das 
Have you ever cut any timber north of the Barnes ‘house, and 
when you lived there, if so, state by whose authority you cut 
it and where it was done? 
Yes sir, I did/, and Mr. Colson gave me authority to do it. 
and old man Billy Woodson gave me the privilege to cut timber 
off this lend. 
Did. you. ever .euty any more back in that section tha& you knowof? © 


Novis lz, 


Pac you remember of ever cutting any poplar timber for the saw 
mill on this land, and if so where was it cut, and by whose 


4g, 





whose direction was it cut byk you? 


Yes sir I cut one tree that I remember of now. O14 Billy 
Woodson gave me direction to cut it, and it was near where Mr. 
Ball now lives. 


You may state whether or not you ever sew any lines run from 


the beech and dogwood or to where the vine comer wes sowne. you 
b 
who did the running and aout how long 
L saw the line run upnthere twice. Mr. 
run.it. once, I think it was him, but I could not tell when it 
vas exactly. I believe about 1901, I saw some one else run 
it before Carmical, but don't remember who it was. 
On which side of this line’that “armical run was 
Barnes house and you r house? 
house was on the north side 
ouse was on the south side. 
you know Mr. Epps? 
sin. 
may btate whether or not he ever pointed out to you where 
he built a fence once for Mr. Crockett. 
I do not remember that he ever stated where he built the fence. 
Do you know where the beech and dogwood was said to stand the 
corner of the Jemes and Crockett survey? 
I remameber where they showed me the beech end dogwood was seid 
to have been a commer. 


said 
Ww CH A 


On which side of Station Creek was this doogwood and beech 


4. —— 


LO svand. 
On the south side. 
At the time Mr. Carmical did this surveying did he not start 
north of this place on the north side of this crrek instead of 
the south side. 

L behiéve he did: was” we 18 J mn remember ,. 


A, 
Had he stated on the peech and dogwood on the south side of 
4 





Station Creek he would have reached both of these houses on 
the north side of the Creek running towards the pine, would he 
not? 

Yes sir, I believe he would: 


Do you remember of ever hearing any person setting up 


ay 


to this land where you live and where the Devid Barnes 
and the George Ball house is other than Woodson, until 
last! four or five, years? 
Never did until after old man ‘oods s death. 
Did you ever hear of any person setting up any claim to the 
iron ore on this lend until the last four or five years. 
Mr. Colson’ 
did. 


EXAMINATION BY C. T. DUNCAN FOR MOR ISON HEIRS. 


ru 


Were you acquainted with R. E. Crockett commonly call ear OLA 


Crockett? 
Yes sires 
How long did you know him*® 
I guess L knew him tuarty Veurs. 
ehexrée Fos he saxst Lliuvang Vnen you becane acquaanvee wath him? 
There were Mr. Stidham now lives. 
Did he continue to live there all the time until after he 
was stricken with paralysis and went to his daughter's where 
he died? 
Yes sir, he continued to live there until then. 
State whether he claimed the land wnon which he lived 
owns 
Yes sir, he claimed the land. 
During that time, Mr. lankfor¥v, did George Rose, A. A. Arthur 
The American Asso@iation Limited the American Associ 


Incorporated ever mine’ or dig any iron ore from ‘the 
by Mr. Crockett? 


4k 





jo sir, never that I knew of. 

How far did you live from the Crockett land at that time? 
Rignt close to it in about dne mile or one and onehal? 
miles for about thirty ‘years. 
Vere you acyuainted with the lands owned by Br. Morrison, 
Where Billy Gibson now lives and on west of that? 

Yes sir. I have been on that lend. 


— 


That land was situated west of you, was it not, and how far from 
west of me, and about and onehslf mi 

How long have you know that land? 

tf have known it about thirty=-—five or 

been on it for about thirty years? 

During the time you have known it, has George Rose, 

American Association Limited, The American Assod¢iation 
incorporated ever dug or taken any iron ore from that land? 
None that I know of. 


Coudld’.any body have been in there mining and digging ore from that 


i / f 
sti he ; . 1 4 =~ NTE le pa SAT ere 4 i 
jand owned by Elliott Crockett, Joop Bales or the Morrison ten 


without you Imo wing 2 iy 
I do not believe they could. I never 
ore there until in the last two or three 


MT 
3 | 
4 LL 


No one else dug any ore fro: 

up to the last two or three 

None brat 1 member of. 

You -do “wet (know hat My ] } ockett claimed about the iron 


ore do you. 


i fie aerate say that the ore belonged to him. 


How did he come to say that? 
T ann +- va 7 Tre. 4 : 
+ could not tell you, g@ine’ one was talking about the iron ore, 
and he said all this iron belongs to me here on this land. 


after he Wes paralized? 


ap 





It was before he was paralyzed. 


© 


Do you remember where this conversation came up‘ 
It was there some where on the place, we were there working 
about his home, cutting wood or something. 

Did you not enderstand that the ore velonged to Rose or 


heirs through there? 


“ 


Question objected as asking for 


— 


not for facts. f. Pennington. 


WK 


L- did" net understand anything about it until’ the American 
Po] oO 


Association stopped their digging about the time thi 


always understood before that ,thetit belonged to 


the men who onwned the land. 

Do you femember who waspresent there at the time Mr. 
Crockett was talking to’ you about this? 

I do not remember who it was now, it might 

Crockett. I disremember who it was now some 

cutting wood. 

How close to the house was the beech and dogwood located, 
as you understand it? 


6. ak 


1 4.1, te 
Let L »Y 


it have been 150 or 200 yards, something like that. 
What sort of ground was around there where that corner was 
pointed out to you? 

It was Che south side of the Creek where the ore come off 
some one pointed if out to me as the dogwood and beech 
be a corner, I don't know who pointed them out now. 

trees marked when you 
not 

I do not remeber, I doy,remember that 
to them to see if they were markec. 
Are those tre@s standing there Now? 
No Sir. 

Do you know cut them down. 
WO ASH 6 


You carried ti] chain: for Mr. Carmi if I understand you, 





when the line was run from the rock pile where the pine commer was supposed 
to stand in the eastern direction to the point where the beech and dogwood 
stood? 
A. Noteed ay “Tedd mot easy the chain, but I saw the line run. 
Where did Carmical run to ex the beech and dogwood corner 
on the land there? 
He stopped about twenty steps, I guess, on the. north of the 
branch. 
Did you th@n point out to him where you had been showed 
beech and dogwood? 
He. Sirs 
Did any one point out to*him that. spot’ 
Not that I know of. 
Why did you not wphow him the correct corner? 


he 


That was none of my business. 
vas he running that liné for? 
T could nottell you, The 4tmerican Association I think 


what they said he wes ruming for. 


How far north off your house did he run on 
t 


a 


I never measured if I could not.tell. I 


steps. 


i 


How far south of the Barnes house did they run that line? 


It run, I expect twenty steps. I could not state. exactly. 
Did you see Mr. Carmical run his line through there for the 
map he made for this suit? 


WGP ce 


burnt house with reference to the present 


I do not remember that house. 
Did you ever see where the old house sat? 


a little Bbhove my house about 25 or 30 steps there was 


place thet look like there had been a house there. 


J& 
When did Wm. Woodson die. 


4g 
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I could not tell you, I understand it was in 1884. 


If I understand you, Mr. Woodson claimed this land in and a- 


round your house and the Barnes house up to the time of his 

death, is that’ fdorrect, ?: 
Yes" sir. 
And after his death you understood that 

up claim to the land’ around there,is that correct? 
sir, I hever heard them set up any claim until after his 

death. 
How long =r hie dea mas it until you heard them gs 
up claim 

IT coudd not. tell you exactly, 

Tell as near as y an‘how-long after his death? 
A rignt sma: i his death, but. I could. not tell the time 
exactly. 

as much as three years? 

It might have been that and it might have been more, I did 

not know that the American Asscciation had any land over there 
until after his death, Mr. Woodeon used it as his own until his 

death. He eut tamber off or - av, 

The American Association bought that land around there from 
the Crockett heirs, did they not? 

L could not tell you whether they did or not. 

TheAmerican Association claimed that land around your house 
in fee-simple, land, timber end all, did they not? 
I*coula not tell you, only what. tthe people said, they 
Glaimed it. 

So much of this sw is objected 
what the people s .S§S inco:petant ond irrelevant. 


Ke. W. Pennington. 
Do you, know where any of the lines of the Crockett 1000 acre 


tract ere* 


$0 





hoe 
No sir, I do not know much about the lines only where I told Vv 


I saw the lines run. I have seen some marked lines, but cdo not 
know what they were except that one I saw run. 


Did you understand that to be one of the lines 


tT reckon it was, I never asked them what line it was, 
just the line theyl ran near the pine. 
disputed Mr. Woodson's title to the land south 
line did they? 
Never heard any body dispute it until after his death 
either. side. 
And after his death no one disputed it on the south 
you ever heard of, did they? 
IT never heard of any one disputing that. 
Then if I understand you, your house and the Barnes house were 
built recat close to that line, and after the death of Mr. 
Woodson, a dispute a rose between Mr. Colson and those 
claiming under Mr. Woodson on the one side, and the American 
Association Tacannebe tee on the other as to where the correct 


=) 


4. 
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line was, is 
I never heard of them claiming anything until after 

died, I never knew thay had any lend there. 

How much of the three acres which is cleared around your house 
lays on the south side of the line that Mr. Carmi run which 
you have described above? 

I guess there is about @dne-third of it on the south side of the 
line. may be not so much and may be a little more. 

Theat was all the cleared land theré, was near your house on the 

north side of the line, was it not? 

LOS SUT 
How much cleared land is there, around the Barnes house? 


There is,.gust a small piece, 314 or, an scre”’ ot (land péerns 


5¢ 


I could not tell exactly. 





How much of that land lay on the south side of the line run by 

Carmical? 

A very little piece, just a few steps. 

There wes no other cleared land any where along there north of 
that except the two pieces you have referred to, one around your 
house and the other around the Barnes house, is that correct? 

Nojthat I know of. 

How much wood did you cut up. north of your house’ 
I could not tell you, I heve been cutting some along and 
could not tell you the amount. I would have to guess at it. 

You cut for fire wood purposes as I 
Yes, si in) Ger, boards and palings, and JI do not know what 
all. 

You never hauled any timber out of there in Mr. Woodeen's life 

time to market did you? 

None only that poplar tree I was telling you about. 

EXAMINATION BY E.W.PHEENINGTON. 

You state thet you never heard of the Amcrican Association ee 
claiming any interest in the lands north of the line which you 
and Carmical run until after Woodson died, state i not ‘a fact 
that you never heard of any cleim being set up by the American 

Association until about the time they began lesal proceedings 

with Mr. Colson at Jonesville?’ 


about that time, or a little before, I could not 


You may state vhether or not you ever heard how mxek far north 


Th 


of the line which you saw Mr. Oszrmical run did Mr. Woo 


claim he owned the land. 


He told me that his land run mmr up on the slope of the mountain 


a good piece from that line. 


If you know, to what-line di uy he claimed to? 
I believe that he told me that he run to the Field's line. 


DAP eIDAGlt WrAMTITAM : 7 rong oe am 
hie ORO 7 sR a ae ; cia Le ites VIN : “a 
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Was it the Field's line or the Crockett line he told yeu he 
yun up to? 
The Field's line. 
How did he come to tell you this? 
I could not tell you, I believe we were cutting logs and wanted 
+o know where the line wes up there and he said he went to the 
014 Field's line. We were cutting logs for the house where Jf 
live now. 
Who was with you when you were cutting these logs’ 
I disremenber now. Woodson had several hends, and I do not 
remember who all were cutting. 
¥ou can remember some of them, can you not? 
1 think o1d men Colbert was there he is dead now, the house 
was first ‘built for )hims 


Who #@l1se? 


I disremenber now, who was with us, two or three of us 


and I disremember vho else it Was. 
he tell you who he got that from? 
No sir, he did'n tell me anthing apout 
Whet kind of a house did you build out 
rough 
It was @. EERE log house, one room. 


That is the house that you now live in 


kind of a house is the Barnes house. 
is a block house now, the old one that use 
se ,log house. 
many rooms in the old log house? 
one. 5 
Vere the logs hewed any or rought logs?’ 
It was rough logs. 
How many rooms in the present log house. 


“wo rooms. 


About. what size,.rooms 


2 
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THLS iNDENTURE made and entered into this the 9tn day of Mayy, one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy between R. E. Crockett and Harriet S. Crock- 
ett his wife of the first part and Harrison V. Crockett of the second vart, all 
of the County of Lee and State of Virginia; 

Witnesseth, that for and in consideration of the sum of Two hun- 
area and sixty dollars in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowlédgea, 
the said Harrison B. Crockett and Catharine A. Crockett nic wife hath this 
Jay sold and by these presents, doth sell and convey in fee simple to the said 
BR. 5. Creckett their entértinterest being one-sixth part of a certain undivided 
tract or parcel of lend lying and being in the County of lee and State ef 
Virzinia, ‘“nown as the Robert Crockett lands and bounded on the *ast by 

&. H. B. Morison on the south oy win. “Woodson lands on the east by said Woedsons 
and Rese and on the North by said Morrisons and the Flel@s survey . 
To have and to hold the sald undivided tract or parcel of land to the 


said R. BE. Crockett and Harriet S. Crockett his wife their heirs and assigns 


to the sole benefit and use of the seid R. EB. Croc ett, and wife and their 


: t- 
hneirs forever and the said larrison, Crockett and Cabharine ,Crocke.t his wife for 


them selves and their heirs doth covenant with the said R. Rm Crockett and 
Harriet S. Crockett and their heirs that they will forever wurraat and defend 
the said interests in the tract of Land above ientioned against themselvés and 
their heirs and against the claim of all persons whatsoeger, 

In testimony whereof the said Harrison I. Crockett and Catharine A. 
snockett have hereunto set their names and affixed their seals; the day and date 
above written. 

Signed and sealed and delivered Hi B.. Croekett (Seal ) pa etooc™ 


Faia i 
Lg ; 


in thevresence of Catharine A. Crockett (Seal) 


State of Virginia, County of Lee to-wit: 

Ts. us ©. > fROMAS, a meted of the Peace for the Conmty aforesald, do cer 
tify that H. B. Crockett whose name is signed to the writing a bove bearing 
daté on the 9th day of May 187°, has acknowledged the Same before me in my Count 
aforesaid. Given under my hand this the 17th day of May 1870. 


J. &.Phereas i abe 


4 





State of Virginia, Lee County to-wit; 


we JS Os Thowias “agdc. ©. Canpbeid Justices of the Peace in said 


County, do certify that Catharine A. the wife of H. B. Crockett whose names are 


signed to the writing above bearing date on the9th day of May 1870 personally 
appeared before me in the County aforesaid and beta examined by us pprivily and 
apart from her husband and having the writing aforesaid fully explained to he 
she the said Catharine A. Crockett acknowledged the said writing te be her 
act and declared she cid not wish to retract it. That she had willingly 
executed the same. Given under our hands this the 17th day of December 1870. 

J. C. Thomas eit tal 

B,. 6... Campbel pad... PF. 
Virginia, Lee County Court Clerks office, March 8th 1888. 

The foregoing deed bearing date May 9th 1870 between I. EB. Crockett and 
wife of the first part and H. B. Crockett of the second part all of Lee Co Va; 
was this dey filed in this office and admitted to record upon the foregoing 
certificates. 


Tegte; Je Re Gibsen, Cherk. 


A Copy, neste; MieLet Pen acg ate ————cr ark. 


(D. B. 2% page 145 &c) 
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LEH CLRCULT COURT, 
Americzn Association Incorporated. 
Vs. 
Wiiliam G. Gibson. 


For the purpose of shortening the record on Appeal, 4o 


Supreme Court of Appeais, in this cause, the following agreement of 


counsel is made to-wit: 
Tet. In Diewof) as comy lok “eher dead: grow rel He) ears Se eae 


r, to the American Association Incorporated, datea May 14th, 


1895, Filed as exhibit "7" with the plaintwirt’s original biil and in 
branscrivpt efi the secord -ofvthe | suey bagely pemdung, in 
Court of the United States for the Wester District of 
Abingdon, umder. the style of the Central Trust Company of 
New York Ve. The American AssociatYon Limited, which is filed as evi- 
dence in the agreea state of ft oS copied in this S PUL ay 
by counsel, for defendants Bey he Pett, woltle, and, huvercst of 
kind tn and to the iron ore and other riehts in controversy. nNerein 
which we: formerly vested in the American Association Limitea, 18 
low. and was at: the. time et tae instirition or, this suLu,, vestsoa an 
the plaintiff herein, the American Association Incorporated by virtue 
of said deed and proceedings. 
And. Ss agreed that in lieu of a copy of the deed of Thomas 
DY Arno ila rand “Lohette,, Arnold. ites Wiles AO, Geog Wie Rose, WiC wee 
filed as exhibit "4" with the plaintift’s Onwednasts Dib) hererkn uid. 
record in the (suwt of Borettia Armole Vs: iALexander A. ArGaur; 
eb al, whitch was rererred’ to as.evidence in 
Filed in ‘said agreement of Facts; thax 
mresthuot Lobeihe Arnodd, ‘ast one of Bhe seven noins of 
passed from her by virtue. of said deed and proceedings 
Said cause to Geo. W. Rose, and afterwards bh me vested in, ‘ano 
1S now ana was 
he American Association Incorporated. And 1t 1s further agreed tha’ 
he plaintiff shall have copied the deposition of Rk. HE. Gmockett, ya- 
ken in said cause of Loretta Armoid Vs. Alexander A. Arthur, Trustee, 


om) 


of tnas record on appeal for whatever lawful purpose 





12 same may be us 


a a 
horetbbha Armodd 


position ov EH. Cricke tt 
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nad never “Sola 
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American Assocteation bimit 


Sed. That only the b 
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American Association Incorporated, claiming under 


IVLAeENC.e, 


against Alexander A. Arthur, 


1von ore on said 


or conveyed 1t, 


EHElizgeareth Evans 


The object of 


Stat; 


if ‘Sh ame’ 


Tus TE, ~e Wal en 


was Laken, was to partition and lay off 


Lact Ofq Land. She aliering/ wnat 


and taas enmatention of tne savd Boe 


ATNOLG Was Gene cy Day Aitemander. Al Naso agiis. 


2d,, and the Court sustained said denial. 


vil and answers snall be,copied for the 
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Ayerican Association, Incerporated 


William Gibsen and others, 


—*- 


) 
) 
VB6 | ) In Chancery. 
) 
) 
) 


Brief’ of Counsel for vw. Ga, & Ov Tt. 


This suit was inatituted py. the American Association, Incor- 
porated against the following named defentanta, Wiliiom Gibson, Wil- 
liam Coabyr, Chadwell Pridemore, Vincémth Carmany, Kate Carnany , WeBe 
Stidham, Martin Thompson, Martha J. Gibson, Willian Morrison, J.H.S. 

son, George P, Morriaon, Minvie Riehnond, We G. Golaon, and (.M. 
Colson, and Thomas S. Gibson. We the undersigned represent WW. G. fol- 
zon, GC. M. Colson, ant W. B. Stidnam. The Brief having already been 
filed by Duncan *% Gridiin of Counsel for ¥. Be Stidham, we will devote 
our attention to the i : n this brief of F. G. Colson and acy, 
COlsOM. 

The said bill of the complainant alleces in the out—set 
that it is the onwer of the iron ore vehn in dispute in this case, 
further allezea that Wilitan Gibson, William dosby, Georre P 
J. He S. Morrison, Dr. Willian Merrison, Minnie Richmond, W, 
nam, Chadre Pridemere, and Martin thompson had fone upen the iron 
ere vein in question and taken possession thereof and was mining and 
removing therefrom the iron ore contained in the said vein of OT » 

said bill alleges, " that v. a. ‘olaon, C. M. Colson, and 
Thomas S. Gibson are allege hime Kind of convevance to them for cer 
tain vortionsa o? the said Martin Beaty tract of iand and the iron ore 
thereon from certain of the heirs of the said Robt. Crockett and are 
threatening vour orator with suite about the sane and interfering with 
your orator in the nanagement and use of the said iron ore," 


The said bill further alleges as follows: " The Object timnrefore 





ef this pill is to quiet the title and nosses n of your orator +o 
gaid iron ore and said mining vightsa and privilegea acquired by i+ as 
eforesaid and to inhibit all of the said parties from mining and we 
moving and disposing of sald iron ore from said act of iand. The 
prarver thersfere of yvour orator is that tne said naming each of said 
defendants) be made parties defendant to this bili and be raquired to 
anawer the sane, put not under oath, answer under oath heing herein 
expressly waived. That the said titie and possession of rour orator 
to the said iron ore, mining rirchts and privileges of the said Martin 
Beaty fEwre mindred ace prant of iand he gileted; that an iniunctiion 
be granted your erator enjoining the aaid Willian Gidson and Witiian 
Cosby, Chadwell Pridemore, Vincent Carmany, Kave Carmanyvy, W.B.e Stid- 
nam, Martin Thompson, Martha J, Cibson, Willian Morrison, J. MH. 8. 
Morrigon, George P. Morrison, and Minnie Richmond, and their agents 
and employera from mining, removing, and disposing of said iron ore 
from the aaid Martin Beaty tract of land, that the said Georg P, Mor- 
rig@n be enjoined from paying over to the said parties,any of the royv- 
aities for said iron ore that may be in his hands until the future 
order of this court; that an erder of publication be made posted and 
publisned against the non-resident iefendants, namely, Wilitam Mor- 
Prison, &. H, S$, Morrison, deorg- P, Morrison, 2nd Minnie Richmond... 
and your onator vravs for all other rurtner and general relief 28,18 
entited to°oquity and ia suitable to its case. And vour orator will 
ever nrar &co, * 


Upen this bill an injunction vordar was entered on the 26th day 


of Auguet, 1901, by your honor in the Following order, # An injiume- 
tion is granted in accordance With the praver of this bili reatraining 
the defendants, Wilitiam Gibson, Willian Cosby, Chadwell Pridemore, Vin- 
cent Carmany, ”. R, Stidham, Martin Thompson, Martha J. Gibson, Wili- 
dam Morrison, Js.S, Morrison, Georre P, Morviaon, and Minhie Richmond, 
and theivr arenta and employees Crom mining, removing and disrosing 

the iron ore from the Martin Beaty tract of land, and Georre P, Mor— 
rison is enjoinad fron paving to any of the said defendants anv of 

the royvyaities for said ore that may b® in his hand until further order 
of this court,” 


This suit therefore has for i438 purpose but one sinvie ob- 
ject, and that is to miiet the $Ltle claimed py the American Assocla-— 
tion. This ts the Only Yepmanent relie? i for. The inwmetion 
of course dine put a temvorary relia? of ataving the action of SO Me 
of the defendants iwmtil the varios qiestions involved in this suit 
for mileting the titre Could be settieds Possession ia R necessary 

yuleting 41416 he pDiatr 16 made the neace@ - 
» DUEL Latiled to nrove itt by the evidence, 


13 Was admitted br attorneys for the plaintiff in this case in tne 


partial argument made of the case at the May term ast. In the arm 


ment of the cage at that tine we brought toe the attention of the 


Court the various decisions upon this question and we shail not under- 





1 : 


take to quote from those decisions here in view of the fact that as 
we understand 1%, counsel for plaintiffs do not diapute the proposi- 
tion of law that possession is a nocesaary incident to maintéhn a suit 
for quieting title; and in view of the fact that this question was 
virtually passed upon at the time of the first arguement of the case, 
and we shail de no more than simply to here refer to the various quies— 
$teons upon this aubject. 

Steinman Va. Vicar, 99 Va. 595-6 

Gienn Va. West, 103, Ya. 521. 

Hitchcox Vs. Morrison, 47 S.W.eVa. 206. 

Kane Vs, Va. Coal & Iron Commany, 97, Va. 389. 

Otey Va. Stewart, 91 Va. 714, 

smith Va. Thomas 99 Va. 86, 

Orton V. Smith, 18 Howard, 263. 

Frost V, Spnitiev, 131 U.S. 582. 

Even if the plaintiff in this case had been in possession 

of the tract of land or iron ore in queation in this case, the bill 
for quieting title is not good, because it does not set out the var 
jous deeds, contracts, or other papera which are alleged to be a cioud 
upon the piaintiffs title. In order for a bill to wuiet title to de 
good, 1% mist specifically set out what the cloud ia and abk tiet that 
particular deed, contract, bond or paper be annulied, vacated and set 
aside, but in the case before us the plaintiff does nothing more than 
to allege that the these various defednatsa are Claiming title to the 


said land and ask that. the title and nossession of the Yiaintiffs be 


quieted, 


The plaintiff in this case however contends that £# one 
of the objecta of the said bill was to obtain an igmunction and if 
the Court upon the aliligations in the said bill had taken jurisdiction 
of the case by awarding an inthnction and having once taken jurisdic-e 
tion for thas purnose (ea tebain the case for the purpose of settling 
ali questions of titie that mirht arise in the case, aithough the 
plaintiff had failed to make out the case allezed in its bill, that 


on account of the allerationsa of the bill that the defendants were 





destroving the various substances of the estate, that in a case o& 
this sort, althourh the plaintiff has not possession, stilt the court 
Will take charge of the amistion dp tite and administer the ordinary 
Lo wk. 

Pemsttspenidies . 

If the court of Chancery should undertake to settle all queations 
concerning the vroperty and the titie thereto where it once takes 
charge of a case tmon the allegations of a biil, which allerations are 
false, and which case without such allegations could not have been 
fized entertained in a court of chancery, then if the viaintirr is 
unserupiious enouchtto make false alierationa for the purpose of gutet- 


Lise inte chancery, courts of law eould alwaya be robhed of their jur- 
Ladies , anda trial by the jury, reserved to the citizens betthen 
Virginia bill of rights ,defeatedl 


Again we wnderstand the plaintiff in its prief to contend that 
hotwithstanding the plaintiff mav be out of possession, bh nas & right 
to maintain @ Buit in Chancery for the purpose of traing the titie 
when the defendant is committing an irreparable injury of destroving 
the very substance of the estate. we do not beliere this to be a 
sound provesition of law and to fliustrate the folly of such 2 prepo- 

ion, ist us suppose that "A" is in the possession of a house and 


> He hag a dead and claima titie to the property. "B" has a dead 


therefor antl claim titie to the property, but he is cut of possession 


years, and "A" has been 
in yvossession for that length of time, 3” Very well understanda 
that he haa no standing in «4 court of law and therefore does not BLO » 
"A" concludes however that nA Willi tear down the oid building which 
is upon the pronebty, which ia either 400 larfe or too small fo 
convenience and erect thereon a puliding that is auitabie to his needs 
and pivranant to his destien begina te demolish tne buiiding, whereupon 
"B" sgeiging the opportunity of the doctrine Clained bv the plaintires 
in this case, that az "A" is destroying the véry subatance of the ok te 


tate, a court of chancery will take cognizance of his case and there- 





upon he rushed toe a court of Chancery, setsout hia perfect paper ti- 


tle which he is abla te trace pack to the Commonwealth, Ee: pees 


tre »efey an injimction. "A" by being cantendted to itive in the nron- 
ebyv as it, was; misnt- have lived in undistmibed possession until the 
judgement day, so far as "RB" was cencerned, had he not undertaken to 
change the condition of the property. This illustration serves but 
to illustrate the foliv of the vroposition whtch the piaintiffs assert 
in this case. In the partial argument of this case made at the Mar 
term ias%, counsel for the plaintiff aimitted thet the prime obiect 
of this suit was te settie the titite, and this being the case, 
hard for is to understand how in the face of the courts decksion in 
the sase of Callaway Vs. Wenater, that the gentiemen here een pus on 
20 bold a fault as to ask the court in thie case +o antertain Turi s- 
iction. The court in the case just mentioned sara: 
I% 18 well settied that an aplicant in eerie es of land with a 
lear title of a prima facia title is entitied to an injunction arcainst 
respasser threatening Irreparable injury or often repeated trea 
pass, Bu, in a case of a fair prima facia titie, if it turns ot 
from tne avidence that the right of anplicant is in de and the ti_ 
tle and boundaries of the land are really in issue, such a controversy 
cannot be settind in equity, though the property in an urgent case 
may be orotacted py the injunction until the qeustion of richt can bes 
gsettied bv a trial at law. 
The attorners for the niaintirf in this case rely upon the case 
ageinat Willa 95 Va, 357 to sunmvormt the contention which 
they make in this case, That was 2 case of trespass and the 
against whom the trespass was cenmitted, wha was 
the case, wae the owner and in vossession of +) 
question, and in the case relied on by us of Callaway arainst, Webster, 
cage of Miller against Wille is quoted and the two decisions are 
in conflict with each other, but each proceed upon the idea that 
the plaintiff? ia in DRACO aa the lands. No one hes ever dented 
the nrovasition a3, elementary BURT of law that an off, renrated 


trespass against one in nosaeasion of a tract of land nav be enjoined’ 





if the ciaimant of the land was out of possession and the party in 
possssaion who it was clained was cormit tars the trespass, i+ wou1d 
ae a contradiction of terms to savy that the party in possession was 
tresapasing upon the very land of which he was in possession and to 
which he had and claimed title, In the said case of Miller axainat 
Wills the court used this languase; " And where a court of equity haz 
properiy acquired Kkurisdiction of a ease, 14 will , in order to pre- 
vent a miuitinlicity of suits, £0 on and do cormiete justice, though 
in doing 30, it has to try title on settle boundaries and administer 
rivhts which mpirtain te courts oF law," 

fhe plaintiffs must net onir aulatain & case by the allerations 
o* his pill, put also by the proof, and in the same case of Callaway 
arainat Webster, the court saya: " Where a bili allereg matter Por 
a jurisdiction of a court of equity bé6 30 that a dermerrer witli not 
lie), if it appears on tne hearing that the aliexations are false, 
and ties mich matter dosas not in fact exist, the result mist be the 
game as if it had not pean alleged, and the bill should be disnissed 


for want of jurisdiction. In other words, when i4 appears at the 
hearing of the cause, unen the pleadings and the nroof offered, that 


che real object of the bill is to settie, in a court of chancery, a 
controvertad boundary of lands, if shouid be dismissed for want of 
jJurtadiction.” 4 be aan % A 
Mien e eric ST SUED. babe 
Se OS OE eo, 4 FT a: ee at a es i all a / we Ae 7 ey” 
266 Rise Jones V, Bradshaw, 16 Gratt, 561, Boston B. Co. Vv. far— 
mart le [Ge, 94 Va, 94; Collins V, Sutton 104 Va. 1883 Robinson arainsat, 
Moses, 1 Va, Supe Oh. Reap. 557, 
the plaintiffs in this aase to maintain their anit on the ques thon 
of jurisdiction, phe the case a3 an urgent one and one in which the 
defendants ara committing prrenarable injury to the property in ques- 
tien, If we will read the bit in TMiestion, wea readiiv see that, the 
are not comilaining of the vearnoving of the iron ore in 
question, s0 mich as the fact that Ceo. FP. Morrison, who was mining 


be 


1% vavine to the Dlaintifrs in this case the royaities 
SO the question is tae. one, according to the 

PDlaintifbns Own contention, which cantgas be compensated or properiv 

measured in danareas, eae a specifical Be out in 

QO many tons of ere is mined she plaintiffs are antitied to Faas 

eens rovaltiesy so the case is one that, is peopery cognizatte in a 


court of law. The mere allezation that the +r committed is one 

NN ee ene 
Of irrenarabir injury is not, aurficient. There is no evidence taken 
in this ease whatever 46 prove that the faking and removing of the ore 


in question is one of irreparable injury, and the bill of the com 
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Plainant does not even show that it is, but shows a state of circu 


atarnecesa which proves that 14 is measurable in damages at ten.cent per 


ton rayaity. In the case of Bledsoe azrainst "obinson 105 Va. 723 
at nare 728 of the dninion, the court said: In order to warrent 
grantine of an injunction in such a ease, the complainant, as the 
burden is unon him, rust allege such facts as will show that the ine 
jury 1s abtepattable or that the renedy at law is inadequate." 
AAA Oe 

in the same caso just, cited it ia again stated: 
" In ordinary cases ef trespass the remedy at law ia adequate and 
complete and the resort cannot be nad to a court of equity for 7 re- 
yiet by injunction, except by certain circumstances. The pleadings 
of “he case ought, therefore, to make out a clear case for the edquita 
ble relief sought, for courts of law ought not to be ousted of tele. 
jurisdiction in doubtful cases, especi ialiy where the bible to the 
boundary of land is involved,as is the fact in this case," 

Ye have heretofor dealt with this case trom the stand—point of 
such of the dafeniants as were actualiv mining the ore from the tands 
se 

tion; and the jurisdiction of the court in this case is ig 
the injunction awarded in this case as arainst icaasit eee de- 
fendants. We now observe that, fees of the defendanta to this auit 
have been mining any ore from the premises in question, and have doe 
; ft<+4. 
nothing nore than to maintain their possession sa the title panera 
which they hold. The defendants referred to are We. Gs Calaeon, G» M. 
y Gibsons According to the nlaintifrPs own contention 
ii this ease, this court has no jurisdiction to trv +he 


Feed 


Y Taemas 5. Sibson, Ce Me Ses We Ge Colson, No Lavine een ever 
awarded against ther : sought against them, except that 
of quieting , e,which cannot be maintained without possession 
by the niains Nothing further tnerefore need be aaid cencerning 
these three defendants, because we believe at it ia conceded on 
ali sides that the defendants mist be 4 | ng the very substance 
of the estate before the bill can be maintained arainat them, and as 
these three defendants ave not doing anything toekthen excypt to hold 
on 46 wint they have, tne case shouinr be aiamiased as to ther. 
However we Pesire 490 enter inte a sho: Liscussion of the evi- 


dence on behaif of O.«. Me. & We. Ge Colson. Thev have a perfect paper 





title +o the property in question which is adverse to the title claimed 
by the pviaintiffa in this case. They have proved by various witnesses 
to have been in possession of this land under the same fitle for 

more than ten year The viaintiffs in this case devota a good deal 


the discussion of the evidence introduced on behalf 


ai 
to the character of witnesses by which he proves his 


and the pniaintiffA in the oa hag taken occasion to try by 
ie. dogmatic statements hee lower, velght of testimony riven bv the 
W. Eppa, John Bush, George Ball, S. L. Langford, Sallie 
Bond, Sallie Srockett, and Jones Campbell, and states that these people 
were work—-hands anc tenants and an ignorant ciass of people who had 
one time in their life workad for’ Willian Woedaon and Mr. Jdelson and 
lived in ono or more litttie cabins out in that wild region. How 
these gentlemen arrived at these facts stated, we do not Knew. There 
ia no evidence that thev are ignorant, or that they have told a lie. 
The fact that a man may be a laboring man and earna his bread by the 
use of his hands, and the fact that he is a tenant of the nore fortu- 
nately endowed wealthy class, is no evidence whatever, 
statenents on oath are to be dis-ragarded or dis—ceunted,. Under 
the cl@ak of the humble yeasant, as often be2ts the heart of the true 
and genuine man,as under the silken folds of the high and rich, heroes 
do not always dwell in palaces and wear fine robes. Oft beneath + hse 
hypocritical coverings are hidden the meanest and viles+ sen of mane 
Kind, and oft—times the education received is put the inatrument of 
Pigettic the villian for greater deeds of immiety. And it is a recogz— 
nized fact, so oft repeated by the present President ,that the hone of 
our country liea, not in the rich and wealthy, but with the common 


ciass of men, 


" Through tattered ebvbhes ama 


11 vicea do appear; 
Robes and furred fowns hide all.” 


1. 
Tnese simple folk need not be educated in aclence, literature, 


and mathematics in order to t+te11 the Simple fact of a residence of 





3 : 


a certain individual at a certain place, and heaving put few things to 


engace their minds,;in the humble epinion of the writer, makes a weer 
* Quy 
the truth of such facta, than the men who Ss en- 
cared in the many affairs o 
Judze Duncan his brie 


ed 


40 one vronosition of law, “hich, if well Pounded, this case should 
not vnugzie the mind of the pt furthers The proposition which he 
calls attention to,ia this, that the deed of Crockett to Pueben Rose 
not c6ontainine anv covenants of warranty, Seema the deed af Peper 
d. JohnstonjGthe heirs of Crockett, dess not inure to the benefit 

of the previous prantors of Crockett .Mtutime of 


hayv# not a chance to investigate this prevosition of law, but resnect- 


Lully aak the careful consideration af the ceurt te this noint. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Colsom. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED 


WILLIAM GIBSON ET AL. 


) 
-V~ ) IN CHANCERY. 
) 


Brief of counsel for plaintiff: 


The bill in this case alleges that the plaintiff is 
the owner and in possession of all the iron ore and minerals, 
and certain other rights and privileges thereto, in and on a 
certain tract of land lying in Lee County, Virginia, and fully 
described therein; that the plaintiff claims title to said iron 
ore and mining One and privileges under certain deeds and 
title papers set out therein, which will be hereinafter fully 
treated; and that the defendants, without the knowledge or con- 
sent and against the will of the plaintiff, entered in and upon 
different portions of said tract of land, and were mining and 
removing the iron ore therefrom and disposing of it. 

The object of the bill was to obtain an injunction, 
enjoining and inhibiting the defendants from mining and removing 
said iron ore, and to quiet the title of the plaintiff thereto. 

After the injunction was granted on the original bir, 
the plaintiff, on the llth day of March, 1903, filed an amended 
pill in this case, the object of which was to make additional 
parties and to correct an allegation in the original bill rela- 
tive to the patent issued from the Commonwealth of Virginia for 
the tract of land CRnes eae said iron ore, and to amend the al~- 
legations of the original in regard to title of the plaintiff 
to said iron ore. 

The defendants, William Morison and the other Morison 


heirs, answer said bill, and whicn said answer is also adopted 





by them as an answer to said amended bill, denying the allega~ 
tions of said bills, and undertaking to set up title to said 
iron ore, which will be hereinafter more fully set out. 


William Gibson, and the other defendants joining with 


him in their answer, adopt the answer of the said Morison heirs, 


and which answer is also adopted by them as an answer to said 
amended bill. 

The defendants, W. G. Colson and C. M. Colson, also 
answer the original and amended bills, denying generally the 
allegations, and attempting to set up an adverse title to that 
of the plaintiff. 

The defendants, Flora Stidham, Mary Cosby and Martha 
J. Gibson, file separate answers, and adopt, as far as applica- 
ble, the answer of the said Morison heirs, and attempt to set 
out to some extent the title under which they claim. To all 
the new matter in said answers alleging adverse title, or in 
othe words, the plaintiff replied generally and took issue on 
said answers. 

The first question to be determined in this case, and 
which is preliminary to a full argument, is: Has the Court 
jurisdiction? The position of the plaintiff is, that the Court 
has jurisdiction. 

The grounds for this jurisdiction are as follows: 

(1) The defendants, by mining and removing this tron 
ore of the plaintiff was destructive of the substance of tae 
estate and the injury thus done was irreparable. In such state 
of case, the plaintiff had no adequate remedy except in a Court 
of Equity. The bill alleging said ground presented a proper 


P) 


bat 





case for an injunction, which was granted. 
Miller -V- Wills, 95 Va. p. 539. 
Manchester Cotton Millis -V- Town of Manchester, 
LesGrats,.p. 825. 

(2) "Where a court of equity has properly acquired 
jurisdiction, it will, in order to prevent a multiplicity of 
suits go on to do complete justice, although in doing so it has 
to try title, or settle boundaries and administer remedies which 
rightly pertain to courts of law." 


Anderson -V- Harvey, 10 Grat. p. 5&6. 


Miller -V- Wills, 95 Va. 340, and cases there 


cited. 


The bill, as stated, alleges proper grounds for an in- 
junction in this case, and also alleges title of the plaintiff 
to the iron ore in controversy. Under the authorities cited) a 
court of equity will try the title to said iron ore between the 
parties to this suit. 

Having shown, as we believe, clearly, that the court 
has jurisdiction of this case, we come now to the consideration 
of the title of the plaintiff to the iron ore in controversy in 
this suit. 

“The plaintiff's title to said iron ore Will be con- 
sidered under two heads: 


re 


THE TITLE OF THE PLAINTIFF AS TRACED FROM THE PATENTES, 
ROBERT BEATY. 


Tak. 


THE PLAINTIFT'S TITLE AS TRACED FROM MARTIN BEATY. 





az 


THE TITLE OF THE PLAINTIFF AS TRACED FROM THE PATENTER, 


The chain of title of the plaintiff to said iron ore, 
as traced from the aaid patentee, is as follows, 

(1) The Commonwealth of Virginia, by patent dated 
August 6, 1810, granted to Robert Beaty a certain tract of land, 
containing five hundred acres, lying in Lee County, Virginia, 
which is the same tract of land set out in the bill of the 
plaintiff, and contains the iron ore in controversy. 

(2) There has not been found any deed of conveyance 
on the record, or anywhere, from Robert Beaty to Martin Beaty 
for the said tract of land. From the long possession of said 
land by Martin Beaty and those claiming under him, the view of 
the plaintiff is, that a grant from Robert Beaty to Martin 
Beaty will be presumed. 

(3) There was executed, as the plaintiff contends, 
about or prior to the year 1821, a title pond from Martin Beaty 
to Robert Crockett for the said tract of land. 

The proof of said title bond is shown by the following 

On or about May 4th, 1868, Robert E. Crockett, Newton 
A, Evans, Elizabeth J. Evans, Jonathan Bales, Sarah A, Bales, 
Andrew J. Crockett, Harrison B. Crockett, and James Hi. Crockett, 
instituted against the unknown heirs of Martin Beaty, deceased, 
in the County Court of Lee County, Virginia, a Chancery suit, 
the object of which was to obtain the legal title to the lands 


in the bill mentioned, which is the land under consideration. 


By a decree entered in said cause, on the 22nd day of June, 





1869, Peter C. Johnson was appointed a Commissioner to con- 
vey to the said complaintants the 500 acre tract of land in 
the title bond marked as "Ex. A," mentioned and described in 
said bond according to the metes and bounds set forth in the 


office copy of the original survey filed with the bill as 


"ix, C." The tract of land conveyed by said commissioner in 


his deed is the same tract of land under discussion. 

Harrison B. Crockett in his deposition in this cause 
swears that his father got this land from Martin Beaty, and on 
cross examination he further swears that his father got a title 
pond for the said land. This positive evidence is not contra- 
dicted anywhere in the record; he original bond is proven to 
be lost, and cannot be found. 

In the deed from the commissioner, Peter C. Johnson, 
dated on the 23rd day of June, 1869, to the said complainants, 
the said commissioner called said complainants "children and 
heirs of Robert Crockett, deceased, or complainants." The ex- 
nibit filed with the plaintiff's bill in this case marked 
"Record," and said commissioner's deed marked "Ex. A™ are the 
only parts of the records of the said suit that can now be 
found on file in the Clerk's Office of said Court, but the 
plaintiff contends that the gaid abstract, parts of the record 
in said suit, proves that there was a title bond for said land 
executed by Martin Beaty to Robert Crockett for said land, if 
not, it would have been unnecessary for the commissioner to 
nave recited in his deed that the complainants are the children 
or heirs of Robert Crockett, deceased. This record evidence, 
coupled with the said evidence of Harrison B. Crockett, proves 
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THE PLAINTIFF'S TITLE AS TRACED FROM MARTIN BEATY: 
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The same chain of title, or the same statement will 
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TITLE OF PARTINS TO THE IRON ORE IN 


CONTROVERSY AS DERIVED FROM A COMMON SOURCE, WHETHER UNDER 
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This tndenture, Made and entered into this Sixteenth day ¢ 
August in the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety twe, by and 
between Alexander A.Autmmr, of Harrogate, Tennessee, for himself 
indevidually and as trustee, and Nellie M.Authur, his wife, parties 
of the first part; and The American Association ,Limited, party of the 
second part, WYitnesseth: That in consideration of the fact that tne 
below described lands were purchased for the benefit of and at the ex- 
pense of the party of the second part, and the further consideration 
of the sum of One dollar and cther valuable consideration in hand paid, 
the receipt of which is hereby ewknowledged the said parties or “thé 
first part have granted, bargained, sold and conveyed, and do hereby 
grant, bargain sell, alien, convey and convirm unto the said party 
of the second part, its successors and assigns forever, all those cere 
tain tracts, pieces and parcels of land situate in the County of Lee, 
State of Virginia and described as follews: First Parcel: Being a tract 
of land situate west, south and east of Cumberland Gap, being the land 
granted by the Commonwealth of Virginia en the 2lst day of February 
1811 te Robert Beaty and David Chadwell, and conveyed to Alex.A. 
Arthur, tfrustee, by two deeds, one from Eliza Jones and others dated 
the 27th day of April, 1889, recorded in the office of the Clerk 
of the Lee County Yeurt in Deed Book Volume 24, vage 151,and the first 
tract in the deed from George H.Jones and wife te said Arthur, Trustee,: 
dated the 10th day of December, 1339, reccrded in the office of the 
Clerk of the Lee County Court in Deed Book Volume 24, page 431, and 
reference is hereby made to said deeds for a more full and particuléer 
description of the land hereby conveyed, ; Second Parcel: Being land 
and interests in lands acquired by said Arthur, ‘rustee, under and 
by virtue of an instrument from James A.Greer and others, heirs at law 
of Alexander L.Greer, deceased, to Alex.A.Arthur ‘trustee, dated the 10th 
day of ‘ay, 1337, recorded in the office of the Clerk of the Lee 


County Court in Deed Book Volume 22, page 304. Said lands and inter- 


ests in lands being fully descrped in a deed from J.A.G.Hyett, Clerk 


end Special Commissioner in Chancery of the Vircuit Court for Lee 
County, Virginia to @he American Association, limited, dated the 8th 
day of December, 1838 recorded in the office of the Clerk of the 


Lee County Court in Deed Book Volume 23, page 426, to which seid deed 





and the afcrementioned instrument reference is hereby made for a 
more full and particular description of the lands and interests in 
lands hereby conveyed. And this deed is intended te convey all the 
right, title and interests of the parties of the first part inseid 
lands in whatever way or manner acquired, S8cegether with all and sine 
gular, the tenements, hereditaments and appertenances thereunto he- 
longing, or in énywise appertaining, and tne remainder and remainders, 
reversion and reversions, rents, issues, and profits thereof, and all 
the estate right, title, interests, property, possession, claim and 
demand whatever, both in law and equity of the seid parties of the 
first part of, in and to the above described lands with all appurte- 
nances, To have and to hold to the said party of the second part, 

its successors and assigns forever. The said parties of the first part 
hereby covenant tnat they heve not done, let cr suffered any thing 

or. things by which the title to the said above conveyed property has 
been or shall be impeached, charged or incumbered. In Witness Whereof 
, the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands 


and seals the day and year first above written. 


Alex.A.Arthur (Seal ) 


Alex.A.Arthur Trustee (Seal) 
Nellie M.,Arthur (Seal ) 
State of lennessee, ) 
| ) SS: 
County of Claiborne) 

I, J.Frank White a Notary Public in and for said County and 
State, do hereby certifty that Alex.A.Arthur and wife, Nellie M, 
Arthur, whese names are signed to the annexed and foregoing deed or 
writting, dated on the 16th day cf August 1892, personally appeared 
before me in my seid County and State, snd acknowledged seid instru- 
ment to be their act and deed, And said Nellie M.Arthur appeared 
pefore me in my said County and State separately and apart from ner 
said husband, and being examined by me privately and apart from her 
said husband, and having the writing aforesaid fully axplained to her, 
the said Nellie M.Arthur acknowledged and declared the said deed or 
writing te be her act and deed, and that she executed the same freely, 
voluntarily, understandingly and willingly without compulsion or cen- 
straint from her said husband and for the purposes therein contained 


and tnat she did not wish te retract it. Witness my hand and official 


= 
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seal at office in my said_County, this 16th dey of August A.p. ,1892. 


mc J. Frank White 
AK Notary Public for Claiborne County 
J gy Tennessee. 


a : 
Virginia Lee County bo wits 


0 
In the office of the clerk of said Cunty the 26th day of March 


1895, this deed was presented and together with the certificate 


thereto annexed admitted to record. 


Teste: S.V.F.Richmond Clerk. 


State of Virginia, ) 
) TO-wit: 
county.oT- Lee. ) 


I, J.D.Hdds, Clerk of the Vircuit vourt for Lee County, 
Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and perfect 
copy of the deed from Alexander A.Arthur,et ux, to The American 


Association,Limited, as the same appeard cf record in my office in 


Deed Book Ne. 31, page 273. 


Given under my hand, as Clerk of said Court, this the 10th day 


of January, 1914. 
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THIS INDENTURE, Mace and entered into this Slst day of 


Oetober, in the year of our Lord,1868, between Thomas D. Arnol 


| 


and his wife Lorretta Arnold, formerly Lauretta Rose, of the Cou 


of Green, and State of Tennessee, of the one part; and George 
W. Rose, of the County of Claibcrne and State of Tennessee 
other part. 
WITNESSETH: that for and in consideration, thet the 
|said George W. Rose has this day sold to us and by a deed in fee 
made executed and deliveréd to us simultaniously herewith by the 
said George W. Rose this day eonveying to us his undivided interest 
being one-seventh part in thé homestead of our father Reuben Rose, 
being the traet of land lying near Tazewell, Tennessee, upon which 
the said Reuben Roseresided at the time of his death, and in the 
| County of Claiborne aforesaid, and made up of severzl small tracts 
Sali 6¢)0amanRe . 

We do hereby sell and convey to the said George W. Rosé 
our undivided interest being oMWe-seventh part in the tract of land 
of whieh the said Reuben Rose died seized and possessed known as 
the iron works tract, made up of several small tracts, and lying 
in. the County and State aforesaid, and some of 1% perhaps lying 
in the State of Virginie. 


Given under our hands and seals the date above written. 


"being one seventh part" . Interlined befwere signed. 


Signed,sealed and delivered Thos Arnodl. (Seal) 
in our presence the day and oretta Arnold (Seal) 
date apes writter. 

Robert Neal. 


Kate Arnold. 





STATE OF TENNESSEE ) 
GREEN COUNTY ) 
Personally appeared before me V. 5. Maloney 
Cler: of County Court of said County Thomas 
D. Arnold the bargaincr with whom I am personally aequainted and 
who acknowledged the exeeution of the within deed on the day ie 
bears date. And Loretta Arnold, wife of said Thomas D. Arnold 
having appeared before me privately -and apart from her husband 
acknowledged the execution of the said deed to have been done by 
iher freely, volun arily and understandingly, waitho eonpulsion 
or constraint from her said husband end for the purposes therein 
expressed. 
Witness my hand at office the Slst day of Oetubcr, 1566. 
V. S. Maloney, C.G.C. 


This deed was filed in my office on the 2lst May 1870 at 3 o? 
elock P. M. and registered same day. 
A. C. Hayes, Register. 


STATE OF TENNESSEE, ) 
CLAIBORNE BOUNTY. ) 
I, D. T. Hodges, Deputy Register for said County 

do hereby eertify that the within and foregoing instrument 18 a 
true and perfect copy of a deed from Thomas D. Arnold and wife 
to George W. Rose as appears of record in my offiee in book "EF 
volume 2, at page 2d1l. 

Witness my hand at ofrice in Tazeweli on the ea4th day of 
jJune , 1890. 
| D. T. Hodges, Deputy Register. 
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Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and Printers,; Form No. 305. 
____ Richmond. Va. 

















Huow aff Men by these Presents, That I _.... ee ee ee 


am held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the sum of. [e002 ur Lice 


eee oe 


CELA. eres. te be paid to the said Commonwealth, for which payment, well and truly to be made, 
I bind myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, firmly by these presents. And I hereby waive the 
benefit of my homestead exemption as to this obligation, and any claim or right to discharge any liability to 
the Commonwealth arising under this bond, with coupons detached from the bonds of this State. Sealed 
with my seal, and dated this... vi he . day es Seon ne _in the year one ‘ibusatid eed Reem 


and mamety- (222. 


Ture ConpITION oF THE ABOVE OBLIGATION Is sucH, that whereas a suit hath been instituted in the 


“ga | Ce of the (aeenty 2 Olee 


a suggestion was entered by the. .\Zldtt saa hoe Z phe gilt. atte that the said 


costs and damages which may be awarded to the said defendant and of the fees due or to become due in 
the said suit to the officers of the said court. Now if the above bound... / 2 } NW. WV nef 


_ shall well and truly pay all such fees as are due or may become due from the said 
ae ‘ : 


oa, Sutorforaled _ aE. 


to the officers of the said court in the prosecution of the said suit, and moreover shall well and truly pay to 
the said defendant all such costs and damages as may be awarded to in case the said plaintiff, 
shall be cast therein, and condemned to pay the same, then this obligation 1s to be void, otherwise to remain 


in full force and virtue. 


In the Clerks’ Office of the..4<& : Ae A, iGourt of the anni oF 
The above eee eee. OC KE)! 2 


Aye Plianreg — Ckez{c........of said court, that his estate, after the payment of all his 
ae of such liabilities as he may have incurred as security for others, is worth the sum of ne. | 


age Aoll arn. the penalty of the above bond. 


Given under my hand this... 


_this day made oath before me, 


vi 





Form No. 805. 
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Sewell, Attoney for the American Association, | Incorporated: 
You will take notice that on Friday the dist day of January, 
1908, we will apply to the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Lee County 


for a copy or transcript of the record in the case or sLhe American 


Assoclation, Incorporated Vs. W. G. Gibson ef al. 


Respectfully, 


CG. JPS- Danes, a corey ~for 
Jet. S. Morison -et al. 
Pennington Bros. Attorneys for 


i 


Cor M ASCO ESOS Gia ets 


Pe PO He amr. iehig mc feh 
Martha J. Gibson. 
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Tn the Clovk’s Office of tc Lacaenct- Court of the Loasaaatg 0 
ahen on. thre. 272A a Soy of. Me 


P Dera nem nfo pe 


And an affidavit having been made and filed that the defendants. VW WAB aan ae 


not esate! the State of Virginia, it is ordered ee: 5 —— do ites here within £¢-4-(eeaa. ar 


after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to protect /41444._.. interest in this sult. 
‘t is further ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four weeks in thelZ/¢42..41 
in. _, and that a copy be posted at the front door of the court-house of this. 

on the first day of the next term of the_! 


A copy—leste: 
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The object of this suit is infant Pe SS OO OO 


Ds :.. Leen ak. | Pa ae oe , 


eo ites: 


2 -f- a Te sins 3 ie ef : 


And an affidavit having been made and filed that the defendant.§. Vp tbicaar,D7 Li ABA 
MarraorA yee nt LD aU < \ VA A Atte. Doe Dh, bt em ee Foe 4A ALY wove 


not residentSof the State of Virginia, it is ordered that__& LVEY eee appear here within 


after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to protect. h4A.,.interest in this suit. A 

‘t is further ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four weeks in the \Z at, - Ve 
_and that a copy be posted at the front door of the court-house of this % 

on the first day of the next term of the Lata... 


A copy—tTeste: 
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The Commonwealth of Virgin Lc, 


And have then there this writ. Witness, “/~/.W). AA L£1122-L44.......... Clerk of our said 


Court, at the court-house, the 2.'7.A_ day of £C aah. {70/89 , andin the 


aes year of the Commonwealth. 
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To William Gibson, William Cosby, Chadwell Pridemore, Vincent Carminy, 
W.B.Stidham, Martin Thompson, Marthe J.Gipsen, Willier Morison, J.H.5. 
orison, George P.Morison, Minnie Richmond, W.G.Golson, C.M.Colson, 
fhomas S.Gibson and QUA , ¢ 

You are hereby notified that on the 2B7th day of August, 1903, 
at the residence of Yarrison Crockett in Lee County, Virginia, between 
the houre of 8 A.M. and 6 P.M., of that day, we shell proceed to tare 
the deypeitions of Harrison Crockett and others, to be reac BF evidence 
in’ behaaf of the plaintiff, in a certain suit in chancery row depend- 
ing in “Eo6 Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia, in which the American 
Association Incorporeted is pleintiff and you are defendants; and if 
fiom Bos ceuse the teking of said @eresitions he not cormenced, or if 
commencdéa bG6 now ae ne oo ee day, the taxing thereof will be #d— 
gocusned ae déy to BAY », STOR place to place, or at the seme piece, am 


' Vhs ie 


bevween the same “hours, until the sare sheil be corpleted. 


2 pF cla yea ed (Joh, 


Respectfully, 


AMERICAN ASSOCTATION TNCORPOPATED. 


By 4.9. Grurce YA) N Bestel, artorneysS - 
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To Williom Gibson, William Cosby, Chadwell Pridemore, Vincent Carminy, 
W.B.Stidham, Martin Thompson, Martha J.Gibson, William Morison, J.H.5. 
Morison, George P.Morison, Minnie Richmond, W.G.Colson, C.M.Colson, 


fhomas &S.Gibson and hate O anatiee sf : 


You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of August, 19C2, 
at the Pe 3 of Harrison Crockett in hee County, Virginia,. petween 
the hours of 8 A.M. dnd 6 P.Ms} of that day, we shall proceed to take 
the doposini ots of Harrison Crockxett and others, to be read as evidence 
in behalf of the plajntiff, in a cestain suit in chancery now depend- 
ing in the Circuit Court of hee County, Virginia, in which the American 
Association Incorporated is plaintiff and you are defendants; and if 
from any cause the dhicine of suid depositions be not setae or if 
commenced be not concluded on ‘that day, the taiting thereof Willi bead= 


journed from day. To OA gg EOE eee to place, or at the same place, and 


between the same hours, until the same shall be completed. Vice iE 


D0% clay pegutt-/702., 


nmespectrully, 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED. 


By hoff w AA, Seuett sAttorneyg 
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Stationers and Printers, $ Form No, 302. 
Richmond, Va 


__...personally appeared 


_ Clerk of the said Court, 
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Che Commonweallh of Vizeqinia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting : 


WE COMMAND YOU THAT YOU SUMMON wal hele oid, 


to appear before the Judge of our Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at the court-house 


thereof, on the DZ. a ? /., to testify and the truth to say 


in behalf of the (/ 


1 ee SS ee, Blarntiffh “and 


shall in no wise omit, under the penalty of £100. And have then there this writ. 


itness, A. B. Munsey, Clerk of our said court, at the court-house the OA _.day of 





FoRM No. 204. 
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AMBRICAN ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED , ~---~-~------ wnnmmPlaintiff£ 


DEPOSITION 


WILLIAM GIBSON ET AL Defendants. 


The deposition of W. G. Colson, taken February 
doth, 1907, at the law office of W. G, Colson, in the 
City of Middlesboro, Beli Couniy, Kentucky, pursuant 
to agreement of parties by their counsel to be read as 
€viaence in behalf of W. G. Colson and C. M. Colson in 
the Chancery cause now pending in the Circuit Court of 
Lee County, Virginia, under the style of the American 


Association, Incorporated, vs. William Gibson et al, 


Presents T. Irvine, and 
Sewell, Attys. for Am. Asn. 
Noel, Atty. for Martha J,Gibson, 


Plaintiffs. 


Present: Colson for himself and 
C. M. Colson, 


Defendants, 


The witness, W. G. COLSON, being duly sworn testifies 
as follows: 

I am of lawful age, i file #38 a part ‘ef my 
deposition grant from the Commonwealth of Virginia to 
Robert Beaty, under date of August 6th, 1810, and mark 
Lv “We GC, C, Exhibit A", 

Lf also file a certified copy of deed from 
Robert Beaty to William Woodson, of date September cena , 
LOO’, and mark it "W.GsC.Exhibit B", 


~j- 





I also file a certified copy of deed from 
Wiliiam Woodson to Elizabeth Young, dated May 30th, 1884, 
and mark it "W, G. C. Exhibit C", 

I also file a copy of Survey of James Swan, 
dated 25th of September, 1795 for 200000 acres, and mark 
if "W. G. G. Exhibit D*", 

I will file a certified copy of deed from 

Elizabeth Young and William Woodson to W. G. 
under date of July lst, 1890, and mark it. 
Exhibit E", 

I will file deed from W. G. Colson to CG, M, 
Colson, and mark it"W. G. C. Exhibit F", 

I refer to a tracing on file in this case made 
by L. M. Carmical, which is filed with his report hereine 
The point indicated on the tracing of this map as three 
white oaks, purporting to be the corner of +ee—John—Jdones 
s000-tere—survey, and the John Jones 1155 acre tract, 
and Crockett 1000 acre tract, indicat ed on the map by 


Be2 is still standing. The point indicated on the map 


as BeS is not now standing, but from reputation once 


Stood on the South-East bank of Station Creek, The line 
running from that point -B-3- South 60 West 220 poles 

is indicated on the map as Be4; the line running from 

B-4, being at the point where once stood a pine, which 
was the corner of the John Jones 1155 acre and Crockett 
1000 acre tracts and the Robert Beaty tract hefein referred 
to in my deposition -the line running from said point 

Bea4~- where the pine once stood South 84 West 222 poles 

is not shown on the map; the line running from where the 
Said pine once stood is the line common to the John Jones 
1155 acre survey and to the Robert Beaty survey ; the same 
is the line called for in the Robert Beaty grant, running 


North 84 Bast 222 poles with the Jones Line from a small 


white oak, black oak and dogwood, and 4s on the direct 


if i. 





course of the John Jones line, which runs North 84 Rast 
500 poles to the pine, The point indicated on the map 
as Bed, and as being the place where the pine which was 
the corner in common to the John Jones 1155 acre tract, 
Crockett 1000 acre tract and the Robert Beaty tract herein 
referred to, was shown to me and pointed out as being 
the true location of said corner by divers persons 
interested in the John Jones 1155 acre and the Cyockett 
1000 acre surveySe The true location of said corner 
was pointed out to me by one R. BE, Crockett, who is a 
son of Robert Crockett, Sr., Patentee of the 1000 acre 
tracte John Crockett whose deposition has mixm been 
filed heretofore in this case , also poinved out said place 
to me as the true location of said corner, 

The point indicated on the map as A=3, with two 
white oaks and a pine, corner of the Field's survey, is 
not the true location of the two white oaks and the pine 


called for in the Robert Beaty grant, nor is it the true 


location of the two white oaks and the pine called for 


in the Andrew and Robert Crockett 1000 acre survey. 
Said pine corner herein referred to as being the corner 
in common to the Jones 1155 acre tract; Crockett 1000 
acre tract, and the Robert Beaty tract, once stood a 
Westwardly course from the place indicated on the map 
as the George Ball house in the little hollow in the sand 
field, and very near the fence which is nearly on the 
line of the northern boundary of the R,. E, Crockett land. 
The place pointed out on the map herein as B=4, where the 
pine once stood is @lso a corner of the EBlizabeth Evans 
boundary which was alloted to her out of the RobertCrockett 
Sre, deceased, lands. 

In order to reach the two locations of the two 
white oaks and the pine corner, common to the Nathan 


Field's survey, 7080 acres, and also the Robert Beaty tract 
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herein referred to , you should extend the line from the 
pine indicated on the map as B-4 on a course North 56 
East 482 poles, or approximately that distance -in Locating 


the Robert Beaty & Crockett 1000 acre survey. In order 


to properly locate the Robert Beaty tract herein referred 


to, you should start upon the two white oaks and the pine 
which is North 36 East 462 poles from the point indicated 
on the map as Be4, and runs South 55 West 580 poles to a 
black oak and dogwood; thence South 20 West 8&4 poles to a 
small white oak, black oak and dog wood; thence with the 
Jones line North 84 East 222 poles to the pine, corner to 
said Jones land; thence with the lines thereof North 60 
Bast 350 poles to a stake; North 5 West 215 poles to the 
beginninge 

The point indicated on the map as B-4 is the point 
where you start in extending the line which runs North 60 
East with the Jones land 350 poles to a stake, 

The Line running on said course from point 
B-4 is common to the Jones line which runs N 60 East 
220 poles to a small beech and dogwood to the extent of the 
220 poleSe 

I was not present when L. M. Carmical extended the 
lines as indicated on the map filed by him in his report 
hereine 

I have been along the line, which if laid down 
on the map as running from the point North 56 East 482 
poles (reckoned from Be4) as the location of two white 
oaks and a pine, and which line runs South 55 West from 
said point, and in retracing the line on said course, 
which seems to have been marked a long time ago, as 
indicating the true location of the line of the Field's 
survey, which is common to the Robert Beaty surveye 
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i have been at a point which is approximately North 

56 East 482 poles -reckoning from B-4) represented to 

be the corner of the Nathan Fields,7080 acre survey, 
Crockett 1000 acres and the Robert Beaty tract; at said 
point there is an oak standing, wei eh is marked, seemingly, 
as a@ corner tree, and near said cak evidence of where 

a pine once stood, also where an oak once stood. 

I see indicated on L. M. Carmical's map a place 
marked as the Langford house, and also a place marked 
Barnes, also place marked George Ball. There is one house 
between the Langford house and the Barnes house, not 
indicated on the map, which was formerly occupied by James 
Campbell, and which is now occupied by Langford. 

The location of each house referred to, namely 
Langford place, where Campbell formerly lived, and where 
Barnes now lives, and also where George Ball now lives, 
they are on the North of the true location of the line of the 
John Jones 1155 acre tract, and of the Robert Beaty tract 
which runs North 60 East from the point indicated on the 
map as Be-4, 

All these houses named are on the Robert Beaty 
boundary. The house mentioned as the Langford house has 
been there to my certain knowledge since 1885 continuously. 
The house not indicated on the map and which should be 
located between the Langford house and Barnes house has 
peen there for about 10 Year Be There was another house 
which once stood a little South of the James Campbell house 
and North of the Beaty line, which is not now standing, 
which house was there, to my knowledge from 1865 up to 


about the time the Campbell house was built. The Barnes 


house has been standing about nine years. The George Ball 


house, which was built near the place where another 
house formerly stood has been standing about nine years. 
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On the North of these houses there is an 

enclosure which was made by me about the year 1896, 
This enclosure covers several acres -the exact number 
I do not know, which are on the pobert Beaty tract. 

This fence has been continuously kept up. 

I moved on to the tract of land known as the 
William Woodson tract in 1886, and since that time I 
have either lived on that tract of land or had tenants 
in actual occupancy of said tract continuouslys 

The place mugupikemdt indicated on the map as the 
‘Langford house has been continuously occupied by tenants 
under me, or those under whom I claim, or those claiming 
under me since 1886. 

The place not laid down on the map, same being 
the place where James Campbell once lived, was occupied 
by yenants under me from the year 1886 up to the year 
is96, at which time a new house, where Square Langford now 
lives, was built. This house has been continuously 
occupied since that time by tenants under me up to the 
present time; Also has the place where Bony Barnes now 
lives, and also the house where George Ball now lives 
each continuously occupied by tenants under me, 


During all the time since 1885 I have cut, removed 


and used timber from the boundary indicated on the map as 


being North of the John Jones 1155 acre survey, and on the 
Rébert Beaty tract, when properly located on the map with 
relation to the other adjoining tracts, to-wit: Jones 

2155 acr es and Crockett 1000 acres, 

I have also cut, removed and used timber from 
land which is immediately North of the John Jones 1155 acre 
tract, as laid down on the map in part, during all of said 
periods from 1885 up to the present time, claiming 


either for the benefit of myself or those claiming under me, 
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up to the Nathan Field's survey 7080 acres, 

During all of said time I have so cut, removed and 
used timber and rented to divers persons for occupancy 
at the places indicated on the map as the Langford house, 
and the place not shown on the map, known as the 
Campbell house; also the place indicated on the map as 
Barnes house; also the place indicated on the map as the 
George Ball house, without any disturbance, except during 
the year =- when suit was filed against me and 
otners by the American Association, Incorporated, on 
account of the fact that 1 had cut some timber on the 
North of the line of the John Jones 1155 acre survey, as 
indicated on the map, Be2-B-5 and B-4,. 

I refer to said suit and make it a part of my 
deposition, together with all judgments, orders &c, in 
connection with same, as same appears of record in the 
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court in Lee County, 
Virginia, 

During all of the time since 1885, and since my 
connection with the William Woodson, Senior, home 
place, either I or those under whom I claim, or those 
claiming under me have been in the actual, continuous, 
peaceable, open, notorious possession of the land on the 
North of the John Jones land, 1155 acre survey, as 
embraced by the Robert Beaty tract, claiming the same to 
the extent of said boundary as against the whole world, 
except as stated by me in my previous statement 
referring to the suit which was filed against me by the 


American Association, Incorporated, and which said 


American Association, Incorporated is also plaintiff herein, 


The place indicated on the map as being the 
I. Se Gibson boundary is the same tract of land which was 


purchased by me for C. M. Colson some several years ago, 
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and I have known said tract of land since 1885, and during 
all of that time there has been part of same in actual 
occupancy by tenants under T. S. Gibson, or those 


under whom he claimed, or those claiming under him, 


The further taking of these depositions by 


agreement was adjourned until February 16th, 1907, 


at 8:00 o'clock A. M, at the same place, 


Belle Goodin, Notary Public, 





Met pursuant to adjournment at the office of W. Ge Colson 
and adjourned to the office of the wingo Coal & Coke Co Feb. 17th, 


1907, and continued the deposition of W. G. Colson, 


I now file tracing, showing the true Location of the John 
Jones 1155 acre survey, Robert Beaty tract and the line of the 
Field's survey, which is marked "W. G. C. Exhibit G". 

I also file copy of survey 1155 acre Jones tract, and 
mark 22 "Wo. G. Wa Beeibit- A", 

C also file copy of the Nathan pield's survey or grant 
marking it "W G. C. Bxhibit I", 

The place indicated on the map as the Sallie Barnes house 
is approximately correctly located on the mape There was a house 
which stood on this line occupied under me, and those claiming under 
me for quite . number of years, This house was standing to my 
certain knowledge from '85 to about '96, 

From 1835 to the time of the institution of this suit by 
the American Association, Incorporated, neither the American Association, 
Incorporated, nor any one claiming under them ever used any timber 
or exercised any acts of ownership on any part of the Beaty tract 
known as the Robert Beaty tract, nor anmxxpaxk on any part of the 


land indicated on the map of L. M. Carmical as the Martin Beaty land. 


Neither did they ever exercise any acts of ownership on on any part 


of the John Jones tract. Neither have they had any tenants on any 
part of said land during all of said time, prom 1885 up to the 
present time each respective tract, indicated on the map of 

Le M. Carmical as subdivisions of the Martin Beaty land, has been 
held by actual occupancy, either by the owner named respectively 

on the map, or by tenants continuously up to now, and each respec-= 
tive tract was occupied at the time of the icnedbaled of the mx iron 
ore by the American Association, Limited, and by the American 


Association, Incorporated herein, 
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Objections to the foregoing 

deposition by plaintiff's counsel. 
Plaintiffs by counsel object to the 
whole of the foregoing deposition and to 
each and every part thereof as being 
irrelevant and immeterial, and they 
especially object to Exhibit C, D E, 

and F, not for form but they are. immateri- 
al, and also to the plat filed by the 
withness as a part of his deposition, 
Witness should have had the running done 
and platting made under the order of the 
Court in this cause and by official 


survevor, They further accept 


/) 
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particular to all the evidence given 


by the witness as to eccupancy and pose» 
session by the various tenants setforth 

in his deposition as being immaterial 

to this controversy, And the same 
objection is made to all evidence relative 
to timber cutting and to the suit at law 
between the plaintiff and the witness 
regarding certain timber cutting which 

was heretofore had in the circuit Court 

of Lee County, as shown by reference 


made in the deposition, 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY R. T, URVINE, 
The plaintiff not waiving the foregoing objections 
but insisting thereon neverthe less proceeds to cross-examine the 
witness as follows: 
Q.1« You have filed with your deposition a certified 
copy of the deed from Robert Beaty and William Woodson, Have you 
the original of that deed and will you file same with your deposition? 
A. I think maybe I have, TI will raake search for same 
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and file at the hearing of this cause, 


Qe Where did you get the original of that deed? 

Ae From the papers of William Woodson, Senior, 
deceased, 

Q.d~ When did you get it? 

Ae ¥ don't know exactly how long agoOe 

Q.4~ Who had charge of the papers of William Woodson, 


deceased, at that t ime? 


As Jerome Woodson had a great batch of papers 
and y got it from him. 
Q.o~ What relation was Jerome Woodson, &x,to 
William Woodson, Senior? 
Ae He was a nephew of William Woodson, Sr. deceased, 
Q. 6 Where was Jerome Woodson living at that time? 
As He lived at a little Zouse on the East side of the 
Virginia read, about a quarter of a mile East of the old William 
Woodson, Sr. home place, 


Q.7 What land was he living on? 


Ae On what I call part of the old William Woodson, 


Senior, land. 

Q.8~ Did he own the land on which he was living? 

Ae No Sir, 

Q.9~ Who owned it? 

Ae | Tt was the old William Woodson tract which I bought. 

Q,10- He was not then claiming title to any of the 
William Woodson land himself? 

Ae No Sir. 

Q,ll- Was he administrator of Executor of William Wocdson, 
deceased? 

Ae No Sir. 

Q.1L2~ Jerome Woodson never did own any of the William 


Woodson land, did he? 


x Not that I know of, 
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Q.15= You had the deed put to record? 

Ae Yes, I think I did. 

Qe14— You have stated that you had been to the point 
approximately North 36 East 482 poles from the point marked 
Be4 on Mr. Carmical's plat, which point you claim as the location 
of the two white oaks and the pin& referred to in these proceedings. 
Please state how you found this point, whether you did so by survey=- 
ing, and if not, in what manner did you locate it? 

As I found this point by having a surveyor extend the 
line from the point Be4 North 60 East 350 poles; thence North 9 
West 218 poles, 

Q.1l5« What surveyor? 

Ae Richard Risner, 

Q.16« When was this done? 

Ae It was done about six month ago, I think- I don't know 
exactly when - about six month BEV. 

Q.17+ The plaintiff had no notice of such surveying? 

Ae Wo Sir. 

0,18 You did not appear when Carmical was doing the 
official surveying in this case and ask for such work to be done, 
did you? 

Ae No Sit, [I did not, 

Q.19~ You had never found this corner before this time, 
is that correct? 

As Yes, that is correct; I had never found it before, 
that is, it has been repeatedly stated to me about where it was 
by men who professed to know. 

Q.20~ Is Riehard Risner a Lee County Surveyor? 

Ae Wo Sir, he is the surveyor of Bell County now ~ 
County Surveyor. 

Q.cl« How did Mr. Risner do his work -Did he have a 


regular surveying corps? 


A Yes, he was compassman, and he had & chainman and 
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Q.22- Did he do any other running in this connection 


except that? 

Ae Well, when we got to the mmtijnx point where the 
two white oaks and pine were he set the compass on the reverse 
dine of the pield's survey. 

Q.25¢ But did not run it? 

A. Just set it on the course , did not chain it, 
and in retracing that line we found some timber that had been 
marked a long time ago -side lines, 

Q.24= You did not do any running - You did not have him 
run any of the Field's line either on the reverse S 55 W 580 poles 
to a stake, oak and dogwood in the broken valley; nor forward 
N 69 E 386 poles to poplar in edge of valley, did you? 

Ae No , we did not run that line, 

0.25 Did you have him run from this point on the reverse 
of the line N 36 EF 482 poles, called for in the Crockett 1000 acre 
survey? 

Ae No, we did not run that line, 

Q.26= The only running you did then, as IY understand you, 
you began at the former location of the pine at Carmical's poing 
Be4; thence w 60 E 350 poles to a stake; thence N 5 W 218 poles, Is 
that correet? 

Ae No, we ran a line from the point indicated on the 
Carmical map as Bx4 § 84 W 2292 poles to a small white Oak, black 
oak and dogwood (called for in the Beaty patent) once stood---- 

Q.27= Any other running? 

Ae And from that point we ran the reverse call of the 
Beaty tract N 20 E 84 poles to a black oak and dogwood, That is all 
the rabitas. ve did, 

Q.28= Did you find the small white Oak, black oak and 


dogwood or any of them at that point indicated where they should be? 


Ae My recollection ig we found the black oak, 





Q.29= How was it marked? 

Ae I think it was marked as a corner tree is usually 
marked «three hacks on one side and three on the other, 

Q.30- You did not find the white oak and dogwood? 

A No Sir, 

Q.d1- Where was this black oak - I mean where was it 
located with reference to the pokmgrapkax topography of the country, 
how high up on the mountain, with reference to the Cumberland Gap road? 

Ae Well, it is in the Poor Valley ridge; ~ don't know 


how far it would be from the Cumberland Gap road -quite a little 


distance though from that road, but 7 don't know how far it would be, 


but nearly on the course indicated on the map filed by me this morn 
ing as being S 84 E 222 poles. I could not say how far it would be; 


quarter of a mile may be air line. 


Q.32- Did you find the black oak and dogwood at the end 
of the second line named by you, to-wit, the line called for in the 
Beaty patent S 20 W 84 poles on the reverse? 

A. No, it seems to me we found a dogwood and black 
oak fallen, 

Any marks? 
TY don't know ~ I don't remember whether there were 
any marks on the dogwood or not, can't say. 

Q.34- Where did the end of the -line that you ran from 
Bw4 N 60 FE 350 poles take you -In whose land now? 

Ae Well, it is on the Eastern boundary of the William 
Woodson Sr. home place, 

Q.35= Was it in cleared land, or what sort of land? 

Ae It is a little bit east of the cleared land. 

Q.36~ You extended this: line then 130 poles beyond the 
point B-3 as shown on Carmical's map? 

Ae Yes, that is correct. 


Q.37« What sort of land did it run through from B-3 to 


the point where you stopped ? 





Ae Nearly all timbered land. 

Q. 58 Some of it cleared? 

Ae A Lattle bit. 

Q.59- Who occupies that clearing? 

Ae My tenant. 

Q.40~ Which one? 

Ae Ely now ~ it is at the old Langford place, you know, 

Q.41~ When you turned from that point N 5 Won the 
213 pole run what did you pass through, any cleared land? 

Ae Just a little bit East of the cleared land where 
once stood the house occupied by Sallie Barnes. 

Q.42- From there on up the Mountain it was timbered land? 

Ae Yes, some timbered land, 

Qe45~ How far up the mountain side did that carry you? 

Ae You mean the end of the 218 poles? fy don't remembere 
up next to the cliff of the mountain - I don't know exactly how far. 
T did have those points noted, 

Q.44~ You are the same W. G. Colson who was defendant in 
a suit in the Lee Circuit Court some years ago brought by Elizabeth 
J. Evans, are you ? 

Ae Yes, 7 am the same mane 


Q.45= The land involved in that suit is the land noted 


by Mr. Carmical on his map as W. G. Colson from Mrs. Evans, is it not? 


Ae tT don't think it is correctly located on Carmical's 


Q.46~ What is the trouble with it? 

Ae I think it is a square, , don't think this line 
here running ------- y think»the degree from the heech to the back 
side of the Jones survey and the line running from the point where 
they indicated at B-4 is parallel thereto -should be parallel. 

Q.47~ You have never ckhaimed any of the land West of this 
Evans tract laid down by Carmical as the shares of R. E. Crockett and 
other shares West of that, have you? 


A. No, I was connected with the purchase of the Gibson 
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tract just West of the R. E. Crockett share, 

Q.48- Your connection there was as agent for your 
wife in purchasing from Rx T. S. Gibson, was it not? 

As Yes Sir. ; 

Q.49-= And she claimed it under him? 


Ae Yes SAT. 


Q.50~ Who are the assistant that helped Mr. Risner do the 


running that you have referred to? 
As Geo... Ball and. [ believe pony Barnes was chainmen, 
and a man by the name of Robins -Geo. Robins, 
Q.51 Have you a report made by Mr. Risner? 
Ae No, not here. ; aimed to have him nere, but he is 
heree 
Q.52= What is Mr. Risner's regular occupation? Is it 
farming instead of surveying? 
Ae No, he is a regular surveyor; he is County surveyor 


for Bell County; he farms some, but he is a surveyor, 


RE)DIRECT BXAMINATION» 


At the death of William Woodson, Senior, Jerome Woodson 
lived with him and remained at said place for quite awhile after 
his death, and said Jerome Woodson retained quite a lot of 
papers belonging to William Woodson,Senior, deceased, and a long 
time after the purchase of the William Woodson home place by me 
Tt looked through said papers after talking with Andrew Woodson, 
Administrator, and obtained all the papers pertaining to the tract 
of land known as the William Woodson place, and is all the land 
which they owned in Lee County, Virginia, Andrew Woodson, the 
administrator of William Woodson, deceased, lived in Tennessee, and 
about 50 miles from the William Wooason, Sr. home place. J. De 
Woodson (Jerome) during his lifetime and prior to the death of 
William Wocdson, deceased, acted as agent in the transaction of 
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William Woodson, Senior, deceased. The point where T. F. Sutton 
mined ore, and part of which is the subject of contreversy herein, 
and others, are on the Beaty tract claimed by me and my co-defendant, 


Cs M. Colson, 


RE+CROSS EXAMINATION. 

Qel- At the time of William Woodson's death was Jerome 
Woodson living in the house with him, or on his place? 

As I think he was living in the house with him, taking 
care of him, Hsxvasxexnxkaxe cx bu xWr it xxx Rewer. 

Q.2- He was employed by William Woodson and paid hy the 
month, was he not? 

A. JT don't know how that was; he was there looking 
after his business generally. 

Q.5= Jerome Woodson was a laborer, made his living by 
working by the month? 

Ae He was a kind of a roust~a-~-bout, jockey, horse 


swaper, cattle buyer &c. 


Q.4= He never owned any land? 


Ae Yes, at one time he owned some land, a good 


deal of property, Jerome Woodson, did, 

Qe. He had no settled home? 

Ae Yes gir, 

Q.6~= Did he own any land at the time of William 
Woodson's death? 


A. Well he claimed some land, but whether he had legal 


claim or not [I don't know; he claimed some land in Tennessee, 


And further deponent sayeth not, 





STATE OF KENTUCKY 
COUNTY OF BET 


I, Belle Goodin, Notary Public in and for the 
County and State aforesaid, certify that the foregoing depo» 
sition of W. G. Colson was taken before me at his office on 
the 15th day of February, 1907, pursuant to agreement 
hereinbefore set out; there was present R, T. Irvine ana 
B. H. Sewell, attorneys for American Association, Incorporated, 
and J. C. Noel, Attorney for Martha J. Gibson, and W. G,. 
Colson, attorney for himself and C. M. Colson; that by agreement 


of counsel witness' signature to same was waived, 


Given under my hand and seal this the 20th day 


of February 1907, g 


My Commission expires March 10, 1910, 


ve 





e6¢@ 
—_ ; 


John Tyler Esquire, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia 


Sued 


To All to Whom These Presents Shall Come, Greeting: 


Krows Ale, That vy virtue of a Land Office Treasury Warrant Number 15045, issued the 24th of 
December 1782, there is franted by the said Commonwealth unto Robert Beaty, a certain tract or 
parcel of land containing 500 acres of land, by survey bearing date the 28th of September 1809, 
lying in the County of Lee and bounded as followeth,to wit:- 

Me Beginning at two white oaks and a pine on the side of Cumberland mountain, 
mer to Nathan Fields survey of 7080, thence with a line thereof? S.55° W. 580 poles tc a black 
‘and dogwood, s. 20° W. 84 poles to a small white oak, black oak and dogwood, where John Jones's 
7 & of 900 poles crosses Fields's line from Cumberland gap, __. . thence with Jones's line 
N,.84°-E. eee Doles to a pine corner to said Jones's land and with a line thereof N. 60° EB. 350 


poles to a stake, and-thence N. 5° W. 218 poles to the beginning with its appurtenances. 


Dn Haue and to Hold the said Tract or Parcel of Land, with its appurtenances, to the said 


Robert Beaty -----------~------ auae ANd his heirs forever. 


jn AUitness (hexceot, The said Jonn Tyler , Esquire, — 


Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, hath herewnto set his hand and 
caused the Lesser Seal of the satd Gatimone with to be affixed at Richmond 
on the -— 6th -=+ day of 

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ten, 


and of the Commonwealth the 35th, 
John Tyler. 


LAND OFFICE, RICHMOND, VA. 


— 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the records of ‘this office. Witness my hand and seal 


of office, this | - da : , 19-1, = 
| egister of the Land Office. —_= 
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This Indenture made the 22nd dav of sentenher in. the vear of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred sana thirty seven hetween Rob-— 
ert Beaty of the county of Lee and state of Virginia of the one part 

and William Woodson of County of Lee and State of Virginia of the 
AtRers pants 

Witnesseth that the snid Rohert Reaty for and in considerstion 
Of the sr rf X hundred dollers lawful money of the United States 
to. kim): and paid the reeesipt whereof is herebv acknowledged doth 

fy 
bargain sell and convey unto the said Woodson’Aall that traet or 
pareel of land lving, being, situate fin the county aforesaid and 


hounded as follows (Viz) begining at two white O84S & A pine on 


the side of Cumberland Mountain a comer to Nathen Pields Ur eV 


e 


of 7080 acres, thence South 55 W with said line 580 noles to 4 
hlack oak & dogwood, thence S, 20 Ww 84 poles to a small white osk, 
DLlack oak & dogwood, thence with Jones line M. 84, F 222 noles to 


Aa pine A corner to said Jones land, thence with a line thereof N 


‘ 
1, 550 poles to a stake, thenea N, 5 W 218 poles to the becin- 
have and to hold 811 the aforegaid land with all its aAYpUT— 
tenane*s unto the said Woodson & his heirs to the sole use and ben— 
efit of the ssid Woodson & his heirs forever and the said Robert, 


4 - 


Beaty for himself and his heirs doth eovensant with t 


he said Woodson 
and nis heirs that he. the said Reatyv snd his heirs will warrant ane 
POrever defend the title to said Land with 911 its SpPpUrtenances 
unto the srAid Woodson & his heirs BaZ9inNst the elaine of all CLersons, 
In witness whereof the said Reatv hath hereunto get nile Band and 
affixed his seal this the day and date first above written, 

Ronpaert, Beaty (Seal ) 


T, he TOUNTLY ; 


We Zachariah S. Gibson and Samuel Rwing justice 


in the County sforessid in the state of Virginia do 


that Robert Beaty a party of a tain deed hearing ite on the 
S°nd day of Sentember 1837 and hereunto annexed, personally anpeared 


hefore us in our County aforesaid and Acknowledged tie same to he 





his’ act sand daeq and desired us to certify the said acknowledgnent 
Clerk of County court of Lee in order that the saia dead 
may o® Yreeorded, riven under our hands end seals this the 2end 
day of September 1857 
Z. S. Gibson (sea ) 
Sam'l Bwing (seal ) 
Virginia, Lee Gountv to-wit: 
In the office of the clerk of the eounty court for said eoun-— 
ty, the eth day of January If01, this deed was presented and to- 
Zether with the eertificate thereto annexed, admitted to recora, 
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Virginia, lee county, to-wit: 
I, H. O. 7, Rwing, County Clerk for the County of Lee, iti the 
State of Virginia, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a trues 
and parfect cony of the deed from Rohert Beaty to William Woodsan 


&% tne sane anneaars of record in my Office in Deed Book No, ee AP 


nace OF Re, 


Given under my hand, this the 4th day of Fabruarv, 1907, 


4 / ' f f J ( 3 C } ey r 
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Tails Indenture wnnde and entered into this May 30th 1884, bv 
& between William Woodson of the County of | hee & State of Virgin- 
ia of the first part & Nlizabethk Young wife of D. kK. Young. of the 
county of Anderson & State of Tennessee of the second part, Wit- 
nesseth that for the natural love sand affection that the party of 
the Tirst part has for his daughter the varty of the second part, 
hath and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, convev & e@on- 
firm unto the nartv of the second part & her heirs and assigns 

_ 
forever, The following deserihed tract of land lving in the county 
of Les and state of Virginia & bounded as follows Beginning at a 
wiite oak Know as the Ball Hill corner & running North &22 noles 
to the hig white oak Gibsons corner, Thence a North west, cours 
with Aa marked Line crossing Poor Vallav ridge & ossing Station 

of the Mountain to Rose's Line to Crockett's line 

thence with Crockett's line a West course to the lane running Sout} 
Crom OrOCKrSte* S lane tov the Virginia rodd,» then along 
South course to the Virginia Road thence Fastwardlvy with sania road 


tO A marked white onk near the road Fast of where Jerome Woodson 


now lives, thence \a direet line, to the Beginning containing fouw 


17 


- “ 
eel a 


And the party of the first part 


yuna ran @ Lo) tv AGres more or } : th 


covenants to & with the party of the second vnart that e is Learful- 
ly seized of said land and ha: rieht to convey thc 
mat tne same 1s unencumbered, and said partv of the first part al— 
30 covensnts & hinds hinself to warrant sand Poraver defend tie ti- 
tae land eforesnia tO the pasty OF the second nart, indefeas 
—able inheritance in fee simple, the party of the first part hea 
caserves Cor himself a lifetime estate in the Land atoresaia, 
and 9a life estate for his wife Annie Woodson I witness whereof t, 
party of the first part hag hereunto signed his name & at 
genal the day and venr aforesaid 
- . 
Sioned in the presence of Wri. Woodson (Sent ) 
A. D, Woodson 


C, Aineéeaia 


Virginia, Lee county to-wit: 





& » 


T, John R. Gibson clerk of Lee county court inthe state afore 
—-said do certify that A. TD. Woodson and §. a. Kineaid whose names 
are sicned as witnesses to the foregoing deed besring date the Zoth 
dav of Mav 1884 this dav pnersonallv anneared before 
eounty aforesaid sand made oath in due form that Wm Woodson 
naine is signed thereto , signed and acknowledged said deed in their 

nea, snid deed is therefore admitted to record, Given under 
my hand this the 6th dav of June 1885, 

John R,. Gibson Vserk= of 
Pree fSounty Court, 
MiabV yw FO-wit: 

Rwing, Gountyvy dlerk for i@ County of lee, in 
i909 Rerehy certifv tnat the foregoing is a 

copy Of the deed from William Woodson to. Hlaiza- 
gama annears of record in inv of fie= in deed 

Beok Naar we 


Given under mv hand, this the 14th dav of Fenruary, 190¢. 
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COMMONWEALTH 
OF 


VIRGINIA 


LAND OFFICE 


RICHMOND 


By virtue of two Virginia Land Office Treasury Warrants, Viz: 1606 & No 
1607 bearing date the x5th day of September 1795 for 100,000 acres each, I have sur- 
\ | 
veyed for James Swan, Transferree of Alexander Walcott, 200000 acres of land in Lee 


County and bounded as followeth,- 

Beginning at a beech tree marked A, 
Smyth and Ae We, a buckeye, a red oak, a gum, a black oak and five beeches near the 
base of Cumberland Mountain, thence N 87° E 13,100 poles crossing Gap Creek, Indian 
Creek, Powell's River, Black water Creek and Clinch River to four sugary trees, a 
double lynn and ash on the South bank of said River, thence up the meanders of the same 
3,960 poles to three ash trees, four sugar trees ond a large grape vine at the mouth of 
Big Stock Creek and up the several courses of the same 2282 poles to a gum tree, marked 
Ae We, four black oaks and a maple, N 2460 poles crossing two branches of Clinch River 
and five branches of Powell's River to a white oak uarked Ae Se, three white oaks and 
a sourwood on a flat, N 70° W 102 poles to three white oaks, a dogwood and ash in a 
hollow, S 70° W 600 poles crossing two branches to four maples, a white oak and black 
oak on a rise, S 50° W 1038 poles crossing two branches m& & Powell's River to a dog- 
wood and two poplars on a ridge, S 19° W 80 poles crossing a small branch to a hickory, 
a maple, a beahc and a bjack oak on a flat, S 40 W112 poles to two poplars and a white 


420 
oak near a path, S 61 W 248 poles crossing a branch to a poplar, two white oaks and a 


spanish oak on a rise,:5 46° W 464 poles to two beeches on a flatt, 5 32° W 80 poles 


to two hiccortes and a black oak on the bank of Powell's Rivar, 5 45° W 56 poles to 6 


dogwoods on a flat, S 77° W 108 poles to seven dogwoods near the foot of a ridge, S 60° 


W 94 poles to a white oak, poplar, two beeches and a hornbeam, S 75° W 28 poles to three 


white oaks, two dogwoods and a sourwood on the side of a ridge, S 55° W 460 poles to 
two sourwoods, a white oak, three? beeches & a hornbeam on a flat, S 80 W 620 poles 
crossing three branches to a pine, two white oaks and a Spanish oak on a ridge, S 75° W 
280 poles to two black oaks, two poplars, two heeches, a sourwood and dogwood by a path, 
S 62° W 558 poles crossing two branches to three dogwoods, a maple, a poplar and white 
oak near a small branch, S 72° W 648 poles crossing two branches to a black oak, a dog- 
wood and two gum trees on a ridge, S 65° W 476 poles to a white oak, dogwood and hickory 
on the South side of a ridge, S 53° W 100 poles crossing the North fork of Powell's 


River to three white oaks, two dogwoods and a waahs beech near the foot of a ridge, S 


16° W 274 poles to a large white oak, a sugar tree, two buckeyes and a mulberry on a 
rise, S 65° W 1118 poles to a white oak, a sailedace a poplar at the foot of a ridge, 5 
80° W 1536 poles to two black oaks, a white oak and a lynn on 4 ridge, S 81° W 348 poles 
40 two black oaks, two white oaks and a dcextad 4n a hollow, S 30° W 100 poles to two 
white oaks, a hickory and gum on a Prise, S 80° W 400 poles crossing a branch toa pop= 
lar and double chestnut, S 70 W 378 poles crossing two branches, to a black gam, S 55 


W 230 poles crossing a branch to two dogwoods and a gum on a flat, § 65° W 266 poles 
crossing three branches to a poplar and beech on a flat, S 85° W 154 poles to threes 


poplars in a valley, s 75° Ww 290 poles crossing a branch to a poplar, a dogwood and gum, 
s 67° W 800 poles crossing a branch to a double chestnut oak, S 56° W 278 poles crossing 
a branch to a double poplar, S 50° W 220 poles crossing a branch to a dogwood,white oak 

and holly in a valley, S 65° W180 poles to a white walnut and buckeye and d hickory, 


ce 


S 56° W 88 poles to a poplar, a black oak and chestnut in a valley, 





COMMONWEALTH 
OF 


VIRGINIA wy 


LAND OFFICE 
RICHMOND 


S 60° W 680 poles crossing three branches to two chestnuts by a rock, S 55° 

W 400 poles crbssing three branches to three chestnuts and a chestnut oak on 

a spur, West leld poles crossing four creeks & five branches to two black oaks, 
two white oaks and a small dogwood, S 70° W 656 poles crossing five branches to 
a red oak and two chestnut oaks on a spur, S 50° W $16 poles crossing a creek 
to a chestnut and poplar near a creek, S 65° W 560 poles crossing three branches 
to a chestnut, a red oak and a black on a spur, S 50° W 372 poles crossing three 
branches to a poplar in a valley, S 69° W 386 poles cressing three branches +o 
two white oaks & a pine, S 55° W 550 poles crossing two branches to a black 

oak and dogwood in a valley, S 20° W124 poles to a large poplar and black oak 


by a small branch, S 39° W 524 poles cressing two branches & Gap Creek to the 


beginning. provided, nevertheless 1t is to be understood that this plat contains 


456,000 acres of prior legal claims belonging to William Ewing, Benjamin Sharp, 
William Neil, Arthur Campbell, Peter Fulkerson, Walter Preston, Robert Preston, 
John Preston é& others that have been excluded in calculating the content of this 
plat according to the entry(which is to be certified when the grant issues) over 
and above the said 200,000 acres. 
Wme C. Campbejl, 
Benj. Sharp, 
Jecember LOth 1795-4 Scale 400 poles 
per inch. Arcnd. Standifer & 
Chainmen . 
William Blakemore, 


Francis Hamlin, marker. 


Variation 3° East of North. 
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ears Mb rote! | , Esquire, idvetir of the Commonwealth of Virginia: © 
To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting: 


Know We, Phat. eyed a 
ns Ee ——— , by virtue ry: ar 
Land Office Treasury Warrant No. 7/29 Die ee Yo! . a a MIG ES” 
there is granted by the said Commonwealth unto eFilke.. A. | ss 
a certain Tract or Parcel of Land, containing [O80 acrer Le ee 
19h G Og a les tm Ue nal Gf Hae! uc? Lverad Sfoetrvh, brit, Mpperingat J 
a furfller ana Wack Bak, 22 Mental rac affen ite [ao Bras rm Vals lorceks © 
ey acs’ Pee OTE 52 frlee afaun tach Uh AM Basch SS: Oak and Kegiige : 
? dealt branch | A 8s E. hg por@ Cocfror 3 Oran chal Ry kk on j 
oe, Macho ae gap 227 6. 96 parler G ire Lite Mee Mcking bahe Cong mn how g 
Leifer ee e suai sais « hoi Meng cll fe oe 
Me anek, al tro firls Lo 2 — ebaae ar cok ee 
ee 4 ack Bab an? hagerebh tx a brokim A ce C890, forbes Coffins 2 ba 7 
ard a branch Al tro files (6 Mize whale Cuks ard 2 feed At Og e Tg A bach ak (OX 
ite, and a bang) barack ca ap poet andk a franck aC 289 forks bo « fizflan _ 
Su &. Lag firke; jens i Liienck & GE feed 42 a lornehe at 2:0 fooleated 


Ni 


< 


a ap Vena BAK bag: FS, Licata Lec a ae hea 
SSG ee - 


<A Ve ae OC me aleo 


© ae ian trem Bex) wer v Yoo: . -< Kept eel eee O-Be 2 fee Siow ee Sze 2 Ye Pp “e 
Pee Sie Pe eae at” 7e fecres (7 Ya (Cec 24 Leta Lac CHoesrcet letep Pe va ae FINS oS 3 a ae <& - ~ 
y= og Be DIE LA ftectel Auk yO Ors Ado flor Ya Se. Pee : 


UY Lgfing 
ey a ee Zl 420 firE; ark a Foanch at O90 forbs 4 ae black Ohh, Eve Wik Cullr ua 
A knnall Lerron P43 YS. 329 forte Aoratong Vic d ia Cre A G42 ferker 4 Ew bhdbdenrit ten 
ae 3 te Se VIER AY BQ oe, Lhe hey lasing Nee ey. ek ~ Se ele c<y : 





Bi ie: RE’ ceded oD re 


m te a : eg wee <a ~ 


‘ : 


, 
T) HAVE AND TQ HOLD the said Tract or Parcel of Land, with its appurtenances, to the said 


DAE rie. Seid | and hos heirs forever. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Phe said, (oh, (fyode’ __, Esquire, 


Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, hath hereunto set his hand 


and caused the Lesser Seal of the said Commonwealth to be affixed at 
Richmond, on the JO € day of Jane 
in the year of our Lord one thousand Zeya PS) nel 


ey, 
and of the Convmonwealth the  2y ie 


LAND OFFICE, RICHMOND, VA. 


Witness my hand and seal of 


I hereby certify that the foregoing ts a true copy from the records of this office. 


ice / Hits Sete i eS een Aye 1896. 


al G 
iP feed Register of the Land Office. 








